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Read the scholars’ stories online at 
www.scholarschoice.com.sg

Inspiring 
Stories

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III — Part 1

From a native plant 
conservationist to a 
female colonel in the 

Singapore Armed Forces 
and an ITE graduate 
currently in medical 
school, Singapore 

scholars share their 
sources of motivation to 

pursue their dreams. 
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junior offi  cer — the ASTER1  and SPYDER2  systems,” 
she says. “I feel very honoured to have been given 
an opportunity to make several key contributions 
to this journey, and see plans on paper turn into 
real capabilities that keep our skies secure and 
safe, every day.”

COL Koh is thankful for the many leadership 
opportunities and roles throughout her career, which 
have stretched and made her more of an all-rounder. 
she encourages like-minded individuals who share 
the same sense of purpose and mission to join the 
military, as she fi nds “the military a great training 
ground for anyone who is interested in developing 
themselves as leaders.”

ADV E RTOR I A L

Colonel Koh 
Ee Wen fi nds 
her current role 
as Head of the 
Singapore Armed 
Forces Current 
Operations Group 
in the Joint 
Operations 
Department 
challenging and 
purposeful

had many opportunities to attend professional 
courses along the way. The key ones were the 
one-year Australian Command and Staff College 
and the one-year Masters in Public Management 
in the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,” 
she says. 

Throughout her career, COL Koh helmed several 
key projects in different domains, ranging from 
manpower and capability planning to long-term 
strategy and operations. The work was intellectu-
ally challenging and interesting, and she got to do 
the analytical work she enjoyed.

“I was also fortunate to command units which 
received the capabilities I worked on when I was a 

C olonel (COL) Koh Ee Wen received the 
Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) Merit Schol-
arship in 1997 and joined the Republic of 

Singapore Air Force (RSAF) as an Air Warfare Offi  cer 
(Air Defence Weapons). Since then, she has taken on 
numerous roles in the SAF, and is currently Head SAF 
Current Operations Group in the Joint Operations 
Department. Some of COL Koh’s responsibilities 
involve developing plans and ensuring assets and 
personnel are operationally ready; working with 
other ministries who require the SAF’s support, and 
monitoring and running peacetime operations. These 
include high profi le events such as the Trump-Kim 
Summit, where her staff worked with the Services 
and external agencies to plan, implement and 
monitor the security of the air, land and sea.

Refl ecting on the rewards of her current role, 
she says: “My role in current operations connects 
strongly with the SAF’s purpose, and is something 
I fi nd very fulfi lling. Current Operations Group is 
where rigorous planning and training translates 
into real, daily operations that contribute to the 
security and sovereignty of Singapore.”

“It is a fast-paced, high-performing environment 
and I enjoy that aspect tremendously,” she adds.

A rewarding learning journey
With the scholarship, COL Koh pursued and gra-
duated with a Masters of Science in Aeronautics and 
Astronautics from Stanford University. In this time, 
she discovered a passion for analytical work. Her 
learning journey continued while working in the SAF.

“The SAF has a structured, well-developed 
training and education programme and I have 

to drive the ship as Offi  cer of the Watch.”
“Later, as Principal Warfare Offi  cer, 

I developed the knowledge and skills to 
leverage technologies and capabilities 
on board my ship to combat surface, air 
and sub-surface threats,” he adds.

Across international waters 
MAJ Soh also had the opportunity to learn from 
navies from other countries during various exercises. 

“I had the privilege to take part in professional 
military foreign exchanges and make friends in navies 
across the Asean region. I also participated in multi-
lateral exercises such as those conducted within the 
Five Power Defence Arrangement, which contributes to 
keeping our defence ties warm with Australia, Malaysia, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom,” he says.

For MAJ Soh, his experiences in both university and 
the RSN have shaped his leadership approach. 

“Good leadership is really about having a clear 
vision, as well as the ability to communicate and 
infl uence those you lead to work towards that vision. 
Touch the hearts of those you lead and they will want to 
achieve the goals you have set out, because they know 
it is the right thing to do.”

Captain Geeva Gopal Krishnan takes the lead as an 
army offi  cer to protect and serve the nation

G rowing up, Major (MAJ) Soh Guo Zhong often 
listened to his father, a former Republic of 
Singapore Air Force (RSAF) Offi  cer, share stories 

about his time in the SAF. Since then, he knew that a 
fulfi lling and meaningful career would be in store for 
him when the time is right.

“It is the utmost honour to defend one’s country,” says 
MAJ Soh. “I signed on with the Republic of Singapore Navy 
(RSN) because I was drawn by the family spirit.”

Developing the right skills
After MAJ Soh was awarded the SAF Merit Scholarship, 
he pursued his Masters in Political Science at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. It 
was where he developed a deeper understanding of 
international affairs that has proven to be useful in the 
course of his duties.

As Naval Offi  cer, MAJ Soh handles a wide range of 
responsibilities. The diverse roles prepared him well for 
his current role as Executive Offi  cer of a Landing Ship 
Tank, RSS Persistence.

“The journey as Naval Offi  cer is a long but ful-
fi lling one. As a junior offi  cer, my fi rst duties were to 
take charge of ships in harbour to ensure their safety 
and security,” he explains. “Thereafter, I was trained 

Major Soh Guo Zhong is proud to play a part in defending 
the nation’s waters as a Naval Offi  cer 

Familial bonds

W hen he was a newly commis-
sioned offi  cer in the Singapore 
Armed Forces (SAF), CPT 

Geeva had the privilege of working with 
commanders who effected a positive 
change in the lives of many Singapore-
ans, including himself. Having benefi tted 
from the strong mentorship, he wanted 
to give back to the organisation.

“Being able to contribute to the 
peace and stability of Singapore, and 
the opportunities to gain exposure to 
a wide range of issues and challenges, 
sparked my interest in building a career 
with the Singapore Army,” he adds.

In 2011, CPT Geeva was awarded the 
SAF Scholarship which set him on the 
path towards his role today.

“The SAF Scholarship enabled me 
to complete my undergraduate studies 
in the School of Foreign Service at 
Georgetown University, and also a Master 
of Public Policy at Oxford University,” 
he says. “This helped me to intimately 
understand the unique socio-political 
realities faced by different societies and 
to broaden my cultural perspectives.”

Lead and inspire
Since becoming an army offi  cer, the 
28-year-old has taken on several com-
mand roles such as Platoon Commander 
(PC) and Offi  cer Commanding (OC) in 

the 48th Battalion, Singapore Armoured 
Regiment (48 SAR). 

Being in these command roles has 
helped him learn and grow in many ways, 
as he had to be able to relate to and 
understand the soldiers under his charge 
to lead them effectively. 

“It is critical to engage the hearts and 
minds of every soldier, to never neglect 
training safety, and to always seek to 
build a strong and cohesive unit — one 
where every soldier feels a strong sense 
of belonging and purpose in his service,” 
he elaborates.

“It requires a signifi cant amount of 
effort, but it is fulfi lling to see them 
grow and mature through their course 
of service.”

Theory in practice
Currently CPT Geeva is a Force Trans-
formation Offi  cer (FTO) in the Joint Plans 
and Transformation Department. He 
conducts long-term planning for the SAF 
in the domains of new operational con-
cepts, future capabilities, organisational 
restructuring and resource optimisation.

“National challenges, namely man-
power and budgetary limitations, trickle 
down to the SAF. The organisation must 
fi nd ways to overcome these constraints 
to stay ahead of the curve,” he shares.

By drawing from his military and 

educational experiences, CPT Geeva has 
been able to gain the relevant skills to 
lead more effectively on the ground and 
from a policymaking position.

While studying at Georgetown 
University, CPT Geeva served as the 
Georgetown Development Initiative 
president. He shares that working 
closely with developing communities 
and non-government organisations 
during his time there was what enabled 
him to gain a broader understanding 
of the complexities of policymaking. 

“The knowledge and practical expe-
rience I gained gave me a unique per-
spective on policies and systems in the 
SAF, and would not have been possible 
without The SAF Scholarship,” he says.

“The SAF is perhaps the only organisa-
tion that offers the opportunity to take on 
the role of teacher, mentor, warfi ghter and 
policymaker,” says CPT Geeva.

“I am intellectually stretched in my 
current policy role, and previously in my 
command roles, I was able to inspire 
and lead a remarkable family. This is a 
privilege I would not trade for anything.”

For those keen to join the SAF, CPT 
Geeva offers these words of advice: “A 
profession in the SAF will be challeng-
ing, but you will secure our nation’s way 
of life, forge lifelong bonds, and emerge 
a stronger leader.”
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Finding his 
purpose

to drive the ship as Offi  cer of the Watch.”
“Later, as Principal Warfare Offi  cer, 

I developed the knowledge and skills to 
leverage technologies and capabilities 
on board my ship to combat surface, air 
and sub-surface threats,” he adds.

Across international waters 
MAJ Soh also had the opportunity to learn from 
navies from other countries during various exercises. 

“I had the privilege to take part in professional 
military foreign exchanges and make friends in navies 
across the Asean region. I also participated in multi-
lateral exercises such as those conducted within the 
Five Power Defence Arrangement, which contributes to 
keeping our defence ties warm with Australia, Malaysia, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom,” he says.

For MAJ Soh, his experiences in both university and 
the RSN have shaped his leadership approach. 

“Good leadership is really about having a clear 
vision, as well as the ability to communicate and 
infl uence those you lead to work towards that vision. 
Touch the hearts of those you lead and they will want to 
achieve the goals you have set out, because they know 
it is the right thing to do.”

Major Soh Guo Zhong is proud to play a part in defending 

1. The ASTER-30 Missile System is an all-weather, next-generation Medium-range Surface-to-Air Missile (MSAM) system. 2. The Surface-to-air PYthon-5 and DERby (SPYDER) ground based air defence system is 
part of the enhanced Island Air Defence (IAD) system. As an all-weather air defence system, the SPYDER enhances the RSAF’s capability to effectively deal with a wide spectrum of aerial threats.

A challenging and 
purposeful career
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PHOTOS: TED CHEN

Occupational therapist Teo Xinyun fi nds her calling 
in helping patients regain their independence 

MOH Holdings’ Healthcare Merit Award helps Ms Aggie Ling pursue her dream to contribute to society  

A heart to lend 
a helping hand 

BY RATNA RAMLI

An unforeseen illness, accident or 
injury can easily upturn one’s life 
in an instant, drastically reduc-

ing the quality of life. Even the simplest 
daily task that is often taken for granted 
can become one of the hardest things to 
deal with. 

This is where an occupational thera-
pist like Ms Teo Xinyun, steps in to assist 
patients on their road to recovery and 
regaining independence. 

Often, her profession is misunder-
stood as being a general therapist or 
physiotherapist. Her job actually requires 
her to work in multiple settings with 
a multidisciplinary team consisting of 
doctors, nurses, physiotherapists and 
medical social workers to determine the 
best aftercare for patients to help them 
function independently again. 

“We think out of the box to fi nd ways for 
patients to return to their valued activities, 
routines or even occupations,” she explains. 

“Sometimes they simply want to be heard 
as they go through frustrating situations. So 
you need to listen with your heart.” 

The 26-year-old runs a daily outpatient 
group therapy for patients of di� ering 
functional and medical conditions at 
Changi General Hospital. A major part of 
her job focuses on providing caregiver 
training to ensure a safe and competent 
level of assistance to help seniors age 
in place. 

Ms Teo loves collaborating with her 
patients and their caregivers. She fi nds 
fulfi lment when she sees how she has 
helped to make a positive impact in their 
recovery. 

“The job can be challenging and 
demanding, but it is the commitment to 
accompany the patients through their 
rehabilitation journeys and knowing you 
can make a di� erence in their lives that 
makes it rewarding,” she adds.

Improving lives 
Ms Teo got interested in occupational 
therapy when she did volunteer work at the 
Cerebral Palsy Alliance Singapore after her 
A levels. It was during that period when she 
learnt how the physical and mental aspects 
of recovery were addressed through 
therapy. She also noticed how the individ-
uals made progressive improvements in 
their motor skills and gained confi dence 
after undergoing therapy.

The stint inspired her to take up a 
diploma in Occupational Therapy at 
Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP). Upon com-
pleting her course in 2016, she received 
the Healthcare Merit Award, previously 
named Health Science and Nursing 
Scholarship. 

The scholarship from MOH Holdings is 
o� ered to outstanding third-year diploma 
holders or recent diploma graduates in 
the relevant healthcare disciplines who 
are keen to pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
the relevant course. 

The degree, which is awarded by 
Trinity College Dublin in Ireland, can be 
attained through a one-year programme 
conducted at Singapore Institute of 
Technology. 

The course provided solid fundamentals 
and gave her deeper insight on how her 
profession can play a role in supporting 
the healthcare system. She also got to visit 
the campus in Dublin as part of a six-week 
exchange programme. 

Looking back, Ms Teo feels that the 
scholarship has a� orded her an invalu-
able opportunity in continuing her 
education and fully immersing herself in 
her studies without any fi nancial worry. 
She encourages those who are keen to 
apply for the scholarship to participate in 
networking events and reach out to MOH 
Holdings for a better understanding of 
the programmes o� ered.

Serving the community

BY PEH YI WEN

Ms Aggie Ling has always 
known that she is not suit-
ed for a deskbound job; she 

wants a job where she can meet 
people from all walks of life and be 
able to help them with their prob-
lems.

When she fi rst heard about social 
work over a conversation with a 
church senior after the release of 
her A-level results in 2016, she was 
convinced social work would be her 
calling — it ticked all the boxes she 
was looking for in a career.  

Her parents, however, had doubts 
whether social work would make a 
good career choice. They would 
rather she choose a more con-
ventional route perceived to o� er 
greater job security.  

The MOH Holdings Healthcare 
Merit Award helped her out of her 
predicament. 

“I was overjoyed and thankful 
when I fi rst received the news over 
the phone,” she says. 

The award not only enabled her 
to be free from fi nancial burdens, 
but also promised her a fulfi lling and 
stable job, giving her the peace of 
mind to pursue her dream. 

“My path to social work wouldn’t 
have started without this scholar-
ship,” she adds.

Ms Ling is graduating in four to 
fi ve months with a Bachelor of 
Social Sciences (Honours) in Social 
Work.  For her fi nal year project, the 
22-year-old is working with Happy 
People Helping People to spread 
awareness about the non-profi t 
organisation that befriends and 
helps elderly cardboard collectors. 

The modules she takes in school, 
such as casework management, 
counselling therapy and advocacy, 
have equipped her with a solid 
foundation to become a social work 
practitioner, while fi eld placements, 
such as with the Ministry of Social 
and Family Development’s Child Pro-
tective Service (CPS), have given her a 
clearer idea about the profession.

“I gained a macro perspective 

of social work,” she says. “I see the 
importance of being a voice to 
the voiceless, and of collaboration 
between agencies to help the dis-
advantaged in our society.”

Ms Ling has also worked at a 
social enterprise fl oral studio and 
volunteered with children with 
special needs through equine-
assisted therapy. 

She feels these enriching experi-
ences will make her a better medical 
social worker when she joins the 
National University Hospital after 
graduation.

As an intern in CPS, Ms Ling 
learnt to navigate among di� erent 
stakeholders in case management 
— a useful skill for medical social 
work, which involves working with 
patients, their families and other 
medical, nursing and allied health 
professionals. 

She adds: “Seeking medical 
treatment can make you feel very 
vulnerable. I look forward to jour-
neying with my clients and their 
families during this period and I 
hope to make a di� erence in their 
medical battles.”

The job can 
be challenging 

and demanding, 
but it is the 

commitment to 
accompany the 
patients through 

their rehabilitation 
journey and 
knowing you 
can make a 

di� erence in their 
lives that makes 

it  rewarding.
MS TEO XINYUN,

physiotherapist, 
Changi General Hospital

Seeking medical 
treatment can 
make you feel 

very vulnerable. 
I look forward 
to journeying 

with my clients 
and their families 

during this 
period and I 

hope to make a 
di� erence in their 
medical battles.

MS AGGIE LING,
MOH Holdings Healthcare 

Merit Award recipient

MOH Holdings 
Healthcare Merit 
Award

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizen or 
permanent resident 
who is willing to take up 
Singapore citizenship; 
good co-curricular 
activities record and 
strong leadership 
qualities; passion for 
serving in the public 
healthcare sector; good 
communication skills; 
achieve outstanding 
A-level results (o� ered 
at least 10 academic 
units), diploma with 
merit/distinction or 
equivalent qualifi cations, 
(e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 
or NUS high school 
diploma)

VALUE OF AWARD:
Tuition and compulsory 
fees; monthly allowances; 
pre-study allowance; 
return economy 
airfare (for overseas 
study only); clinical 
placement expense 
(for overseas study 
only); sponsorship for 
approved developmental 
programmes; 
commencement 
award; distinction award 
(for scholars 
who graduate with 
at least Second Class 
(Upper) Honours or 
equivalent)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); 
six years (overseas)

Terms and conditions apply

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

I appreciate 
that my 

work bears 
relevance 

to the 
experience 

of places and 
people you 

come across 
every day 

– everyone 
has a stake 
in our built 

environment.
MS RACHEL LIU, manager, 
Strategic Planning Division 

Ministry of National Development

PHOTO: TED CHEN

Planning for 
the future
MND scholar Rachel Liu stresses 
the importance of collaboration 
and coordination in urban planning

MND EDGE Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizen or 
Singapore permanent 
resident who is willing 
to take up Singapore 
citizenship; have strong 
leadership qualities and 
potential; have good 
academic and co-
curricular activities records; 
have good A-level results, 
polytechnic diploma 
with merit or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. 
International Baccalaureate 
or high school diploma); 
and have a strong interest  
in a career with the  
MND Family and the  
public service

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition fees and other 
approved charges; 
maintenance and other 
allowances; internship 
attachment with MND 
(including return airfare 
for overseas scholars); 
return airfare (for overseas 
scholars); sponsorship 
of approved student 
exchange / summer 
programmes

BOND PERIOD:  
Six years (overseas);  
four years (local) 

Terms and conditions apply

BY GEL CABOTAJE

Behind every development of 
public spaces in Singapore 
is a dedicated group of civ-

il servants tasked to ensure the 
best use of the city-state’s limited 
land. Among them is 25-year-old  
Ms Rachel Liu.

She works as a manager at  
the Strategic Planning Division at 
the Ministry of National Develop-
ment (MND). Ms Liu collaborates 
with government ministries and 
agencies, the private sector and 
the local community to ensure 
that matters related to land 
use are managed to build a better 
Singapore. 

She was awarded the MND 
EDGE Scholarship in 2014 and 
studied at Cornell University in 
United States. She received her 
Bachelor of Science in Urban 
and Regional Studies in 2018 and 
joined the ministry soon after. 

Q: What made you apply 
for the scholarship? 
I have always been interested  
in architecture in the built  
environment, but becoming an 
architect was not how I envi-
sioned my future. When I was 
younger, I liked to draw but also 
enjoyed maths and science, so I 
was looking for something in the 
middle of these two. 

Before pursuing my bachelor’s 
degree, I took a gap year from 
2013 to 2014. I was fresh out of 
junior college and was interested 
in the field of urban planning. 

Thus, I spent the (gap) year doing 
internships in the architecture, 
urban planning and real estate 
fields at an architecture firm, a 
private developer and the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA).

As a student, it’s hard to under-
stand the role that policy plays 
in the larger system of planning 
a country’s growth and devel-
opment. But after having a taste 
of what the real working world 
was like in the industry, I became 
more open to the idea of taking 
up the scholarship offered by the 
ministry and applied for the MND  
EDGE Scholarship. 

Q: How did the scholar-
ship prepare you for your 
current role at MND? 
Part of the scholarship com-
mitment involves an internship 
during one of my summer breaks 
in university. I did an internship  
with MND’s Strategic Planning 
Division, which helped me to  
contextualise many things I had 
learnt in school.

For example, the roles of public, 
private and local communities in 
developing and delivering urban 
solutions is quite different over-
seas, where there are more layers  
of government on the municipal, 
state and federal levels, and more 
land is privately-owned. In Singa-
pore, by contrast, the government 
plays a bigger role in shaping the 
urban landscape.

By the end of the internship, I 

was more familiar with local policy 
issues and was better able to adopt 
a comparative lens on such issues 
in my final year of study. Coming 
back, I have taken up a full-time 
position in the same division and 
the transition has certainly been 
easier because of my internship.

Q: What have you learnt 
in the last one year or so 
since you started your 
role in MND?
The range of work that I handle 
provides many opportunities to 
develop new skills. One example 
is in learning to take a strategic 
angle to work that might other-
wise appear regular or mundane. 
I’ve found that your role is just a 
platform and whether you mean-
ingfully influence the eventual 
decisions and outcomes is a matter 
of approach and perspective.

For instance, I was involved in 
URA’s Draft Master Plan last year, 
which was a huge multi-year 
effort on their part to review the 
island-wide urban development 
plan for Singapore. It was satisfying 
to see the full plans exhibited and 
the many Singaporeans who came 
to look at the plans and provide 

thoughtful feedback. I appreciate 
that my work bears relevance 
to the experience of places and 
people you come across every 
day – everyone has a stake in our 
built environment.

Q: How does it feel like 
to be able to shape 
Singapore’s urban 
landscape? 
At first, I found it quite challeng-
ing to work with a wide range 
of stakeholders across different 
agencies and outside of the 
government. I’ve since become 
more comfortable working with 
different parties to find common 
ground among our concerns 
and priorities. Ultimately, we are 
all doing  our best to ensure that 
Singapore has the best chance of 
doing well now, and in the future. 

I’ve gained a deeper under-
standing of the different stake-
holders that are involved in 
shaping our built environment. 
And I’m interested to continue 
to engage in this process and 
to see how our vision comes to 
fruition through joint efforts of the 
government, public stakeholders, 
interest groups and developers.
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Powered by a mission to serve
The SPF Scholarship allows Deputy Assistant Commissioner of Police 
(DAC) Zed Teo to embark on a rewarding career in the Force

Brought to you by

From hunting down loan sharks in heartland 
towns to being in the thick of international 
diplomacy, DAC Teo’s decade-long career 

at Singapore Police Force (SPF) has been both 
action-packed and rewarding.

There is hardly ever a dull day with each day 
bringing a new challenge and a new adventure.

Currently Deputy Commander at Woodlands 
Police Division, DAC Teo lists some of the 
different roles he had taken on over the past 10 
years – Investigation Officer at the Central Police 
Division, Commanding Officer of Toa Payoh 
Neighbourhood Police Centre (NPC) and Special 
Assistant to the Minister for Home Affairs.  
Each of his posting serves the same purpose:  
To uphold the law and keep our homes safe.

During his posting as a Commanding Officer 
to the Toa Payoh NPC, one of the daunting tasks 
before him was to curb loan shark harassment. 
DAC Teo could still recall the red paint splashed 
on the doors of the victims and the graffiti 
scrawled on the walls.

He recounted how he and his teammates 
had to ambush the law-breakers and install 
police cameras in HDB buildings, among other 
ways to aid investigations and deter crime. 
Law enforcement efforts against unlicensed 
moneylending and loan shark activities 
subsequently brought down the number of loan 
shark harassment cases. 

“I witnessed amazing teamwork and 
resourcefulness by my colleagues. They worked 
tirelessly to keep loan shark harassment cases at 
bay,” he says.

Like all new recruits, DAC Teo was sent for 
training in areas such as criminal law, police 
defensive tactics and investigations at the 
Training Command (TRACOM) at the Home Team 
Academy right after graduation.

Crime-buster
Following the 10-month training from 2008 to 
2009, he was posted to the Central Police Division 
as an Investigation Officer. There, he served at the 
frontlines where he interacted with people from 
all walks of life – victims, witnesses and even 
suspects of crime. The exposure prepared him for 
bigger roles in the police force.

In three years, he rose through the ranks to 
become Commanding Officer of Toa Payoh NPC, 
a role that encompassed frontline, operational and 
leadership responsibilities.

Today, DAC Teo oversees staff and support  
for policing in the northern parts of Singapore.

“As Deputy Commander, I’ve gained a deeper 
appreciation of how the corporate service 
functions play a critical role in supporting our 
officers at the frontlines,” he says.

Having been at the frontlines himself, DAC 
Teo can relate to officers on the ground. He 
also understands the importance of training and 
logistical support and ensures they receive the 
best of both. “This will aid and encourage them to 
perform their duties to the best of their abilities,” 
he says.

“As a leader in the SPF, I take pride in my 
responsibility of leading fellow police officers 
well as they safeguard the people of Singapore,” 
he adds.

“I hope to have the opportunity to become 
Commander of a Police Division in the near 
future. As Commander, you are placed in charge 
of some 1,000 officers and are in a unique 
position to make a difference through service 
and leadership.”

Rooted in public service
DAC Teo’s interest to serve in the police force 
was nurtured when he joined the Boys’ Brigade 
in school. Being in the uniformed group co-
curricular activity for six years instilled in him a 
spirit of service that remains today.

“The camaraderie and ethos of the SPF 
were familiar and resonated with me. I 
wanted a career that would be both exciting 
and meaningful. A policing career fits the bill 
perfectly,” he says.

Being awarded the SPF Scholarship in 2003 
enabled him to study abroad to delve deeper into 
Physics, his favourite subject in junior college. 
He pursued a Bachelor of Science in Physics at 
Imperial College London in the United Kingdom, 
followed by a Master in Public Policy at the 
National University of Singapore.

While studying Physics, the intellectual rigour  
for the subject trained valuable analytical 
thinking skills that are crucial for his roles in the 
SPF. They included brainstorming for solutions 
to deal with current heartland issues such as 
phone scams, and tackle challenges on the 
organisational level.

His learning journey did not stop there. During 
a one-and-a-half-year stint as Special Assistant 
to the Minister for Home Affairs in 2015, he 
had the opportunity to witness decision-making 
at the highest level of government, alongside 
Cabinet ministers and foreign stakeholders.

This unique experience motivated him 
to better understand how the private sector 
operates and how countries interact.

The keen learner now holds two more 
degrees — a Master of Business Administration 
from Wharton School and a Master of Arts in 
International Studies from Lauder Institute, 
after spending two years at the University 
of Pennsylvania under an SPF Postgraduate 
Scholarship.

“I’m grateful to the SPF for providing me with 
such opportunities to develop myself,” he says.

Had it not for the scholarship, he probably 
would not be able to find such a fulfilling career 
in the public sector. Yet it is the small things that 
reaffirm his desire to serve.

“Being able to receive the smallest response, 
such as a smile or a word of thanks, made the 
job worth it,” he says. “Even after 10 years in the 
SPF, I have no doubt that a public service career 
is best suited for me.”

“The sense of mission and purpose is 
irreplaceable.”
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The Smart Nation Scholarship has enabled  
Mr Yin Yi De to further develop his interest in 

programming and delve into data science

Programmed 
for success

Building a strong 
foundation
The scholarship provides numerous 
opportunities for Mr Yin to learn skills 
and gain knowledge he needs to 
master the art of programming. 

His internship at Cyber Security 
Group last year exposed him to a vari-
ety of skills, including designing web 
application, exploiting web vulnerabil-
ities and learning to present ideas to 
stakeholders and end users.

He is confident that his master’s 
degree will come in useful as he builds 
a solid foundation for learning new 
technologies. 

“My current course has been 
invaluable in filling the gaps in my 
knowledge, and preparing me for any 
technology-related role I take up in 
future,” he says.  

While Mr Yin has yet to map out a 
specific career path, he is thrilled at 
the prospect of joining GovTech. He 
will be participating in the agency’s 

Technology Associate Program (TAP) 
upon graduation. 

The leadership-training programme 
is designed to groom fresh graduates 
into young leaders as well as deepen 
their skills and knowledge in areas such 
as applications development, cyber 
security, Sensor & Internet of Things, 
ICT infrastructure as well as data sci-
ence and artificial intelligence over a 
two-year period.  

He believes the organisation will 
be a great fit for him, lending him the 
support to hone his programming and 

other technical skills while working on 
projects that serve the public.

Mr Yin hopes to use his prob-
lem-solving skills in the area of data 
science, as the latter has great poten-
tial to help citizens and bring about 
positive changes in society. 

He says: “Data science empowers 
decision-makers to carry out evi-
dence-based decision making. We 
can therefore maximise the use of our 
limited resources, targeting important 
issues that have a real impact on the 
lives of Singaporeans.”

Smart Nation 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizen;  
A level (or equivalent) 
or polytechnic 
diploma; outstanding 
co-curricular 
activities record; 
passionate about 
having a technology 
career; pursue an 
ICT-related degree 
programme 

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition and other 
compulsory fees; 
option to backdate 
for mid-term 
scholars; living 
allowance for day-to-
day expenses such as 
bills and living costs; 
one-time allowance 
for IT equipment, 
warm clothing and 
return shipping 

BOND PERIOD:  
Six years for overseas 
programme; four 
years for local 
programme

Terms and   
conditions apply

BY REBECCA RACHEL WONG
 

T o 24-year-old Yin Yi De, pro-
gramming seemed like an arcane 
skill reserved for the technical-

ly-incline. He started to develop an in-
terest in it only after taking an elective 
module on programming.  

As a second-year Economics under-
graduate at the University College 
London in the United Kingdom then, he 
began to enjoy the process of thinking 
though programming-related prob-
lems – a process that involves structur-
ing codes to clearly communicate his 
intention to other programmers. Seeing 
his solutions work upon execution was 
the icing on the cake. 

With no background knowledge  
on programming, keeping up 
with the latest trends was a strug-
gle for Mr Yin, who had to grasp  
both basic and complex concepts 
quickly. His efforts paid off when he 
successfully created a text-based game 
using Java as the final assignment for 
his module. The vocabulary ques-
tion-and-answer game tested players 
on word synonyms.  

“I got so lost in the process that I 
would go on for many hours and even 
forget to eat lunch,” says Mr Yin. “The 
satisfaction after handing up the fin-
ished product was indescribable.” 

As his love for programming grew, he 
decided to apply for the Smart Nation 
Scholarship offered by Government 
Technology Agency (GovTech), which 
led to the opportunity to pursue a Mas-
ters in Computing Science at Imperial 
College London.

My current course has been invaluable 
in filling the gaps in my knowledge, 

and preparing me for any technology-
related role I take up in future

MR YIN YI DE, Smart Nation Scholarship recipient

The Changi Airport Group Undergraduate Scholarship 
opens up diverse opportunities for Ms Chloe Wong to 
explore and learn new things

Where dreams 
take flight

CAG Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Excellent academic 
results and CCA/NS 
records, as well as strong 
leadership qualities

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Maintenance allowance, 
tuition and compulsory 
fees; return airfare (for 
commencing overseas 
studies); student 
exchange or summer 
programmes; post-
graduate studies (subject 
to management’s 
approval); and other 
allowances where 
applicable

BOND PERIOD:  
Three years (local); five 
years (overseas)

Terms and conditions apply

BY JUNE MAK

F requent overseas travels were the 
norm for Ms Chloe Wong when 
she was a national fencer until the 

age of 18. One of her fondest mem-
ories during her competitive fenc-
ing years were the numerous trips to 
Changi Airport where she would often 
marvel at its smooth operation, among 
many other things, that the most 
awarded airport in the world is known 
for, while waiting for her flights. 

So when Ms Wong was awarded  
the Changi Airport Group (CAG) 
Undergraduate Scholarship in 2016, 
the thought about having the oppor-
tunity to work at CAG after completing 
her studies excited her.

“Being at the forefront of the aviation 
industry means that CAG will have to 
constantly innovate to stay ahead, be it 
in service or in technological systems. 
This is something I want to have a role 
in,” she says.

Enhancing the airport 
experience 
With support from the scholarship, the 
22-year-old completed a Bachelor 
of Science in International Relations 
at London School of Economics and 
Political Science in the United King-
dom last year.

One of the highlights of her first 
year in university was an internship at 

CAG in 2017. She was deployed to the 
arrival experience team in the airport 
operations management department 
of CAG to focus on a project on opti-
mising the user experience (UX) and 
user interface (UI) of the kiosks used 
by air passengers in the terminals. 

The project opened her eyes to  
the work culture and environment  
of CAG. She also read up about way-
finding, learnt what UX and UI mean, 
tested the kiosks and interacted with 
vendors. Being given a fair deal of 
responsibility during her internship 
was a refreshing and empowering 
experience to her too.

Ms Wong values the flexibility  
that CAG offers its scholars in pur-
suing different kinds of disciplines 
in university, as well as its employee 
engagement and culture. She also 
appreciates the annual festive gift 
package from CAG, and the opportu-
nity to meet its chief financial officer 
in the UK during the latter’s work trip 
along with other scholars in 2017.

With only a few months left before 
she completes a Master of Philosophy 
in Management programme at the 
University of Cambridge in the UK, 
she is looking forward to start her 
career at CAG, where she can expect 
diverse job options and learning 
opportunities.

Being at the forefront of the aviation industry 
means that CAG will have to constantly innovate 
to stay ahead, be it in service or in technological 

systems. This is something I want to have a role in.
MS CHLOE WONG , Changi Airport Group Undergraduate Scholarship recipient

PHOTO: CHLOE WONG

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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The SgIS scholarship o� ers networking 
events and internship opportunities that 

help undergraduate Ong Wei Sheng to gain 
valuable insights to the logistics industry 

SgIS Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizen; good 
A-level results, International 
Baccalaureate, NUS 
High School Diploma 
or Polytechnic Diploma; 
seeking admission or 
have been accepted 
for admission to the 
following institutions 
across all disciplines 
(excluding healthcare-
related disciplines): Nanyang 
Technological University 
(NTU), National University of 
Singapore (NUS), Singapore 
Institute of Technology (SIT), 
Singapore Management 
University (SMU), Singapore 
University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS). Singapore 
University of Technology 
and Design (SUTD). Good 
co-curricular activities 
record and leadership 
achievements; passion to 
contribute to Singapore’s 
strategic sectors.

VALUE OF AWARD:
Full tuition fees and 
approved academic 
charges; living and other 
allowances (e.g. hostel 
and overseas exchange)

BOND PERIOD:
Three years with the 
sponsoring organisation 
(for SIT graduates); four 
years with the sponsoring 
organisation  (for NTU / 
NUS / SMU / SUSS / SUTD 
graduates)

Terms and conditions apply 

A holistic 
journey to a 

better future

BY NICOLE LIM

When Mr Ong Wei Sheng sent out 
scholarship applications four years 
ago, his main goal was to receive 

fi nancial support to further his studies. 
When the 24-year-old was awarded the 

Singapore-Industry (SgIS) Full-Term Schol-
arship to pursue Industrial and Systems 
Engineering at the National University 
of Singapore in 2016, he realised that it 
actually goes beyond o� ering monetary 
supplementation to provide him with a 
holistic development.

Mr Ong, who majors in Industrial and Sys-
tems Engineering, had secured an internship 
opportunity with ST Logistics and attended 
many networking events for scholars. For 
him, this was a crucial part of shaping a clearer 
perspective on the future of the supply chain 
management industry in Singapore. 

He appreciates the fact that such an 
experience is not readily available to 
anyone and values the insights that he 
has gained into this industry. After all, 

Singapore’s role as a logistics and supply 
chain management hub is integral to the 
nation’s development.

Valuable experiences
Being an active participant of the Scholars’ 
Development and Engagement Pro-
gramme means that Mr Ong gets to meet 
other scholars at special events two to 
three times a year. 

The events are useful as it enables him 
to expand his network with other like-
minded individuals, and engage notable 
industry fi gures to learn about their areas 
of expertise and views on current a� airs. 

This has helped to broaden his perspec-
tive, view his internship opportunity with a 
greater sense of purpose, and see learning 
as an important lifelong process. 

“I was determined to learn as much as I can 
from experienced supervisors in this industry 
so that I will be well prepared to enter the 
workforce upon graduation,” says Mr Ong, 
who has also gained better understanding 
of the importance of the logistics sector to 
Singapore’s development. 

Other memorable activities include the 
grand opening of Toll City, the new logistics 
hub located at Tuas, in 2018. It was the fi rst 
major corporate event that he was involved 
in to set up the showcase of the company’s 
latest technologies, such as the SMART 
Cabinet powered by radio-frequency iden-
tifi cation technology for secured real-time 
visibility of high-value inventory kept in 
cabinets. He looks forward to more of such 
eye-opening experiences when he joins 
ST Logistics as a full-time employee after 
graduation this year.

Looking back as a scholarship applicant 
who was successfully awarded only on his 
second application, Mr Ong knows how 
daunting the process can be. Even then, he 
would advise potential applicants to take 
time to slowly review each scholarship. 

“You are making a decision that will impact 
four years of your studies and career; taking 
time to make an informed choice will be 
worth it,” he says.

You are making a decision that will 
impact four years of your studies 

and career; taking time to make an 
informed choice will be worth it.

MR ONG WEI SHENG, SgIS Scholarship recipient

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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E� ective policy-making and prudent spending 
should be underpinned by good science.

MR JOSHUA LEE, research o�  cer, Centre for Climate Research Singapore

PHOTO: TED CHEN

Come rain or shine
Research o�  cer Joshua Lee and his team at CCRS 
are at the frontline of tackling climate change

BY ESTHER TEO

A mid growing concerns 
about the e� ects of cli-
mate change, research of-

fi cer Joshua Lee from the Centre 
for Climate Research Singapore 
(CCRS) and his team are work-
ing to strengthen the country’s 
climate science capabilities, so 
as to build up the city-state’s de-
fences against  rising temperatures 
and sea levels.

Set up in 2013 as the research 
arm of Meteorological Service Sin-
gapore, CCRS is currently planning 
on the next set of climate change 
projections for Singapore and the 
surrounding region. Its work is 
cutting-edge, as weather and cli-
mate science in the tropics are still 
relatively unexplored and not well 
understood, Mr Lee says.

 “We are stepping into somewhat 
unchartered territory. There is much 
to discover — that is what makes 
the future exciting for me,” adds the 
26-year-old.

The son of an engineer and 
member of the environmental club 
in junior college, Mr Lee had planned 
to study environmental engineering 
after his A levels.

However, during his fi nal inter-
view for the National Environment & 
Water (NEW) Scholarship, the board 
raised the idea of him studying 
meteorology instead.  

“Back then in 2012, many coun-
tries were not prepared to accept 
climate change, let alone adapt to 
it. I reckoned that it might become 
a hot topic in the future and that 
studying meteorology would allow 
me to better contribute to the fi eld,” 
he recalls.

On the NEW Scholarship, he 
decided to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Mathematics and Meteo-
rology at the University of Reading in 
the United Kingdom. He enjoyed the 
programme more than he thought 

NEW Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens or 
permanent residents with 
outstanding academic results 
and a noteworthy co-curricular 
activities record. A-level, 
International Baccalaureate, 
polytechnic, NUS High 
students, undergraduates and 
mid-term undergraduates 
may apply.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Maintenance allowance; 
tuition and compulsory 
fees; computer and book 
allowance and hostel fees 
where applicable; sponsorship 
for approved enrichment/
exchange programmes and 
the possibility of pursuing 
postgraduate degrees. Return 
airfare plus allowance for 
computer, books, settling-in 
and warm clothing where 
applicable for overseas studies

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); six 
(overseas); fi ve years 
(non-English speaking 
countries) 

Terms and conditions apply

he would, and graduated with 
fi rst-class honours. He extended 
his studies with a year-long Master 
of Science in Atmosphere, Ocean 
and Climate, for which he achieved 
a distinction.

Crunching the numbers
Mr Lee began working at CCRS in 
2018. As part of a team of three in 
the Weather Modelling and Devel-
opment Section, he is working on 
improving the numerical weather 
prediction model for Singapore, 
known as SINGV. Typically, this 
involves assessing the model’s fore-
cast, debugging technical issues, 
customising the system for our 
region and thinking of innovative 
ways to further develop it.

As SINGV will likely be used 
as a regional climate model, Mr 
Lee’s work is consequential — any 
improvement to its core component 
will result in a more scientifi cally 
rigorous setup for climate change 
projections. 

 “The policies of our stakeholders, 
including the Government, depend 
on our climate change projections 
— how much to spend on climate 
change adaptation and mitigation 
using taxpayers’ money, what to 
spend it on, or whether to even 
spend anything.

“E� ective policy-making and 
prudent spending should be under-
pinned by good science,” he says.

Mr Lee hopes to continue learn-
ing from leading climate science 
experts around the world. An avid 
volunteer with children’s charity 
Touch Young Arrows, he also 
wants to share his expertise with 
more people.

 “I want to share the knowledge I 
have gained and guide others, espe-
cially fellow Singaporeans, to work 
together and deepen our under-
standing on such topics,” he says. 

The MND EDGE Scholarship off ers you a challenging and rewarding career in the Ministry of National 
Development (MND) and our agencies. 
Here you will work with creative and passionate professionals.
Whether it is to provide better homes for our people, enhance townships for stronger communities, grow our 
built environment sector or build a distinctive global city embedded in an environment where nature thrives, 
we strive to ensure that Singapore always remains a special home in the hearts of its people.
Join the MND Family and have a hand in shaping Singapore today for tomorrow. 
Log on to www.mnd.gov.sg to fi nd out more.

Ms Rachel Liu
MND EDGE Undergraduate Scholar
Bachelor of Science with Honors in Urban and Regional 
Studies
Cornell University
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Home Team engineer Lee Guoming 
helps keep Singapore safe by developing 
high-tech autonomous machines 

Designing 
robots for 
national 
security

BY JOLENE LIMUCO

Creating and playing with robots 
may sound like fun and games 
but it is “just another day at the 

office” for Mr Lee Guoming. 
The senior assistant director 

of Robotics, Automation and 
Unmanned Systems (RAUS) at Home 
Team Science and Technology 
Agency (HTX) is working on a project 
that involves the use of virtual reality 
(VR) technologies for teleoperation 
and end effector manipulation. 
Teleoperation refers to the remote 
controlling of a machine while end 
effector manipulation refers to using 
robotic parts to interact with the 
environment. 

“It feels like something from the 
Steven Spielberg movie Ready Player 
One where a person controls his 
avatar in a massively multiplayer 
online role-playing game using 
VR,” Mr Lee says of his project. “In  
my case, the avatar is a physical 
robotic system.”

 He adds that the machines are not 
intended to replace officers. The goal 
is to develop intuitive human-system 
machine interactions so that an 
officer can take over the control of 
a robot seamlessly during mission 
critical instances with minimum 
training and resources to sustain the 
competency.

Mr Lee also develops a connec-
tivity framework to enable interop-
erations between RAUS assets and 
Internet-of-Things devices. 

“This is essential for RAUS to func-
tion autonomously and collabora-
tively, and truly be a force multiplier 
for the Home Team,” he says. 

On this note, Mr Lee and his team 
are involved in enhancing the Mul-
tipurpose All-terrain Autonomous 
Robot (MATAR) by enabling robot 
teaming and data exchange with 
devices, such as CCTVs and smart 
doors, to achieve greater robot 
autonomy. 

With the added capabilities, not 
only can the MATAR expand its 
deployment beyond autonomous 
patrolling in protected and public 
areas, but also be more operationally 
effective.

HTX is a Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) agency, set up in December, 
that focuses on creating new science 
and technology (S&T) capabilities for 
homeland security and life-saving 
operations.

Solving real-world 
problems 
Working with robots is the ideal job 
for Mr Lee, who graduated from the 
National University of Singapore in 

2006 with a Bachelor in Mechanical 
Engineering. Upon completing his 
studies, he joined Defence Science 
and Technology Agency (DSTA) as an 
armament engineer procuring safety 
critical weapons and munitions for 
the Singapore Armed Forces. Seven 
years later, he joined the S&T depart-
ment at MHA, as it would enable  
him to develop new capabilities for 
homeland security. 

“I performed reasonably well in 
engineering-related studies during 
my academic years,” he says. 

“But it was only after I started 
working that I realised I had a flair 
in the application of engineering 
knowledge and technology to 
solve real world problems. National 
security is something that resonates 
strongly with me and that is why 

I choose to continue an equally 
meaningful career in HTX.”  

Keeping the  
nation secure
While the job comes with its fair 
share of challenges and failures, Mr 
Lee finds it fulfilling to be able to play 
a part in national security. His advice 
to budding engineers and scientists 
looking to embark on an S&T track 
with the Home Team is to adopt a 
never-say-die attitude. 

“Besides the appetite to take 
calculated risks in the work we do, 
which is at the forefront of tech-
nology and unique to Home Team 
operations, having the resilience 
and tenacity to bounce back and 
continue pushing the boundaries 
are crucial.” 

MHA Merit Scholarship (Civilian) –  
Science and Technology (S&T) track

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizens or permanent  
residents intending to take up 
Singapore citizenship;  good co-
curricular activities (CCA) records,  
A levels (with at least 10 academic 
units), International Baccalaureate 
(IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit) 
or equivalent; good performance in 
National Service (for male applicants); 
keen interest in a civilian career 
with the Home Team; courses and 
disciplines for S&T track: Computer 
Science, Computer Engineering, 
Electronic & Electrical Engineering 
(EEE), Engineering Science, Mechanical 
Engineering, Materials Science, 
Materials Engineering, Information 
System & Communications 
Technology, Physics and Mathematics

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition and other approved fees; 
maintenance allowance; pre-studies 
allowance; return economy class 
airfare (for those who pursue their 
studies in overseas universities; 
sponsorship for Masters and exchange 
programmes (if requirements are met)

BOND PERIOD:  
Six years (for English speaking 
countries); five years (for Non-English 
speaking countries); four years (for 
local universities)

Terms and  conditions apply

It was only after I started 
working that I realised I had 
a flair in the application of 

engineering knowledge and 
technology to solve real 

world problems. National 
security is something that 

resonates strongly with me 
and that is why I choose 
to continue an equally 

meaningful career in HTX. 
MR LEE GUOMING, senior assistant director,  
Home Team Science and Technology Agency

PHOTO: TED CHEN

PHOTO: TED CHEN

Paving an alternative  
road to success 
From ITE to poly and finally university, Mr Nicholas Chan’s journey 
to become a doctor is unconventional, but no less rewarding

BY CHERYL LEONG

Growing up, Mr Nicholas 
Chan recalls being struck 
by the stories his mother 

and grandmother shared about the 
plight of friends and relatives who 
had to undergo risky procedures to 
terminate their unexpected or un-
wanted pregnancies. 

In those days, abortions were con-
sidered taboo and these women had 
to turn to back alley clinics to get it 
done. Many suffered from long-term 
complications as a result of unsafe 
practices; some even died. 

“I was extremely surprised to 
hear such stories because even at a 
young age, I believed that a doctor’s 
duty is to provide his patients with 
the best medical treatment possi-
ble,” says Mr Chan. 

“The fact that there were doctors 
who took advantage of a vulnerable 
population did not sit well with me. 
I felt that if I could become a doctor 
myself, I would be in a better posi-
tion to help such people.”

It is this fervent passion to heal 
and help others that has led the 
24-year-old on a remarkable jour-
ney to where he is today.

A secondary school dropout, he 
enrolled in the Institute of Technical 
Education (ITE) in 2013 to pursue 
a National Institute of Technical 
Education Certificate in Nursing. He 
was impatient to further his ambi-
tion and wanted to dive straight into 
hands-on medical work. 

But he soon realised that the 
transition from ITE Nursing to 
medical school was not as simple 
as he had thought. “It was only after 
entering ITE that I began to seriously 
research this path that I’d chosen,” 
he says.

Even so, Mr Chan remained 
undaunted. He did well enough to 
enter Nanyang Polytechnic’s (NYP) 
Diploma in Nursing programme 
in 2015. When he learnt that the 
National University of Singapore 
(NUS) would accept exceptional 
nursing diploma applicants, he 
went one step further to increase 
his chances of getting an interview 
with NUS — by taking his A levels as 
a private candidate in 2017. 

Achieving a near-perfect grade 
point average in NYP, good A-level 
grades and being in the top 10 per-
centile during NUS’ medical admis-
sions test, Mr Chan was deservedly 
given a place in Yong Loo Lin School 
of Medicine at NUS last year, which 
sets him on the path of becoming 
a doctor. 

He was awarded an NUS Merit 
Scholarship, for which applicants 
are required to submit a scholarship 
application, and present outstand-
ing academic results and non-aca-
demic achievements. 

Currently a Year 1 student in the 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery (MBBS) programme, 
Mr Chan says he is grateful for 

the opportunities afforded by the 
scholarship, including how it will 
allow him to give back to society. 

One of his scholarship require-
ments requires him to participate 
in a community project under 
the Seeds of Good programme, 
a NUS community engagement 
programme that empowers stu-
dents to contribute to society by 
connecting them with outreach 
organisations.

Professing a strong inclination 
towards women’s health, Mr Chan 
thinks he is likely to choose projects 
related to that speciality. “I am in 
touch with several of my professors 
who have introduced me to wom-
en’s health projects of their own 
and they have agreed to mentor 
me,” he says. 

A part-time Singapore Civil 
Defence Force volunteer, Mr Chan 
is also working on becoming an 
emergency medical technician.
His next big dream is to specialise 
in internal medicine and women’s 
health because he feels it is woefully 
neglected in some parts of the world. 

“Doctors may not always be able 
to take our patients’ illnesses away, 
but we’re in a position to give them 
the best shot they have at recov-
ering. I hope that specialising in 
internal medicine will give me the 
widest skill set and knowledge base 
so that I can be useful in primary 
health,” he explains.

NUS Merit Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizens; 
strong leadership 
qualities; good  
co-curricular activities 
record; outstanding 
A-level, local polytechnic 
diploma, International 
Baccalaureate diploma, 
NUS High School 
diploma or equivalent 
qualifications; applying 
for admission to a full-
time undergraduate 
degree programme  
at NUS

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Full tuition fees and 
various forms of 
allowances; guaranteed 
offer of a one-semester 
Student Exchange 
Programme with one 
of NUS’ overseas 
partner universities; 
and guaranteed 
offer of on-campus 
accommodation for 
the first two years of 
undergraduate studies

BOND PERIOD:  
None

Terms and conditions apply

Doctors may not always be able to take our patients’ 
illnesses away, but we’re in a position to give them the 

best shot they have at recovering. I hope that specialising 
in internal medicine will give me the widest skill set and 

knowledge base so that I can be useful in primary health.
MR NICHOLAS CHAN, National University of Singapore Merit Scholarship recipient
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The exceptional example her junior 
college chemistry teacher set sparked 
Ms Tan Hwee Ling’s passion to pursue 
the NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars 
Programme

Inspired  
to inspire

BY SUZANNE SNG

O ne passionate and 
knowledgeable teach-
er with a heart of gold 

has always been a shining ex-
ample for Ms Tan Hwee Ling. 

The 22-year-old under-
graduate is now in prepara-
tion to be a teacher, and she 
has her chemistry teacher, Mr 
Harman Johil, to thank. Mr 
Harman, who taught her at 
National Junior College, pos-
sessed an ability to engage 
the class and inspired her to 
major in the subject, as well 
as follow in his footsteps to 
be an educator. 

Ms Tan shares how he used 
to come to class with just two 
to three coloured markers, 
and held the attention of her 
classmates as he worked on 
problems and give examples 
on the board. 

She says: “He sparked my 
interest in the subject, and he 
had excellent subject knowl-
edge which made chemistry 
exciting and applicable.

“He reminds me of some 
sort of mad scientist. When 
I was a student, I was con-
stantly amazed at his grasp 
of the subject and his ability 
to answer almost all of our 
questions on the spot.”

More than teaching 
Mr Harman also showed Ms  
Tan that the role of a teacher 
does not end in the classroom. 
He made an effort to go the 
extra mile to care for his stu-
dents, counselling them when 
they encountered problems. 

Recalling the time when 
she was going through a 
rough patch at home, Ms Tan 
says: “His care and concern 
made me understand the 
larger role that a teacher 
could play, beyond academ-
ics, in the life of a student.”

Currently in her third year 
of studies, Ms Tan is part of 
the Nanyang Technological 
University-National Institute 
of Education (NTU-NIE) 
Teaching Scholars Pro-
gramme.

“I decided to take up the 
scholarship and enrolled in 
the NTU-NIE Teaching Schol-
ars Programme because I was 
firm in my decision to be a 
teacher by the time I com-
pleted my A levels. I also felt 
that taking up this scholarship 
will provide me with the best 
opportunities to develop my 
skills as a teacher,” she says.

The four-year programme, 
which offers education-re-
lated and overseas oppor-
tunities, enabled her to go 
on trips to gain valuable ser-
vice-learning and practicum 
experiences in India and New 
Zealand respectively.

“During my trip to Namda-
pha Nalanda Nature School, I 
was faced with had difficulties 
of teaching with a language 
barrier. My team and I had to 
continually create engaging 
activities to capture the 
pupils’ attention,” she says 
of her stint in Arunachal 
Pradesh, India. 

This experience has inspired 
Ms Tan to think of new 
approaches to teaching. “I feel 
that in Singapore, we take for 
granted that we have English 
as a common language 
and we, as teachers, might 
unknowingly deliver chunk 
after chunk of information, 
expecting our students to 
understand,” she says.

“However, seeing how the 
students in India enjoyed the 
interactive activities, and how 
effective they were in building 
bonds, I feel that I would put 
in more effort to include such 
activities whenever possible 
to make learning more fun.”

NTU-NIE 
Teaching Scholars 
Programme

CRITERIA: 
Applicants must be 
in either the NTU 
BA (Ed) or BSc (Ed) 
programmes 

VALUE OF  
AWARD: 
Full sponsorship 
under the MOE 
Teaching Award 
or Teaching 
Scholarship  
(Local). 

BOND PERIOD:
Four years under 
the MOE Teaching 
Award or Teaching 
Scholarship (Local). 

Terms and  
conditions apply

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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An undergraduate scholarship and 
now a career with LTA give project 

engineer Nathaniel Lee the chance to 
contribute to nation-building

LTA Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Outstanding leadership 
qualities and a keen 
passion for Singapore’s 
land transport sector; 
excellent Co-Curricular 
Activities records; 
excellent interpersonal 
and communication 
skills; excellent GCE 
A level/NUS High 
Diploma/International 
Baccalaureate/
Polytechnic Diploma 
results or equivalent; 
outstanding university 
results (for current 
undergraduates)

VALUE OF AWARD:
Tuition and compulsory 
fees; maintenance 
allowance; sponsorship 
for a student exchange 
programme/summer 
school (upon approval); 
return economy/student 
airfare (for overseas 
scholars); sponsorship 
of Master’s degree (upon 
approval)

BOND PERIOD:
For full-term 
scholarships: Four to 
six years depending 
on whether studies are 
completed locally or 
abroad; for mid-term 
scholarships: One-year 
bond for every year of 
local study; or a one-and-
a-half year bond for every 
year of overseas study

Terms and conditions apply.

MOH Holdings 
Healthcare Merit Award

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizen or 
permanent resident 
who is willing to take up 
Singapore citizenship; 
good co-curricular 
activities record and 
strong leadership qualities; 
passion for serving in the 
public healthcare sector; 
good communication 
skills; achieve outstanding 
A-level results (o� ered 
at least 10 academic 
units), diploma with 
merit/distinction or 
equivalent qualifi cations, 
(e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS 
high school diploma)

VALUE OF AWARD:
Tuition and compulsory 
fees; monthly allowances; 
pre-study allowance; 
return economy 
airfare (for overseas 
study only); clinical 
placement expense 
(for overseas study 
only); sponsorship for 
approved developmental 
programmes; 
commencement award; 
distinction award 
(for scholars who graduate 
with at least Second Class 
(Upper) Honours 
or equivalent)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); 
six years (overseas)

Terms and conditions apply

Laying 
groundwork 

for the future

BY AUDREY NG

No two days are ever the same for Mr 
Nathaniel Lee, a project engineer 
with the Land Transport Authority’s 

(LTA) System Integration and Commis-
sioning Division.

The 27-year-old has set his sights on 
an engineering career since he was a 
student; his dream was made possible 
by the LTA Undergraduate Scholarship 
he clinched.

After getting his Diploma in Aerospace 
Engineering in 2012, he wanted to further 
his studies, and applied for the scholar-
ship to study mechanical engineering at 
the Nanyang Technological University. 
The statutory board is the obvious choice 
to him. 

“LTA is an engineering-centred organ-
isation and I relished the opportunity to 
be involved in a large scale and complex 
system like Singapore’s rail system,” says 
Mr Lee. 

“Transportation is indispensable in daily 
life to many. Being in LTA would allow me 
to create positive changes to the trans-
port infrastructure and see the fruition of 

BY RATNA RAMLI

As a teenager, Mr Tsurayaki Murakami 
Guanzhi, enjoyed watching a vari-
ety of documentaries on humani-

tarian work. Little did he know then that 
he would continue to be inspired by the 
altruistic work he saw on screen. The 
30-year-old is pursuing a career as a senior 
prosthetist and orthotist at Tan Tock Seng 
Hospital (TTSH). 

Q: Have you always wanted 
to work in healthcare?
I’ve always admired the selfl essness of 
humanitarian workers volunteering in 
developing countries. I was in junior college 
when I started going on volunteering trips 
to rural areas in Thailand and the Philip-
pines. Since then, my ambition to work in 
healthcare has grown over the years. 

Q: What led you to apply for 
the Healthcare Merit Award 
(full-time) Scholarship, 
previously known as the 
Health Science and Nursing 
Scholarship, o� ered by 
MOH Holdings?
The scholarship o� ers an array of unique 
healthcare programmes. It was an invalu-
able opportunity to pursue my dream 
while studying at an accredited institution 
overseas. When I received the scholar-
ship in 2010, I applied for the four-year 
degree programme in Bachelor of 
Science (Prosthetics & Orthotics)at the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, 
Scotland. It is an internationally well-
regarded institution in the profession of 
prosthetics and orthotics. 

Q: Why do you focus on 
prosthetics and orthotics? 
They stood out when I was doing research 
on the various fi elds. They require both 
medical and engineering aspects, which 
intrigued me. So I went for job shadowing 
experiences at TTSH with its Physiotherapy 
Cardiopulmonary team, and Prosthetics 

our hard work by improving lives through 
infrastructure,” he adds.

After his undergraduate studies, he 
pursued a Master of Science in Systems 
Engineering Management from University 
College London and graduated in 2018.

He joined LTA in October 2018 and 
currently works on the testing and 
commissioning of rail systems for the 
Thomson-East Coast Line (TEL). 

Each day is always di� erent, he says, 
adding that he could be meeting con-
tractors in the morning, or doing testing 
and commissioning work on the TEL in 
the afternoon or at night.

“Being able to be both on the ground 
as well as behind the scenes makes the 
work meaningful as we are involved in 
the whole process of the TEL project. The 
unpredictability of circumstances when 
working on projects and the varying con-
ditions on-site make the work environ-
ment dynamic and stimulating,” he says.  

Structured for progress
When Mr Lee fi rst applied for the LTA 
scholarship as a student, he was not sure 
which area of engineering he wanted to 
specialise in. 

Through two internships with LTA, 
he was exposed to the breadth of work 
across its various divisions, including sys-
tems engineering. New technical knowl-
edge he gained on the job deepened his 
interest in the specialised fi eld of systems 
engineering. 

Being an LTA scholar means he gets to 
work in di� erent divisions, providing him 
with varied learning opportunities. As he 
progresses in his career, he will get to learn 
about other MRT lines and rail systems, 
and develop new skills and deepen his 
technical knowledge along the way.

“My long-term career ambition would 
be to develop, test and commission 
high-performing and safer rail systems in 
Singapore,” he says. 

As a scholar, Mr Lee also gets to inter-
act with LTA’s senior management as 
well as colleagues from other statutory 
boards within the Ministry of Transport 
(MOT) through initiatives such as the 
MOT Family Induction Programme.

These opportunities allow him to form 
meaningful working relationships with 
colleagues outside LTA as well as those 
from LTA’s di� erent divisions. 

To those interested in an engineering 
career, Mr Lee has this advice: Take time 
to discover your passion and always 
seize the opportunity to learn.

Mr Tsurayaki Murakami Guanzhi fi nds fulfi lment 
in the unique fi eld of prosthetics and orthotics 

Engineering the best 
recovery for patients

and Orthotics team. The stint solidifi ed 
my interest.

Q: What makes your 
job fulfi lling?
I manage a wide range of patient popu-
lation groups daily. This involves assess-
ments for a new prosthetic or orthotics 
device, or reviewing current ones for 
adjustments and repairs. 

I also work in paediatrics. This is one of 
the most fulfi lling parts of my job. Some 
infants may have some kind of birth defor-
mity or mobility issues, so I work closely 
with them to assist them with their mobility 
as they grow up. As I get to watch them 
grow up over the years, some of them 
may establish a personal connection with 
me. This makes my work really fulfi lling.

Q: What are the common 
misconceptions about this 
profession that you wish 
to debunk?
Some patients expect instant recovery. 
The e� orts of a multidisciplinary team, as 
well as the commitment and motivation 
of the patient, are required over a con-
tinuous phase of rehabilitation before 
realistic goals can be achieved.

Q: What are attributes needed 
to succeed in this line of work? 
You need an altruistic personality, a hands-on 
mentality for the technical aspect of the job, 
and a keen interest in current and future 
trends and technologies of the fi eld. 

Q: Any advice for graduating 
students who are considering 
a scholarship?
Go for job shadowing opportunities and 
research on the patient population groups 
specifi c to that profession. Participate in 
volunteer activities with these groups to 
better understand their needs and how 
you can address them before you pursue 
the scholarship. 

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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The gender gap in 
engineering did not 
deter Ms Vernice Toh 
from pursuing her 
dream to become an 
electrical engineer

Blazing 
a trail 
forward

BY ESTHER TEO

G rowing up, Ms Vernice 
Toh and her mechanic 
father bonded over their 

love of finding out how everyday 
machines worked. It sparked her 
interest in electric circuits and the 
flow of electrons.

“I became fascinated by the 
invisible forces that power our 
lives — from lighting up our 
cities, to washing our clothes 
and cooling us down in the 
heat,” Ms Toh recalls.

After completing her A levels 
at Raffles Institution, she decided 
to pursue a degree in Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering at 
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) on the National 
Environment & Water (NEW) 
Scholarship. 

The varsity cheerleader grad-
uated with Honours (Highest 
Distinction) last year, and soon 
began working as an electrical 
engineer at PUB, Singapore’s 
national water agency.

Making things  
work better
With a team of two other 
electrical engineers, and seven 
assistant engineers and techni-
cians, Ms Toh is responsible for 
the maintenance, replacement 
and improvement of electrical 
equipment at Chestnut Avenue 
Waterworks (CAWW). 

Although she joined PUB just 
six months ago, the 23-year-old 
has been involved in a number 
of significant projects, including 
the Asset Management System 
implemented across PUB; a 
Genset Modification Works 
project for CAWW to minimise 
operation downtime in the event 
of power grid failure; and a Real-
Time Location System smart 
tracker trial which could help to 
improve workplace safety. 

She will also be assisting in the 
implementation of floating solar 
panels at Upper Peirce Reservoir 
to supply electricity to CAWW. 

Despite the engineering field 
being male-dominated, Ms Toh 
says she has yet to experience 
any gender discrimination. In 
fact, she thinks the gender ratio 
is gradually improving  — she has 
noticed an increasing number 
of women at NTU choosing 
engineering as their career. 

She says: “Encouraging more 
females to join this industry will 
infuse it with fresh ideas and more 
talent, which could help drive 
innovation in the long run.”

Ms Toh is also excited about 
the myriad engineering possibil-
ities, such as data collection and 
analysis through the Internet of 
Things, an predictive mainte-
nance via smart sensors. 

She says: “For young engineers 
like me, it is our challenge to keep 
learning and upgrading ourselves 
to stay relevant. 

“I hope to acquire critical skills 
in PUB by leveraging my seniors’ 
experiences to build new solu-
tions and bring value to Singa-
pore’s engineering workforce.”

NEW Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizens or permanent residents with 
outstanding academic results and a noteworthy 
co-curricular activities record. A-level, 
International Baccalaureate, polytechnic, NUS 
High students, undergraduates and mid-term 
undergraduates may apply.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Maintenance allowance; tuition and compulsory 
fees; computer and book allowance and 
hostel fees where applicable; sponsorship for 
approved enrichment/exchange programmes 
and the possibility of pursuing postgraduate 
degrees. Return airfare plus allowance for 
computer, books, settling-in and warm clothing 
where applicable for overseas studies

BOND PERIOD:  
Four years (local); six (overseas); five years  
(non-English speaking countries) 

Terms and conditions apply

Encouraging 
more females to 
join this industry 
would infuse it 
with fresh ideas 
and more talent, 
which could help 
drive engineering 
innovation in the 

long run. 
MS VERNICE TOH,  
electrical engineer, 

PUB, Singapore’s national water agency

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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MPA Mid Term Scholarship recipient Jeffrey Chai’s  
efforts to pick up data science and AI on his own paid off

BY MICHELLE CHIN

Embarking on a mechanical  
engineering career would  
have been expected of Mr 

Jeffrey Chai, 26,  after he grad-
uated with a bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering  from 
Nanyang Technological University   
last year.   

Interestingly, a career in data 
science and artificial intelligence 
(AI) was initially not on the cards 
for Mr Chai, who had received the 
Maritime and Port Authority of 
Singapore (MPA)  Mid Term Schol-
arship during his second year of 
undergraduate studies.   

He only became interested in 
these fields during the last two 
years in university, after his peers 
who were reading computer 
engineering introduced him to data 
science and AI concepts.

Adding to that, Mr Chai’s under-
graduate internship at MPA’s Next 
Generation Port Systems Depart-
ment in 2018 gave him a deeper 
appreciation of digital technology 
adopted by the maritime industry, 
as he was involved in projects such 
as development of the Next Gen-
eration Vessel Traffic Management 
System, and also the use of video 
analytics for detection of dark 
smoke emission by vessels.  

Learning about data  
science and AI
As Mr Chai learnt more about  
data science and AI, he realised that 
their relevance to almost every in-
dustry is becoming increasingly 
important, which piqued his inter-
est further.

“Data science and AI are impor-

tant for  MPA  to provide quality 
services to the maritime industry 
stakeholders and maintain our 
global port competitiveness,” he 
says. “The use of data visualisation 
and analytics with real-time infor-
mation can streamline workflows 
as well as augment decision-mak-
ing processes.”

That was when he deepened his 
skills in programming languages 
such as Python and R through 
online courses and with the help  of 
friends who had coding experience. 

He even devoted at least 
two to three hours a day to 
related self-learning activities 
despite having to manage a busy  
academic schedule.

Upon the completion of his 
studies, Mr Chai was given the 
opportunity to work as an assistant 
manager  in the Data Science and 
Artificial Intelligence Department  

MPA Mid Term 
Scholarship – 
Undergraduate 

VALUE AND BENEFITS
Tuition and other 
compulsory fees; 
monthly maintenance 
allowance; other 
allowances (e.g. pre-
studies allowance); 
opportunity for 
sponsorship of approved 
student exchange 
or summer school 
programme; internship 
opportunities at MPA 
before and during studies
 
REQUIREMENTS
Singapore Citizens or 
Permanent Residents; 
excellent results for 
A levels, International 
Baccalaureate 
or equivalent, or 
Polytechnic Diploma 
with Merit; good Co-
Curricular Activities track 
records; undergraduates 
with good university 
results may also apply
 
BOND DURATION
Pro-rated according to 
years of study

Terms and conditions apply

Turning interest  
into passion

at MPA. 
This department  develops and 

manages data science and AI 
systems, projects and services 
for MPA’s digital transformation. 

It also  designs data science  
and analytics capability devel-
opment road maps for  MPA’s  
officers to become equipped with  
digital skills. 

“MPA scholars will be given 
exposure to different areas of 
work through a series of planned 
postings and rotations,” he adds.

Mr Chai feels that it is important 
to keep an open mind to learn new 
skills, and never underestimate 
one’s own potential.

“Start now and try all possible 
means to do so. Do not be afraid 
to take the first step in doing 
something new or unfamiliar. It 
is part of the learning process,”  
he says.

Do not be afraid to take  
the first step in doing  

something new or unfamiliar.  
It is part of the learning process.

MR JEFFREY CHAI, MPA Mid Term Scholarship recipient

Hear from other PA scholars who have made 
a meaningful difference in the community.
go.gov.sg/pa-scholarships

Seah Tiong Kiat
Recipient of PA Scholarship 
(Local)

Grace Chan
Recipient of PA Scholarship
(Overseas)

An Undergraduate
Scholarship With
A Difference

Join our
PA Family!

Come create a 
great home and a 
caring community 

with us!

PA Scholarship

The People’s Association 
(PA) Scholarship offers the 
opportunity for you to build 
your career in an area that
you are PAssionate about, be it
youth, active ageing, sports,
arts and culture, social development 
or community leadership.
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Committed 
to care 
BY PEH YI WEN

While fellow nursing 
classmates buried their 
noses in books at night, 

Ms Koh Zuo En would be con-
ducting private tuition classes at
her students’ homes. This routine
left her too fatigued to cope
with assignments.

The Bachelor of Science 
(Nursing) (Honours) undergradu-
ate had needed a part-time job to 
fund her university fees then. Her 
fi nances used to be so tight that 
spending on hardcopy textbooks 
or equipment like a stethoscope 
was considered a luxury.  

In a bid to redirect her focus 
back to her studies, Ms Koh 
applied for a MOH Holdings mid-
term scholarship through Bright-
Sparks, a scholarship portal. 

In March 2018, she was 
awarded the MOH Holdings 
Community Nursing Scholarship, 
which freed her from fi nancial 
burdens and set her on the path 
to a career in nursing. 

“With the scholarship, I feel 
more secure knowing that I don’t 
have to worry about fi nances 
and can concentrate on my 
classes and clinical attachments,” 
she says.

Today, the 22-year-old saves 
on travel time by staying on cam-
pus, which provides a more con-
ducive environment for studying.

Learning and developmental 
opportunities are also aplenty for
scholars like Ms Koh. Besides 
travelling to Cangyuan in China’s 
Yunnan province to perform 
health screenings and give 
hygiene lessons to children, 
she also had the opportunity to 

MOH Holdings Community 
Nursing Scholarship 

CRITERIA:
Achieve outstanding O-level
results, A-level results, diploma 
with merit/distinction or 
equivalent qualifi cations, (e.g. 
International Baccalaureate 
or NUS high school diploma); 
application for nursing studies 
in local educational institutions 
(NYP, NP or NUS); strong interest 
to serve in the community; good 
co-curricular activities record 
and strong leadership skills; 
Singapore citizen or permanent 
resident who is willing to take up 
Singapore citizenship

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Tuition and compulsory fees;
monthly and pre-study 
allowances; return economy 
airfare (for overseas study only); 
sponsorship for approved 
developmental programmes; 
commencement award; 
distinction award (for scholars 
who graduate with at least 
Second Class (Upper) Honours 
or equivalent)

BOND PERIOD:
Three years (diploma at NYP 
or NP and local degree at SIT 
or MOHH-approved overseas 
degree for O-level graduates); 
four years (local degree at 
NUS for A-level, diploma 
or equivalent qualifi cation 
graduates)

Terms and conditions apply

I look forward to working in 
a healthcare team to help patients 

improve their quality of life. 
MS KOH ZUO EN, MOH Holdings Community Nursing Scholarship recipient

give back in scholar-exclusive 
community involvement pro-
grammes in local nursing homes 
and hospitals too.

Personal experience 
with caregiving 
Ms Koh’s experience as a caregiv-
er for her late grandmother, who 
was diagnosed with anal can-
cer, shaped her views about the 
importance of nursing care and 
sparked her interest in geriatrics 
before she entered the Nation-
al University of Singapore. The 
wide exposure she later received 
as a scholar further a�  rmed this 
belief. “The best thing about the 
skills and knowledge you gain, is 
that they can be applied to many 
aspects of your life,” she says. 

“Also, seeking medical care can 
be an intimidating experience. My
nursing background helps me to
reassure family members who are 
ill to better understand their care 
plan and make better decisions.” 

In two years, Ms Koh will grad-
uate and embark on a six-month 
training in an acute hospital. She 
will then join community hospital 
St Luke’s Hospital as a sta�  nurse 
to focus on rehabilitative care. 

“I look forward to working in a 
healthcare team to help patients 
improve their quality of life,” 
she says.

“Nothing feels more rewarding 
than allaying anxieties of senior 
patients and knowing they feel 
more assured when you speak 
the same language as them,” says 
the second-year nursing student, 
who is conversant in Hokkien 
and Teochew dialects, and can 
speak some Malay.

MOH Holdings’ Community Nursing mid-term scholarship 
enables Ms Koh Zuo En to fully focus on pursuing a nursing career

PHOTO: TED CHEN
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 A heart and 
mind for people
BY BRYTE ASTERI

T he opportunity to make a 
di� erence to peoples’ lives 
was what drew Ms Valen-

cia Wong, 27, to the People’s As-
sociation (PA) Scholarship. 

“I found that PA’s mission of 
building and bridging commu-
nities for a cohesive society would
provide opportunities for me to
build a future career towards
serving others,” she says.  When Ms
Wong was awarded the scholar-
ship in 2013, she chose to study
Accountancy at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS).

She credits PA for internship 
opportunities that exposed her 
to community work, and for 
fi nancial support during her stay 
in the College of Alice and Peter 
Tan located in NUS. Staying in the 
residential college, which has a 
focus on community engage-
ment and active citizenry, helped 
her to deepen her conviction that 
it is crucial to build a community 
with strong bonds and develop a 
stronger desire to serve others.

After graduating in 2017, Ms 
Wong began working with the 
grassroots at Taman Jurong 
Constituency O�  ce, where she 
was eager to put what she has 
learnt to benefi t the Singapore 
community. Some of her respon-
sibilities then included managing 
forms for grants and bursaries, 
and coordinating deliveries of 
food rations. 

Serving the 
community
Last March, she moved to work 
at PA’s headquarters as Head of 
Strategic Planning. Her current 

PA Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens; 
excellent academic results 
(e.g. A-level, polytechnic 
diploma, university degree, 
and/or other equivalent 
qualifi cations like the 
International Baccalaureate); 
leadership qualities displayed 
through active participation in 
co-curricular activities and/or 
community/volunteer service, 
especially in leadership 
positions; love to work with 
people

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Full tuition and compulsory 
fees; monthly maintenance 
and pre-studies allowances; 
sponsorship for approved 
student exchange 
programme; sponsorship 
of Master’s degree (if 
requirements are met); 
return airfare (for overseas 
universities); medical/health 
insurance (where required by 
the university)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years for local 
scholarship; fi ve years for
overseas scholarship (non-
English speaking countries); 
six years for overseas 
scholarship (English speaking 
countries). This is also 
applicable to mid-term 
scholars.

Terms and conditions apply

I found that PA’s mission of building 
and bridging communities for a 
cohesive society would provide 

opportunities for me to build a future 
career towards serving others. 

MS VALENCIA WONG, head of strategic planning, People’s Association

work involves making plans to 
address community concerns at 
a broader national level. 

“Thus, there is a continual need 
to faithfully consider better ways 
of doing things, and to always 
remember the residents we are 
serving in the work that we do,” 
she explains.

Through her work, Ms Wong 
has had many opportunities to 
create new concepts and devel-
opments, vis-à-vis the changing 
social fabric. One aspect of her 
work involves working towards 
ensuring that communities stay 
cohesive and trusting of one 
another. “We hope to encourage 
people to step forward and make 
the change they want to see in 
their neighbourhood, with one 
another,” she adds.

Ms Wong feels there is a press-
ing need to nurture community 
resilience and bridge divides, 
especially against the current 
global backdrop of increasing 
societal polarisation. This is why 
she believes in contributing 
towards nation building through 
her meaningful work.

Because of those convictions, 
she says: “I strive to do every 
piece of work assigned to me 
with excellence, knowing that 
the outcome matters to our 
community.”

“For me, this is not just a reg-
ular ‘9am-to-6pm’ job. Every day 
presents an opportunity for me 
to use my skills, time and heart 
to contribute towards building 
close, interconnected commu-
nities that will make Singapore a 
better home for all.”

Being a PA scholar has allowed Ms Valencia Wong to embark 
on a meaningful career where her work benefi ts the community

PHOTO: TED CHEN
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

The NTU-University Scholars Programme gives Ms Celine Koh ample 
opportunities to pursue her interest in volunteer work

A champion for
the downtrodden

NTU-University 
Scholars Programme

CRITERIA:
Outstanding A-level, diploma 
awarded by a polytechnic in 
Singapore, NUS High School 
Diploma, IB Diploma or Year 
12 equivalent qualifi cations; 
excellent co-curricular records; 
strong leadership qualities and 
potential. Open to all nationalities, 
successful awardees should 
read a full-time undergraduate 
degree programme in NTU and 
be in the NTU-University Scholars 
Programme.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Full coverage of subsidised tuition 
fees (after Tuition Grant ); living 
allowance of $6,500 per academic 
year; accommodation allowance 
of up to $2,000 per academic year 
(applicable to scholarship holders 
who reside in NTU hostels only); 
computer allowance of $1,750 
(one-o� ); travel grant of $5,000 
for an overseas study/attachment 
programme (once only); and 
overseas benefi ts in the semester 
of the NTU-USP Study Abroad or 
NTU Exchange Programme

BOND PERIOD:
None, apart from the three-year 
bond applicable to all Singapore 
PRs and international students 
under the MOE Tuition Grant 
Scheme

Terms and conditions apply

PHOTO: TED CHEN

BY ESTHER TEO

It can feel challenging trying to keep 
up with Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) fi nal-year student Celine 

Koh. The Bachelor of Communica-
tion Studies (Honours) undergraduate 
at the Wee Kim Wee School of Com-
munication and Information keeps her 
schedule fi lled with activities she loves 
— photography, graphic design, sports 
and travelling. 

But no matter how busy the Meridian 
Junior College alumna gets, she always 
makes time for volunteer work.

Over her four years at NTU, the 
NTU-University Scholars Programme 
(NTU-USP) scholar has undertaken an 
array of tasks such as taking care of stu-
dents from social service organisation 
FILOS Community Services; cleaning up 
the homes of elderly in Lengkok Bahru 
estate; and helping to prepare teaching 
materials for refugees at the Fugee 
School in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Globetrotting education
Ms Koh, 22, is grateful for the many op-
portunities NTU-USP has provided her 
to delve into volunteerism and hone her 
leadership skills. 

In addition to serving in posts such 
as a senior group mentor of Travel 
Overseas Programme for Scholars 
(TOPS)  and director of publicity and 
public relations of the NTU-USP Club, 
she also took part in the 2018 University 
Scholars Leadership Symposium in 
Bangkok, Thailand to discuss global 
humanitarian issues with scholars from 
other countries. 

“The symposium opened my eyes 
to the social issues that neighbouring 
countries are facing and how privileged 
I am as a Singaporean. It fuelled my 

interest in bringing about social change 
and led me to volunteer more back 
home,” Ms Koh says.

In her fourth year in university,  she 
was nominated to represent NTU-USP
in the Association of Pacifi c Rim 
Universities Undergraduate Leaders’ 
Programme 2019 in Oregon in the 
United States. The two-week confer-
ence tackled health, environment and 
inequality challenges faced by local 
community agencies. 

Ms Koh was involved in leadership 
training, skills development workshops 
and a hands-on research-based study 
with 50 other students from 13 coun-
tries. Her group clinched the fi rst prize 
for an action plan to resolve education 
inequality in the local community. 

“I left the programme feeling 
empowered to take on similar social 
dilemmas in Singapore,” she says.

One of Ms Koh’s favourite modules 
under the scholarship programme is 
Displaced Communities, Education and 
Opportunities, where she learnt more 
about displaced communities overseas 
and even interacted with former refu-
gees over Skype. 

She feels that the programme 
enables one to experience a wide array 
of modules from other disciplines and 
develops one into an adaptable global 
citizen with critical thinking skills.

To new NTU-USP scholars, she 
advises: “Make the best of your schol-
arship experience by seizing every 
opportunity that knocks on your door. 
Be willing to step up to lead and serve 
others even if it may seem daunting, 
participate in soft-skills workshops 
that are o� ered and do not be afraid to 
question and challenge yourself.”   

Make the best of your scholarship
experience by seizing every opportunity that 

knocks on your door. Be willing to step up 
to lead and serve others even if it may seem 
daunting, participate in soft-skills workshops 

that are o� ered and do not be afraid
to question and challenge yourself.

MS CELINE KOH, NTU-University Scholars Programme recipient

YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS

The future is digital, and the convergence of infocomm media (ICM) opens up a world of possibilities. 
The Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship empowers you to deepen your skills and chart your own 

career path in an ICM job role in any organisation.

Polytechnic • Undergraduate • Postgraduate

Apply now:
www.imtalent.sg/scholarships
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MOE scholar Christine Hor gains different perspectives in the education sector

SGRail Industry Scholarship 
grooms industry’s next 
generation of leaders in the 
Government’s $100m push  
to upskill rail workers

Bringing change to learning

Making 
a ‘rail’ 
impact

With the new 
SGRail Industry 

Scholarship 
offered by LTA, 

scholarship 
holders can enjoy 

a diverse and 
dynamic career 

path in the  
rail industry.

PHOTO: 
LAND TRANSPORT 

AUTHORITY

BY ESTHER TEO

Interested in all things trains, engi-
neering, technology and transport?

The new SGRail Industry Scholar-
ship, centrally awarded and managed 
by the Land Transport Authority (LTA), 
may just be your ticket to shaping the 
future of the rail industry.

As Singapore continues to push 
the frontiers and leverage emerging 
technologies to achieve smarter 
mobility, the transformation of the 
industry hinges on the next genera-
tion of rail professionals.

The SGRail Industry Scholarship, 
launched in November 2019 as part 
of the Government’s $100 million 
push to upskill the industry, aims to 
attract and retain talent to become 
future industry leaders.

Successful applicants can expect 
to gain valuable work experience in 
the public and private sectors with 
the rail scholarship.

Diverse career 
opportunities
Through its structured developmental 
programme, scholarship holders will 
get the chance to work on projects in 
organisations such as LTA, SBS Transit 
and SMRT Corporation, and deepen 
their skills in project management, rail 
planning and development, as well as 
operations and management of the  
rail network.

They will also work hand-in-hand 
with like-minded individuals who are 
equally passionate about innovations 
in engineering and railway fields, 

and learn from highly-experienced 
specialists and technical experts in  
their fields.

There are plenty of job roles in a 
variety of sectors in the rail industry.

SGRail Industry scholarship holders 
can enjoy a diverse and dynamic 
career path with a wide range of  
specialities to choose from. 

They will hone deep rail operations 
and engineering domain knowledge in 
areas including Signalling, Rolling Stock, 
Power, Permanent Way and Systems.

Learn from the best
Having good mentors can make  
the difference between a good and 
great career.

In addition to good career devel-
opment and training opportunities,  
the SGRail Industry Scholarship also 
offers excellent mentorship by indus-
try forerunners. 

Scholarship holders get to work 
alongside some of the greatest engi-
neering minds and learn from their 
wealth of expertise through their  
rail career.

The sky’s the limit with the-
scholarship’s comprehensive talent 
development programme. They also 
enjoy unrivalled exposure to a diverse 
variety of rail careers where they can 
learn, grow and play a role in shaping 
the best rail practices.

Through different professional 

career tracks and development  
programmes, they will get to expand 
their leadership skills, develop spe-
cialised rail expertise and grow their 
capabilities.

Beyond Singapore, scholarship  
holders will also gain valuable expo-
sure and expertise in the dynamic rail 
industry with internships in multina-
tional corporations.

These fast-track career develop-
ment opportunities position them at 
the frontier to gain different perspec-
tives and deepen their experience as 
a top rail professional.

Visit bit.ly/sgrailscholar for more 
information on eligibility and  
benefits.

BY JOLENE LIMUCO

While teaching gives Ms  
Christine Hor a deep sense 
of satisfaction, she finds 

policymaking at the Polytechnic 
and Institute of Technical Education 
(ITE) Policy Branch at the Ministry of 
Education (MOE) just as rewarding. 
This is because the 28-year-old has 
a hand in developing policies that 
reflect the evolving needs of the 
economy.

“The introduction of new 
admission routes, such as Early 
Admissions Exercise, Polytechnic 
Foundation Programme and Direct 
Entry Scheme to Polytechnic Pro-
gramme, has made educational 
pathways more diverse and porous,” 
she says. “I wanted to be part of this 
change and thought that it would 
be exciting to learn more about the 
higher education space.”

Prior to joining MOE Headquarters 
as a senior head of higher education 
policy, Ms Hor taught chemistry, 
lower secondary science and maths 
at Punggol Secondary School. As 
an MOE Overseas Merit Scholarship 
(Teaching) awardee, she has the 
opportunity to rotate jobs within the 
ministry every two to three years to 
develop a better understanding 
of how policies are crafted and  
implemented.

 The scholarship has since been 
renamed as the Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) Scholarship (Teaching 
Service).

Ms Hor has a Master of Philosophy 
in Chemistry from the University 
of Cambridge and a Bachelor of 

Science in Chemistry, Honours 
(First Class) from Imperial College 
London in the United Kingdom. 
She chose to study overseas to gain  
new perspectives on the British edu-
cation sector while learning about 
different cultures.

“Imperial was one of my top choices 
as it is known for its academic rigour 
and offering research opportunities,” 
she says, referring to the university’s 
undergraduate course.

Joy in helping others
As a junior college student, Ms Hor 
did peer tutoring, helping school-
mates with their studies. She also 
volunteered at Salvation Army, 
where she gave tuition to needy 
children.

“Through these experiences, I 
found joy in helping others and felt a 
great sense of satisfaction knowing 
that I could help them learn better. 
Many of them gained confidence 
and felt empowered to pursue their 
dreams. This prompted me to con-
sider teaching as a career,” she says.

After her A levels in 2009, Ms Hor 
enrolled in the MOE Teaching Intern-
ship Programme to get some experi-
ence, and it reaffirmed her decision to 
join the education sector.

“The most rewarding thing about 
teaching was to watch my students 
grow and develop into young adults 
with good character. I always hoped 
to make a positive impact on their 
lives. Even after they graduated, 
it was a joy to see how they were 
charting their own paths.”

PHOTO: TED CHEN

PSC Scholarship (Teaching Service)

CRITERIA: 
Be a Singapore citizen or  
Singapore permanent resident 
who is willing to take up Singapore 
citizenship; good character, 
outstanding leadership qualities and 
keen passion for education; excellent  
Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) 
records; excellent interpersonal 
and communication skills; A levels 
(with minimum 10 academic units), 
International Baccalaureate  
(IB), Polytechnic, Diploma, NUS  
High Diploma or equivalent 

Disciplines:
Languages, Humanities, Art and  
Music, Physical Education and  
Sports Science, Social Sciences, 
Sciences and Mathematics

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Sponsorship of tuition fees and other 
approved charges; maintenance 
and pre-studies allowance; return 
economy airfare (for overseas 
studies only); developmental 
programmes during undergraduate 
studies (e.g. school attachment 
and HQ internship); opportunities 
to participate in overseas school 
attachment; sponsorship of approved 
student exchange programmes, 
summer programmes and CCAs; 
possibility of sponsorship of Master’s 
degree (if requirements are met); 
be enrolled into the Postgraduate; 
Diploma in Education (PGDE) 
teacher preparation programme at 
the National Institute of Education 
(NIE) as a salaried employee, after 
completion of first degree

BOND PERIOD:
Six years for studies in English  
speaking countries; five years for 
studies in non-English speaking 
countries; four years for studies in  
local universities

Terms and conditions apply

Through these experiences, I found 
joy in helping others and felt a great 
sense of satisfaction knowing that  

I could help them learn better. 
MS CHRISTINE HOR, senior head of higher education policy, Ministry of Education

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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Space SHAPER
Engineers make a diff erence. They harness new technology and 
develop solutions to shape our built environment. From simulations 
that optimise transport and building layouts to smart sensors for a 
sustainable living environment. Engineers re-shape our way of life.

Be an engineer. Make it your next move.

Laura Lee
Data Science Engineer

ENGINEER
WHAT’S NEXT.

Find out more about
engineering careers in the Public Service

TENGAH 
‘FOREST TOWN’

SLA scholar Tan Kai Yi goes  
off the beaten track to optimise 
Singapore’s living environment

Getting 
the lay of 
the land

BY JOLENE LIMUCO

No two days at work are 
alike for Ms Tan Kai Yi. 
Some days, the senior  

executive at the Land Asset 
Management Division (LAMD) at 
Singapore Land Authority (SLA) 
is at the Southern Islands, where 
she has a project trialing the use 
of TV White Space (TVWS). 

TVWS is the under-used radio 
spectrum in the TV broadcast 
bands that could be tapped on 
to provide low-cost, reliable and 
long-range wireless connectiv-
ity to facilitate high-bandwidth 
data transmission.

Other days, the 24-year-old 
meets tech companies to seek 
out innovative ways to manage 
State Lands and Properties.

Ms Tan is part of the Land 
Management (Systems & 
Support) team that looks into 
leveraging technology to 
improve operational efficiency 
and safety of staff in managing 
State Land and properties.

One of the applications that 
her department has imple-
mented is the SmartLAMD app 
which enables field officers to 
manage and respond quickly to 
ground issues and situations on 
the go. Another example is the 
Smart Unmanned Aerial Vehi-
cles Enhanced (SUAVE) system, 
a project that integrates drone 
and machine learning technol-
ogy to automate the detection 
of building maintenance issues.

Shaping the living 
environment
As a teenager, Ms Tan had an 
interest in the way Singapore’s 
landscape was planned and 
built, and its impact on how res-
idents lived, worked and played. 

After her A levels, she enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Science in 
Project & Facilities Management 
programme at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore. She applied 
for SLA’s Local (Mid-Term) 
Undergraduate Scholarship only 
after starting undergraduate 
studies because she wanted to 
be sure about her interest before 
taking on the scholarship.

PHOTO: TED CHEN

Working at 
SLA, I get to 
be part of a 
workforce 

that is helping 
to shape and 
change the 

landscape of 
Singapore. 

MS TAN KAI YI,
senior executive,  

Singapore Land Authority

SLA Undergraduate Scholarship

CRITERIA: 
Singapore citizen or permanent 
residents intending to take up 
Singapore citizenship; active 
participation in co-curricular activities; 
strong leadership qualities; interest to 
pursue a career in the public sector; 
outstanding academic results. For Full-
Term local and overseas scholarship: 
A levels or International Baccalaureate 
or Polytechnic Diploma. For Mid-
Term local and overseas scholarship: 
undergraduate in local and overseas 
universities.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Tuition and compulsory university  
fees; maintenance allowance; overseas 
student exchange programme; return 
airfare (where applicable)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); six years (overseas) 

Terms and conditions apply

Ms Tan learnt about the 
scholarship from BrightSparks, 
a magazine and scholarship 
portal managed by human 
resources solutions provider, 
CareerBuilder.  

“I was drawn to SLA’s vision 
because it shows how inno-
vation and creativity can play 
a part in optimising limited 
resources and translating them 
into positive socio-economic 
impact,” she says.

Part of Ms Tan’s work sees 
her going off the beaten track 
to survey some of Singapore’s 
oft-forgotten places. 

For instance, she gets to visit 
sites that are inaccessible to 
the public, like 60 Chitty Road, 
a conserved property, and the 
former Raffles Country Club, 
to assess how her team can 
work with potential partners 
such as, tech companies and 
other agencies, to put the site 
to better use. 

“Working at SLA, I get to 
be part of a workforce that is 
helping to shape and change 
the landscape of Singapore,” 
she says with pride.

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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A*STAR research fellow Shaun Sim looks at food through the lenses of science

From molecules to food products
BY GEL CABOTAJE

A s a research fellow in Food and 
Nutrition at A*STAR, Dr Shaun 
Sim gets to work on the two 

things he loves: science and food. 
It all began when he was pursu-

ing his Bachelor of Arts in Natural 
Sciences (Chemistry) at the University 
of Cambridge.

“I developed a strong interest in 
the science of cooking,” says the 
29-year-old. “I wanted to apply my 
chemistry and materials science per-
spectives on food in an e� ort to 
improve food-making processes and
maybe even create new culinary
concepts.”

At Cambridge, the A*STAR 
National Science scholar discovered 
his love for experimenting with food. 

A self-professed chocolate lover, 
he experimented with making low-
er-calorie chocolate tru�  es – by 
using water instead of cream as 
the base. Although it defi ed the 
conventional baking method, the 
experiment worked, he says.

After earning his bachelor’s degree, 
Dr Sim seized the chance to join the 
Clinical Nutrition Research Centre at 
A*STAR. 

“I was introduced to food science 
and technology during my time 
there,” he says. “It has allowed me to 
see food through the lenses of phys-
ics, chemistry and materials science.”

His lucky stars
Dr Sim completed a PhD in Food 
Science and Technology (Food Engi-
neering) at Cornell University under 
the same scholarship.

“I was lucky to have learnt about 
the A*STAR scholarship from my 
high school alumni and the A*STAR 
scholarship roadshows when I was 
in junior college,” he says. “I had 
secured a place at Cambridge before 
applying for the scholarship. A*STAR 
also o� ers graduate and post- doc-
toral scholarships to support the 
applicants’ careers.”

Dr Sim’s research covers develop-

A*STAR National 
Science Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singaporeans or 
others who intend 
to take up Singapore 
citizenship; attained 
excellent academic 
standing; have a keen 
interest in science 
and research

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Full tuition fees; 
monthly allowance; 
pre-studies 
allowance; annual 
return airfare

BOND PERIOD:
Six years, inclusive of 
a compulsory one-
year A*STAR research 
attachment to be 
completed prior to 
PhD studies

ing oil gels or oleogels, which could 
potentially reduce or replace saturated 
fats. Major sources of saturated fat,
which is typically considered un-
healthy, include animal fats, high-fat 
dairy products and food prepared 
with palm-based vegetable oil.

Together with his team of research-
ers, he works closely with di� erent
stakeholders — from nutritionists to 
food companies and other research 
institutes.

“It’s an exciting job,” says Dr Sim. 

“My workday could vary from cre-
ating and analysing oleogels in the 
lab to formulating new foods in our 
product development kitchen and 
visiting food-processing facilities.”

Keen on studying other subject 
matters like rethinking ways to grow 
plants for food to mitigate the e� ects 
of climate change, Dr Sim says: 
“There is still plenty to do in the area 
of food and nutrition to keep me 
busy for a while but I am open to 
trying new things.”

PHOTO: TED CHEN

I wanted to apply my chemistry 
and materials science 

perpspectives on food in an 
e� ort to improve food-making 

processes and maybe even 
create new culinary concepts.

DR SHAUN SIM, research fellow, Food and Nutrition, A*STAR

 24  | FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 21, 2020  



                                                                       . 

S
T

21-R
E

X
-025-                                       T

im
e 9:50:49 P

M
 D

ate 18/02/2020

 

 25  | FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 21, 2020  



                                                                       . 

S
T

21-R
E

X
-026-                                       T

im
e 9:50:53 P

M
 D

ate 18/02/2020

 

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

PSC (Public Finance) scholar 
Goh Choon Guan satisfies his 
life-long curiosity about finance 

Curiosity-
driven  
learning 

PHOTO: TED CHEN

PSC Scholarship 
(Public Finance)

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizen or 
Singapore permanent 
resident who is willing  
to take up Singapore 
citizenship; strong leadership 
qualities and potential; good 
academic and Co-Curricular 
Activities (CCA) records; have 
a GCE A-Level, International 
Baccalaureate, Polytechnic 
or NUS High School 
Diploma, or other high 
school diploma/certificate 

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition fees and other 
approved charges; 
maintenance and other 
allowances; return airfare 
(if applicable); sponsorship 
of PSC development 
programmes, approved 
student exchange 
programmes, summer 
programmes and CCAs, 
sponsorship of Master’s 
degree (if requirements  
are met)

BOND PERIOD:  
Six years for undergraduate 
study in English-speaking 
countries; five years for 
undergraduate study in non-
English speaking countries; 
four years for undergraduate 
study in Singapore

Terms and conditions apply

SPH scholar Toh Ting Wei finds a 
rewarding career in reporting news that 
could make a difference to others

On a road of 
surprises

PHOTO: CAROLINE CHIA

BY JOLENE LIMUCO

While other children 
would prefer to read 
comics, a young Goh 

Choon Guan would pick out 
books about finance and eco-
nomics. The Public Service Com-
mission Scholar (Public Finance) 
recalls being curious about his 
father’s investments and wanting 
to understand the rationale and 
thought processes behind his se-
lection of stocks. 

As he grew older, he realised 
that the world of financial gov-
ernance could be very exciting. 
The volatility and unpredictability 
of financial markets can impact 
everyday lives. 

Reading about the controls 
in the management of public 
funds and lapses in agencies 
reported by the Auditor-Gener-
al’s Office (AGO) further piqued 
his interest. “It reaffirmed my 
decision to study accounting 
and finance-related modules as 
it would help me develop critical 
thinking skills, hone my analytical 
skills and acquire deeper insights 
into the finance and audit world,” 
the 22-year-old says.  

Mr Goh applied for  PSC’s 
(Public Finance) Scholarship after 
his A levels. The scholarship is 
offered to students with a clear 
interest in a specialised finance 
career with the public service. 
Mr Goh will join AGO when he 
graduates from university. AGO is 

the national auditor that enhances 
public accountability in the man-
agement and use of public funds 
and resources. It audits govern-
ment ministries and departments, 
organs of states, statutory boards 
and government funds.

Best of both worlds
Mr Goh is currently a second-year 
student at Nanyang Technological 
University, enrolled in a Double 
Degree in Business and Accoun-
tancy. He chose a double degree 
so that he will be equipped with 
business analytics skills as well as 
accounting skills, saying that the 
former will be extremely relevant 
in the future. 

He completed a 10-week in-
ternship programme at AGO, 
which gave him a taste of what it 
would be like to work in the organ-
isation. “I gained a sense of satis-
faction when I saw the concepts 
I learnt in school being applied to 

my audit project. This allowed me 
to gain a deeper understanding of 
how concepts are applied and put 
to use in real life.” 

Mr Goh chose to pursue a 
scholarship in the public sector 
also because he wanted a career 
in public service so that he can 
contribute to society. 

“As I come from a humble family 
background, I am always apprecia-
tive of the opportunities that have 
been given to me to better myself. 
Joining the public service means  
I can serve society and fellow  
Singaporeans. The work is mean-
ingful, which is a source of moti-
vation for me.” 

BY RACHEL TAN

In May last year, The Straits  
Times (ST) journalist Toh Ting 
Wei was pursuing a story on 

Telegram group chat SG Hitch — 
a carpooling service where drivers 
and passengers can be connect-
ed directly without a middleman 
— when he noticed chatter on 
very cheap Gojek rides.

Broadcasting more hitch 
requests in the group chat, Mr  
Toh received messages from  
middlemen who negotiated  and 
offered prices much lower than 
the official fare. 

“I went from Marsiling to 
Changi for only $9,” says Mr Toh.

He found the low prices and 
roundabout process suspicious 
and his instincts told him he was 
on to something. One month, 12 
rides and many interviews later, 
the 27-year-old broke a story 
on fraudulent Gojek bookings 
that could involve passengers 
unwittingly benefiting from  
the unauthorised use of stolen 
credit cards.

“The police had been inves-
tigating this for a while and  
recently arrested people linked to 
the case, but it gives me quite a bit 
of satisfaction to know that I got 
the story out before any arrests 
happened,” he says.

Change is the only 
constant
As a journalist writing for the 
transport beat, Mr Toh covers 
news and developments in 
sectors ranging from aviation 
to maritime to land transport. 
His recent focus has been  

on ride-hailing and personal 
mobility devices.

While he has spent a year 
covering transport news, Mr Toh 
admits that it was never part of  
his plan. 

An avid football fan, he recalls 
reading  football match reports in 
The New Paper as a young boy.

“As I watched my favourite team 
Liverpool play on TV, I decided 
that if I became a sports journalist, 
I could fly over to watch them for 
free as part of my job,” he says.

Mr Toh did eventually become 
a sports journalist with ST as part 
of his application process for the 
Singapore Press Holdings Jour-
nalism Scholarship in 2014 and 
again in 2015 when he returned 
for an internship. He even had 
the opportunity to cover the 2015 
Southeast Asian Games.

When he joined ST full-time 
in 2018, he became an online 
breaking news reporter, then  
a video producer and videogra-
pher, before finally being assigned 
to the transport desk in January 
last year.

These rotations are part of his 
career as a young journalist, and 
these opportunities allowed Mr 
Toh to be exposed to various roles 
in the industry. 

And while he wasn’t as familiar 
with transport as he was with 
sports, he rose to the challenge, 
building his own repository of 
knowledge and chasing down 
stories such as the fare scam. 

“These are the stories that  
could make a difference to 
others,” he adds. 

SPH Journalism 
Scholarship
Undergraduate 
Scholarship 

CRITERIA:  
A greatly inquisitive 
mind; a passion to bring 
the truth to the forefront 
and an aptitude to bring 
news to life; outstanding 
academic profiles; 
impressive record of 
co-curricular activities; 
strong language skills 
(English, Chinese, Malay  
or Tamil)

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition and compulsory 
fees; maintenance 
allowance; pre-studies 
allowance; return 
air-ticket (for overseas 
sponsorship)

BOND PERIOD:  
Depending on the value  
of the scholarship

Terms and conditions apply

and
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Read the scholars’ stories online at 
www.scholarschoice.com.sg

Inspiring 
Stories

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III — Part 2

From a native plant 
conservationist to a 
female colonel in the 

Singapore Armed Forces 
and an ITE graduate 
currently in medical 
school, Singapore 

scholars share their 
sources of motivation to 

pursue their dreams. 
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Television research writer Mildred Ang took 
an unconventional route to pursue her passion 
for script writing 

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizen; have a good 
Co-Curricular Activity (CCA) record; 
possess a strong interest in a career in 
the ICM industry; commence university 
studies within one year of award (i.e. 
commence studies latest by; academic 
Year 2021 for 2020 awardees); for 
Full Scholarship — A/IB/IP Level or 
Polytechnic diploma holder pursuing 
an ICM-related degree at a local or 
overseas university. For Mid-Term 
Scholarship — existing undergraduate 
pursuing an ICM-related degree at 
a local or overseas university with 
minimally one academic year of study 
remaining from point of award

VALUE OF AWARD:
Tuition and other compulsory 
university fees; annual living 
allowance and a one-time computer 
allowance; medical insurance and 
visa fees, etc. where mandatory; 
funding support for courses and 
certifi cations beyond school curriculum; 
support for overseas experiences 
including overseas internships, 
student exchange programmes, and 
competitions

BOND PERIOD:
Three years (full local); four years (fast 
track Bachelors-Masters scholarship); 
fi ve years (full overseas); between one 
and four years (for mid-term local or 
overseas depending on duration of 
sponsorship) 

Terms and conditions apply

Bringing 
words to life 

BY KENNETH SZ GOH 

T he next time you catch an interest-
ing anecdote on a talk show or a 
punchline in a comedy, it  could be  

the brainchild of television research writ-
er Mildred Ang. The 22-year-old works in 
the English Entertainment Department at 
national broadcaster Mediacorp. 

Her job revolves around words — script-
ing and researching for television pro-
grammes ranging from comedies, game 
shows to talk shows. Besides script writing,  
she also brainstorms fresh ideas for televi-
sion programmes, conducts fi eld research, 
and scouts for locations and talents. 

She applied for the Singapore Digital 
(SG:D) Scholarship (Undergraduate), an 
industry scholarship given to students who 
are interested in enrolling in Infocomm 
Media (ICM) related studies at the under-
graduate level, choosing to study at the 
University of Queensland in Australia. She 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (with 
majors in Film & TV Studies and Writing). 

Scholars under the programme have the 
fl exibility to chart their career in the ICM 
industry. They can serve their bond in an ICM-
related job role in the organisation of their 
choice. For Ms Ang, she chose Mediacorp 
as it presented a promising career in the 
media industry. 

 The scholarship o� ered her the oppor-
tunity to intern at Mediacorp  during term 
breaks, which helped her to gain an under-
standing of di� erent aspects of the industry. 

She says: “When I started working, it 
made transitioning into work life easier 
due to the stints I had done at various 
departments.” 

A love for text and context   
As an undergraduate, Ms Ang immersed 
herself in the academic world of fi lm 
and television studies. She explored and 
analysed theories on genres and historical 
movements of fi lm and television, as well as 

audience behaviour she also wrote and 
adapted screenplays from comics, novels 
and video games.

A love for watching fi lms that were 
adapted from novels ignited her interest 
in writing for the big screen. She explains: 
“What started o�  as an interest in picking 
apart the di� erences between the Harry 
Potter books and the fi lm adaptations led 
to an exploration of the medium of fi lm 
and I got more intrigued by the processes 
behind them.”

Ms Ang, who also enjoys writing short 
stories, poems and novels, took an uncon-

SLA scholar Eric Koh gets to combine 
his love for geography and his analytical 
skills to help public agencies better plan 
for and deliver services to the citizens 
and community

Mapping 
out a career 
in geospatial 
analysis 

BY JOLENE LIMUCO 

It has become increasingly routine 
to use a mobile app to order food, 
hail a ride or look for directions. 
Just as how location-based 

information and services is being 
made more widely available and 
accessible to consumers through 
mobile apps, Mr Eric Koh’s role at 
the GeoSpatial & Data Division at 
Singapore Land Authority (SLA) is 
key in helping public agencies make 
sense of location-based informa-
tion. Location-based information, 
or Geospatial information, refers to 
data that describes the characteris-
tics of a place. 

Mr Koh leads a team that provides 
geospatial advisory, services and 
training to support public agencies’ 
use of geospatial information for 
better planning and service delivery. 
To give an illustration of what he 
does at work, it can involve ana-
lysing the demographic profi le of 
residents with existing locations of 
amenities and density of transport 
infrastructure such as bus stops and 
MRT stations to nail down potential 
sites suitable for setting up new 
amenities in the neighborhood. 

Linking the environment 
with society
Growing up, Mr Koh particularly 
enjoyed learning about geography. 
“I was intrigued by how our physical 
environment and society are intrin-
sically linked,” he recalls. 

This fascination led him to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science in Geography at 
the National University of Singapore. 
He signed up for the SLA’s Local 
(Mid-Term) Undergraduate Scholar-
ship after hearing about it from his 
professor.  

It was while studying for his 
degree that he discovered the 
branch of geospatial information 
science and technology. He found it 
interesting that the subject enabled 
him to understand how theoretical 
concepts in geography can be 
applied to everyday lives. 

He explains: “I was introduced to 
techniques on how to collect and 
analyse data pertaining to facilities 
and amenities such as urban buildings, 
vegetation and drainage networks.”  

The modules in geospatial infor-
mation and technology enabled 

ventional career route. At 16, she made the 
“tough decision” of leaving the Integrated 
Programme at Nanyang Girls’ High School 
to pursue a polytechnic education. She 
graduated with a Diploma in Creative Writ-
ing for TV and New Media from Singapore 
Polytechnic in 2017. 

For now, her latest chapter is fi rmly 
embedded in the media industry, as she 
hopes to develop her interest in comedy 
writing and try her hand at penning 
scripts  for animation works. She says: “I 
am  thankful for my job as there is hardly a 
dull moment.” 

Singapore GeoSpatial Scholarship 

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens or permanent 
residents intending to take up 
Singapore citizenship; active 
participation in co-curricular 
activities; strong leadership qualities; 
interest to pursue a geospatial career 
in the public sector; outstanding 
academic results. For Full-Term 
local and overseas scholarship: A 
levels or International Baccalaureate 
or Polytechnic Diploma. For 
Mid-Term local and overseas 
scholarship: undergraduate in local 
and overseas universities. 

DISCIPLINES: 
NUS Bachelor of Arts with a 
major in Geography & a minor in 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS); SMU Bachelor of Science 
(Information Systems) with a 
major in Smart-City Management 
Technology; other courses of 
study in local and overseas 
approved Universities with at least 
a specialization of a minor in GIS 
(e.g. Undergraduate in Computer 
Science or Data Science) 

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Tuition and compulsory university 
fees; maintenance allowance; 
sponsorship for geospatial industry 
courses and seminars; overseas 
Student Exchange programme; 
return airfare (where applicable)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); six years 
(overseas)

Terms and conditions apply

him to pick up data science and 
data analytical skills, as well as learn 
how to use artifi cial intelligence and 
natural language processing algo-
rithms to identify thematic clusters in 
geo-referenced social media content. 
Natural language processing refers to 
technology used to aid computers to 
understand human speech. 

Since joining SLA in 2011, Mr Koh 
has been rotated to three depart-
ments in SLA and seconded to the 
Smart Nation Programme O�  ce for 
exposure. He has also collaborated 
with other public agencies on vari-
ous geospatial analytic projects, and 
maintained whole-of-government 
geoportals: OneMap and Geospace. 

After spending four years at SLA, 
he was awarded the Singapore Geo-
Spatial Postgraduate Scholarship to 
complete a Masters in Geospatial 
Analysis at the University College 
London in the United Kingdom. The 
postgraduate studies enabled him 
to take a deep dive into data science 
and learn how machine learning and 
artifi cial intelligence can be used for 
geospatial purposes.

He says: “I believe that under-
standing these will help me in both 
the provision of geospatial advisory 
services and training, and also in 
identifying technical competencies 
to support geospatial manpower 
strategies.” 

I believe that 
understanding these will 

help me in both the provision 
of geospatial advisory 

services and training, and 
also in identifying technical 
competencies to support 

geospatial manpower 
strategies.

MR ERIC KOH, manager, GeoSpatial & Data Division, Singapore Land Authority

Singapore Digital (SG:D) 
Scholarship (Undergraduate)

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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An Institute of

Fol low  us
bit. ly/niete

The Teaching Scholars Programme is a premier scholars programme by Nanyang Technological
University and it is administrated by the National Insitute of Education (Singapore).

Visi t  our  websi te
tsp.nie.edu.sg

Premier Programme
Be challenged by a 
multi-disciplinary curriculum

Cutting Edge Research
Be mentored by eminent 
researchers and top professors

Global Immersion
Gain international perspectives 
through semester exchange and 
international practicum

Expand Horizons
Learn beyond classroom
through internships and 
service learning opportunities

Transform Lives
Be leaders of 
educational change

Fulfil Aspirations
Gain in-depth content 
coverage from a Major in 
Science or Humanities.

NTU-NIE
TEACHING
SCHOLARS
PROGRAMME

MORE THAN A
SCHOLARSHIP

JOIN TSP
VISIT TSP.NIE.EDU.SG

I chose TSP
“Because I want to be more than 
just an educator -- I want to inspire 
the next generation of learners and 
instil in them a sense of hope and 
curiosity.”

WONG CHU TING
Recipient of MOE Teaching Award

The NTU Renaissance Engineering Programme Scholarship equips 
undergraduate Garion Ng with invaluable real-life learning experiences

Ready for the real world 
BY KENNETH SZ GOH

From building a smart “egg” that 
tracks the living conditions of 
penguins in an aquarium to 

developing a web application for 
a global pharmaceutical company, 
fi nal-year Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU) undergraduate 
Garion Ng has broadened his hori-
zons beyond the classroom.

Thanks to the NTU Renaissance 
Engineering Programme (REP) 
Scholarship, Mr Ng has been given 
these opportunities and more since 
he was awarded the scholarship 
four years ago. REP is NTU’s fl ag-
ship dual degree programme that  
off ers a Bachelor of Engineering 
Science degree coupled with a 
Master of Science in Technology 
Management over a study period 
of four and a half years.

Mr Ng applied for the pro-
gramme as it met his interests in 
engineering and management; he 
also enjoyed the sense of commu-
nity that bonded the programme’s 
small and close-knit cohort.

“The most valuable aspect that 
I got out of REP was the com-
munity. I had many opportunities 
to know my course mates better 
as we attended the same classes 
throughout our fi rst year, which 
enabled more open collabora-
tion on projects throughout our 
course,” he says.

This was integral as the pro-
gramme featured team-based 
learning pedagogy for its broad-
based interdisciplinary curriculum.

After getting exposed to a wide 
spectrum of engineering disciplines 
in the fi rst year, Mr Ng decided to 
specialise in computer engineering.

Invaluable experience
Besides a rigorous academic 
programme, REP also enables stu-
dents to do their third year studies 
at an overseas partner university 
and participate in a professional 
attachment.

For his exchange programme, 
the 24-year-old chose North-
western University in Illinois in the 
United States, as it off ers a diverse 
range of courses, from Computer 
Science, Engineering and Product 
Design to Performing Arts.

One of his highlights was 
designing and building a working 
prototype of a smart “penguin egg” 
as part of an Interdisciplinary Design 
Project class. The “egg”, which 
measures environmental factors 
like temperature and humidity, was 
used for research purposes at the 
Shedd Aquarium in Chicago. It 
also collects and measures data 
on penguin incubation behaviour, 
such as the pressure penguins 
apply on their eggs, to enable care-
takers to provide better care for 
under-developing penguin eggs in 
the aquarium.

To gain working experience, 
Mr Ng took up a JavaScript 

PHOTO: TED CHEN

NTU Renaissance 
Engineering Programme 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens or 
Singapore permanent 
residents; outstanding A levels 
or diploma awarded by a 
polytechnic in Singapore, 
NUS High School Diploma, 
IB Diploma or Year 12 
equivalent qualifi cations; 
excellent co-curricular 
records; a full-time 
undergraduate Renaissance 
Engineering Programme 
in NTU

VALUE OF AWARD:
Full coverage of subsidised 
tuition fees (after Tuition 
Grant); living allowance of 
$6,000 per academic year 
for all years except in year 
three; book allowance of 
$500 per academic year; 
accommodation allowance 
of up to $2,000 per 
academic year (applicable 
to scholarship holders who 
reside in NTU hostels only); 
computer allowance of 
$1,750 (one-off ); and benefi ts 
for overseas study that covers 
tuition fees and overseas 
hostel accommodation at 
partner university and 
return airfare as decided by 
REP Offi  ce

BOND PERIOD:
None, apart from a three-
year bond applicable to all 
Singapore PRs under the 
MOE Tuition Grant Scheme

Terms and conditions apply

developer internship in 2018 at 
pharmaceutical company MSD in 
Prague, Czech Republic. He was 
part of a product team in MSD’s IT 
Innovation Hub that developed a 
new feature for a web application.

One of the most signifi cant 
moments of his internship was 
when he had to present the feature 
that he had developed at a company 
meeting. “I was touched that they 
recognised my eff orts as an intern, 
which showed that the company 
has a positive and encouraging 
work culture,” he says.

I was touched that 
they recognised my 
efforts as an intern, 

which showed that the 
company has a positive 

and encouraging 
work culture.

MR GARION NG, Nanyang Technnological University
Renaissance Engineering Programme Scholarship recipient

He also honed his web devel-
opment and project management 
skills, and learnt how major com-
panies manage software projects.

However, it was not all work 
and no play for Mr Ng in NTU. 
He relishes his vibrant campus 
life, having lived on-campus for 
the past four years, and being 
active in the dance club at his hall 
of residence.

He says: “I have picked up many 
new things and hobbies, and made 
many friends. It is probably the 
most eventful chapter in my life.”

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
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Techie on a mission
The Public Service Commission Scholarship leads Mr Joel Kek 
to a purposeful career with GovTech

PSC Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizens or permanent residents 
who should obtain Singapore citizenship 
before commencement of study; strong 
leadership qualities and interest in a public 
service career; pre-tertiary qualifications 
such as, A levels, International Baccalaureate 
Diploma, NUS High School Diploma, 
Polytechnic Diploma or other equivalent 
qualifications including those from overseas 
institutions. You may apply prior to receiving 
your final examination results. Should you 
be found suitable for a scholarship, you may 
be made a provisional scholarship offer that 
is subject to confirmation upon the release 
of your results and other clearances.

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Tuition fees (undergraduate and master’s); 
maintenance allowances; approved 
airfares; sponsorship for approved 
academic programmes and their associated 
costs; other programmes (e.g. gap year 
attachment with PSC’s partner companies) 

BOND PERIOD:  
Four years for studies in Singapore; six 
years for studies in Medicine or Dentistry in 
Singapore; five years for studies in non-
English speaking countries (e.g. China, 
France, Japan, Germany); six years for 
studies in United Kingdom or United States 

PSC Scholarship (Engineering)
The PSC Scholarship (Engineering) aims to 
develop individuals for leadership positions 
in the engineering and technology sectors in 
the Public Service. It is offered to pre-tertiary 
students and undergraduates (as a mid-term 
scholarship) who are keen to pursue an 
engineering career in the Public Service.

Terms and  conditions apply

BY REBECCA RACHEL WONG 

W ith the rise of tech com-
panies like Google and 
Facebook, software devel-

opments have advanced rapidly in  
the last decade to benefit countless 
end users. 

As a software engineer in Gov-
ernment Technology Agency’s 
(GovTech) Agile Consulting and Engi-
neering Team, Mr Joel Kek, adapts 
new technologies for the govern-
ment, building digital products that 
improve the lives of Singaporeans. 
For instance, the 28-year-old led an 
engineering team to create a new 
digital financial planning service that 
enables citizens to consolidate their 
financial information from banks and 
government sources and get insights 
into their financial health. 

He was also part of a team that 
improved the work permit appli-
cation system to provide a more 
seamless experience for users when 
they apply for work passes. 

 
Meaningful work
Mr Kek was 18 years old when he 
took up the Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) Scholarship. Although 
he felt a bit overwhelmed to make a 
career decision at that age, he knew 
he wanted “intellectually challenging 
work that positively impacts others”. 
With no specific career path in mind 
at that time, he applied for a general 
PSC Scholarship.

After he was awarded the schol-
arship, he went on to attain a bach-
elor’s degree in Computer Science 
at Stanford University. He chose the 
field as he loves the fast pace in the 
software world. 

“It is possible to get the proto-
type of an app out within a day and 
disseminate it to many through the 

Internet,” he adds. “Seeing one’s 
work come alive and make a large 
impact is extremely satisfying.” 

Upon graduation, he joined 
GovTech to embark on projects 
that serves the public good. Having 
interned at start-ups where mon-
etisation was prioritised, he enjoys 
the privilege of building things that 
improve people’s lives – regardless 
of the bottom line. 

Mr Kek is also thankful for the 
opportunities provided by the schol-
arship. These included leadership 
development courses and a gov-
ernment internship. The scholarship 
also allowed him to pursue his own 
internships, and he was able to intern 
at a big tech firm in Silicon Valley and 
do non-profit work on healthcare 
software for developing countries. 

Good intentions
Mr Kek is determined to put his 
skills to good use by helping the 
less fortunate. Together with his 
colleagues, he designed a holiday 
coding programme which has 
evolved into GovTech’s Digital4Good 
initiative, where GovTech staff teach 
the fundamentals of coding to less 
privileged children.

“Familiarity with computational 
thinking is a foundational skill for the 
future, but not all children have equal 
access to such lessons,” he says.

He is heartened that the pro-
gramme receives overwhelming 
support from his colleagues — 
“smart, kind people who care deeply 
about what they do”.

“At present, more than 200 Gov-
Tech staff have dedicated their time 
to these children, and I’m glad to 
work with people who are so keen 
to make a positive impact,” he says. 

Seeing one’s work come alive 
and make a large impact is 

extremely satisfying.
MR JOEL KEK, software engineer, Government Technology Agency

PHOTO: NATIONAL PARKS BOARD

NParks Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Singapore citizen/permanent 
resident with an interest in 
pursuing a relevant course 
of study (e.g. horticulture, 
forestry, environmental 
science, botany, plant 
science).

VALUE OF AWARD:  
Fully-sponsored, four-year 
undergraduate course;  
hostel allowance; one-off 
settling-in allowance; return 
economy airfare (if studying 
overseas; monthly allowance;
sponsorship opportunities 
(e.g. overseas exchange 
programme); internship 
opportunities with NParks.

BOND PERIOD:  
Four years (local undergraduate 
studies); six years (overseas 
undergraduate studies)

Terms and conditions apply

NParks scholar 
lands dream job, 
doing fieldwork 
amid Singapore’s 
lush greenery

For the 
love of 
plants 

BY JOLENE LIMUCO

Not all heroes wear capes – 
some wear long-sleeved shirts 
and trousers, and they can be 

seen walking in a park in search of 
seeds and fruits to conserve.  

Ms Yeoh Yi Shuen, 23, is one of 
them, helping to conserve some 
of Singapore’s most precious 
resources. 

The manager at the Native Plant 
Centre at the National Parks Board 
(NParks) spends a third of her office 
hours doing fieldwork, collecting 
fruits, seeds and propagules (parts 
of plants that can become detached 
and give rise to new plants, such as 
buds and spores).

The rest of her time is split 
between the Native Plant Nursery 
and Singapore Botanic Gardens, 
experimenting propagation meth-
ods and soil media to find ways to 
optimise the growth of native plants. 
Successfully-propagated plants are 
then passed to other divisions within 
NParks to be planted in nature reserves 
and parks and along the streets  
of Singapore.

“When people hear that I work in 
a nursery, they assume that I work 
with children,” she says, chuckling. 
“They do not realise that there are 
people who are actively involved in 
plant conservation in Singapore.” 

Some of the unique plants that Ms 
Yeoh has helped propagate include 
rare native gingers and ginger allies, 
yellow and pink purslane, and the 
white scorpion orchid. There is 
no guaranteed success in getting 
these plants to flower or bear fruit 
– she describes the collection of 
the seeds for propagation as “quite 
opportunistic”. 

“We look out for signs of when  
the plants might be fertile and moni-
tor them closely to collect the seeds 
later. We also consult our colleagues 
who have been in the field to see if 
they have spotted fertile plants.” 

Banking for the future  
Other than working at the Native 
Plant Nursery, Ms Yeoh also collects 
seeds of native species for Singa-
pore’s first Seed Bank. This is where 
seeds are stored and conserved for 
the possible use of habitat restoration 
and species conservation projects in 
Singapore and the region.

One of her favourite things  
about working at the Seed Bank is 
conducting tours to educate the 
public on the role NParks in plant 
conservation.  

Working amid lush greenery is 
a dream come true for Ms Yeoh, 
who took part in voluntary activi-

ties and completed an internship  
with NParks. 

“I have always enjoyed studying 
and growing plants since I was in 
secondary school. I guess it started 
with receiving two plants during a 
visit to a nursery with my parents. I 
found it rewarding to watch them 
grow, and I enjoyed experimenting 
with various growing conditions and 
trying to propagate them.” 

She applied for the NParks 
Undergraduate Scholarship because 
she wanted to play a part in the 
conservation of native plants and the 
greening of Singapore. 

As an undergraduate pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts in Biological Sci-
ences from the University of Oxford, 
Ms Yeoh visited some of Europe’s 
most beautiful gardens, including 
Orto Botanico in Italy, Kew Gardens 
in the United Kingdom, Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh, Scotland and 
Botanical Garden at University of 
Innsbruck in Austria. The exposure 
made her realise that the world of 
plants is extraordinarily diverse and 
intricately adaptive. 

“I think education and experiences 
in nature are important for human 
well-being, and I would like to share 
my passion for plants and nature 
with even more people,” she says. 

I have always 
enjoyed studying 

and growing plants 
since I was in 

secondary school.  
I guess it started 

with receiving two 
plants during a  

visit to a nursery  
with my parents.  

I found it rewarding 
to watch them 

grow, and I enjoyed 
experimenting  

with various 
growing conditions 

and trying to 
propagate them.

MS YEOH YI SHUEN,  
manager, National Parks Board
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

In my case, the ample opportunities to step out of my 
comfort zone and the thoughtful community that holds one 
another to high standards fits well with my sense of curiosity 

and adventure, and motivation to be a better person
MS HENG JIA MIN, Yale-NUS Global Leadership Scholarship recipient

PHOTO: TED CHEN

Do well by helping 
others grow
Yale-NUS Global Leadership Scholar Heng Jia Min  
aims to help others in their personal growth

BY JUNE MAK

S etting up a school is on the fu-
ture agenda of Ms Heng Jia Min.

The 22-year-old recipient 
of the Yale-NUS Global Leadership 
Scholarship wants to bring people 
together to focus on personal growth 
through a change in mindset. She 
aims to target working and retired 
adults, whose interaction with one 
another tends to lessen over time.

This inspiration came to Ms Heng 
while studying for her current major 
in environmental studies for her 
four-year Bachelor of Arts degree 
programme. It got her started to 
think and care deeply about everyday 
issues such as climate change and 
political unrest. She feels that this, 
in turn, is helping her to become a 
better person. 

So far, the university has offered 
her several opportunities to travel 
abroad for experiential learnings, 
which helped to shape her views and 
principles, and discover what leader-
ship means to her. 

For instance, she went to the 2018 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Katowice, Poland, 

where representatives from various 
countries discussed the terms of the 
Paris Agreement. She also went for 
a month-long research project in 
Panama and a four-month study trip 
at Yale University in the United States 
last year.

Ms Heng also recognises that it 
is a privilege that she gets to enjoy 
benefits that came with the scholar-
ship, such as financial support for her 
studies, so she could focus more on 
maximising her potential at the uni-
versity. This spurs her on to achieve 
her dream to create opportunities 
for people to learn new things and 
improve themselves.

She feels that Yale-NUS’ merit 
scholarships support students who 
demonstrate a good fit with the 
school’s community and the capacity 
to flourish in the environment. 

“In my case, the ample opportuni-
ties to step out of my comfort zone 
and the thoughtful community that 
holds one another to high standards 
fits well with my sense of curiosity 
and adventure, and motivation to be 
a better person,” she says. 

Yale-NUS Global Leadership 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:  
Demonstrate excellence in 
academics, extracurricular 
activities and leadership through 
admission application

VALUE OF AWARD:  
100 per cent funding for 
subsidised tuition fees and 
residential college fees, living 
and book allowance of $3,500 
per year, a one-time computer 
allowance of $2,000 and a one-
time international experience 
allowance of $10,000

BOND PERIOD:  
None

Terms and conditions apply
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

BCA executive engineer Tuo Tuo looks forward to making 
meaningful contributions to the built environment industry

URA Undergraduate Scholarship has Ms Mieko Otsuki 
going places in her bid to make a di� erence in Singapore

Building  
 excitement

Charting her
dream career

BY AUDREY NG

A s an engineer in an industry 
dominated by men, Ms Tuo Tuo 
occasionally encounters peo-

ple who perceive female engineers 
as “less tough” or less technically-
inclined than their male counterparts. 

While she alone cannot end 
gender bias against women work-
ing in her fi eld, she seeks to defy 
stereotypes by beefi ng up  her own 
technical expertise.

She is grateful for the opportunities 
that the Building and Construction 
Authority (BCA) provides for scholars 
like herself.  Ms Tuo, 28, pursued a 
four-year Bachelor of Engineering 
(Mechanical Engineering) course 
from the National University of 
Singapore under the BCA Local 
Undergraduate Scholarship. 

“Having a safe, reliable and well-
designed built environment is funda-
mental to our well-being. I want to 
play a part in shaping the future of 
this sector,” she says. 

At university, she took up a special-
isation in energy and sustainability, 
taking related modules and doing her 
fi nal year project in this discipline. 

After she graduated in 2016, she 
started working at BCA in its Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineering 
Group, which regulates the safety of 
lifts, escalators and amusement rides 
in Singapore. 

She also got the chance to be 
exposed to the non-technical side of 
things such as the Building Control 
Act and had the opportunity to be 
seconded to engineering consultant 
fi rm Squire Mech as a mechanical 
engineer in April 2019. 

She is currently involved in the 
construction of Nanyang Techno-
logical University’s new timber build-
ing, which will be the largest wooden 

BY RACHEL TAN 

One of Ms Mieko Otsuki’s ear-
liest childhood memories is 
playing with smooth, round 

stones from African riverbeds. In-
spired by her geo-science engineer 
dad, she would also study the green 
squiggles on satellite images. 

It was for this dream to follow in 
her dad’s footsteps and specialise 
in geography and cartography that 
Ms Otsuki applied for the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA) 
Undergraduate Scholarship.

Ms Otsuki graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Geography from 
the National University of Singapore 
in 2001 and a Master of Science in 
Town Planning from the University 
College London in the United King-
dom in 2006. 

She had internships at URA and 
was sent to Hong Kong to conduct a 
comparative study on land dedicated 
to roads there and in Singapore.

“I remember wandering around 
the lanes of Wan Chai and Tsim Sha 
Tsui, counting the number of road 
lanes,” says Ms Otsuki. “Of course, 
this is now all possible on the desktop 
with various Geographic Information 
System software.”

The modules for her studies 
abroad were part of a Royal Planning 
Institute Programme, which o� ered 
valuable opportunities to learn from 
experienced UK planners and work 
on projects pertaining to urban 
regeneration, such as the adaptive 
reuse of London’s old railway land.

Ms Otsuki is now group director of 
Corporate Strategy at URA, and has 
applied the skills and knowledge she 
has gained from her experiences in a 
variety of projects in Singapore. 

One of the notable projects is 
the Master Plan Review in 2008 — a 

building in Asia, and co-living apart-
ments lyf one-north Singapore. Both 
are expected to be ready in 2021. 

Ms Tuo hopes that her two-year 
stint with Squire Mech will not only 
deepen her technical knowledge, 
but also develop her understanding 
of how di� erent stakeholders work 
together. 

She is also excited about the pos-
sibilities that the industry holds with 
the Construction Industry Transfor-
mation Map that was launched in 
2017 to transform the sector through 
integration of new technologies and 
create new jobs.

major exercise involving multiple 
studies, plans and on-the-ground 
engagement, culminating in the 
revised Master Plan that would guide 
Singapore’s development for the 
next 10 to 15 years. Another one is 
the proposal for the Landscape for 
Urban Spaces and High Rises 3.0 
programme to increase sky-rise 
greenery and promote urban farm-
ing on rooftops.

“The scholarship has given me 
the passport to an exciting and 
meaningful professional life where 
I’m living out my passion and helping 
others through my work,” she says.

BCA 
Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens 
and Singapore 
permanent 
residents; excellent 
O- and A-level 
results; excellent 
diploma results 
(for polytechnic 
students); and 
excellent co-
curricular activities 
records

VALUE OF AWARD:
Annual allowance, 
tuition fees and 
compulsory fees; 
other allowances 
(book, computer, 
pre-studies); one 
return economy 
class airfare for
overseas studies;
one return 
economy class 
airfare for 
overseas studies 
(for attachment 
at BCA); and 
sponsorship for 
student exchange 
programme

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); 
six years (overseas) 

Terms and 
conditions apply

URA 
Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Good A-level, 
International 
Baccalaureate, 
polytechnic or 
university results; 
good co-curricular 
activities record; 
leadership qualities 

VALUE OF AWARD:
Local: Tuition and 
other compulsory 
fees; monthly 
maintenance 
and pre-studies 
allowance. 

Overseas: Return 
economy airfare; 
tuition and other 
compulsory fees; 
monthly 
maintenance 
and pre-studies 
allowances

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); 
six years (overseas)

Terms and 
conditions apply

PHOTO: TED CHENPHOTO: TED CHEN

Get onboard some of the most trusted healthcare names in 
Singapore - Mount Elizabeth Hospital, Mount Elizabeth Novena 
Hospital, Gleneagles Hospital Singapore and Parkway East Hospital. 
We belong to a global healthcare services network of 80 hospitals
in 10 countries. For over 40 years, our healthcare brands 
which also include Acibadem, Fortis and Pantai have stood 
for best-in-class patient experience and outcomes.

Think you have what it takes? 
We are looking for students with a strong passion for healthcare. 
If you share our belief in always going the extra mile to provide 
quality and exemplary care, we want to sponsor you: 
• Diploma and Degree in Nursing  
• Degree in Diagnostic Radiography 
• Degree in Radiation Oncology 
• Degree in Pharmacy 
• Degree in Physiotherapy 

Our full scholarships cover course fees, monthly allowance, 
as well as book and uniform allowances.  All sponsored students will get the 
chance to work at any of our four prestigious hospitals in Singapore. 

Touching Lives, 
      Transforming Care 
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Submit your application here
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

The SMU Global Impact Scholarship Award leads Mr Ethan Loh 
to widen his social network and gain new perspectives

The world
is his oyster

SMU Global Impact 
Scholarship Award

CRITERIA:
Be a Singapore citizen; 
possess outstanding A levels, 
local Polytechnic Diploma, 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma, NUS High School 
Diploma or equivalent 
qualifi cations; demonstrate 
strong leadership capabilities 
and potential; possess 
excellent record in co-
curricular and/or community 
activities; be applying for 
admission to a full-time 
undergraduate degree 
programme at SMU

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Tuition fees coverage (after 
MOE Tuition Grant subsidy); 
$5,000 annual living 
allowance; $1,800 one-time 
computer allowance upon 
enrollment; $14,000 Global 
Learning Opportunities 
Worldwide (GLOW) grant to 
fund part or combination 
of the following: Overseas 
Student Exchange/Summer 
Programme, Overseas 
Community Service Project, 
Overseas School Study 
Missions and/or Overseas 
Case Competitions 
and presentations at 
Conferences; an optional 
concurrent or sequential 
SMU Master’s programme 
up to $40,000; up to 
$9,000 for on-campus 
accommodation at the SMU 
Prinsep Street Residences 
in fi rst year of studies

BOND PERIOD:
None

Terms and conditions apply

PHOTO: TAY KAI WEN

BY MICHELLE CHIN

In three years, Mr Ethan Loh 
has gone on learning jour-
neys to Philadelphia and Sil-

icon Valley in the United States, 
and Jaipur in India.

From learning about the 
intricacies of managing busi-
nesses to teaching impover-
ished women how to manage 
money, these trips not only 
broadened his worldview, but 
also strengthened his resolve 
to pursue academia.

The third-year Singapore 
Management University (SMU) 
undergraduate is a recipient 
of the SMU Global Impact 
Scholarship Award. 

Mr Loh, 23, is now pursuing 
a four-year Integrated SMU 
Bachelor-Master programme 
that includes a Bachelor of 
Accountancy and a Master of
Science in Quantitative Finance.
 He found the scholarship’s 
Global Learning Opportunities 
Worldwide (GLOW) grant of 
$14,000 helpful as it funded 
the overseas learning trips.   

The bond-free scholarship 
aims to nurture scholars into 
leaders who are committed to
solve global and local challen-
ges to make a positive impact. 

Under the programme, the 
scholars will hone their lead-
ership skills and capacity for 
critical, creative and innova-
tive thinking, and develop a 
global mindset. 

Overseas 
experiences
A two-week Overseas Com-
munity Service Project (OCSP) 
in Jaipur in Dec 2017 where 
Mr Loh taught impoverished 
women personal fi nancial 
management concepts and 
ways of income sourcing had a 
powerful impact on him.

It strengthened his resolve 
to teach; he wants to become 
an accounting academic and
divide his time between re-
search and teaching.

“The main takeaway I had 
from the OCSP was discover-
ing a desire to serve through 
teaching. I noticed that the 
acts of giving and nurturing 
provided me with a sense of 
fulfi lment that I had not expe-
rienced before,” he says.

In May last year, Mr Loh also 
attended a 10-day Business 
Study Mission to Silicon Valley 
where he visited the o�  ces of 
tech giants and startups. The 
visits broadened his worldview, 
and he learnt what it takes to 
become an entrepreneur.   

Last semester, Mr Loh was on 
a semester-long exchange at
the Wharton School of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in the
United States, where he took
modules on astronomy, Asian 
religions and R programming. 

He says: “Taking a diversity of
courses without the stress of 
grades inspired me to be even 
more inquisitive and develop 
a more curious mind.”

Local participation  
Besides gaining overseas ex-
posure, Mr Loh also participat-
ed in local SMU-X programmes
where the students partnered 
with corporate, non-profi t or 
government organisations to 
explore how to execute real-
world changes.  

His team collaborated with
an info-communications com-
pany to study how smart home
solutions can benefi t the el-
derly, and also partnered with a
healthcare organisation to think
of ideas on how to increase 
the uptake of women’s regular 
breast cancer check-ups. 

Be it international exposure 
or local experiences, the schol-
arship added depth and fl avour 
to Mr Loh’s life at SMU.

He says: “I’m always striving 
to maximise the opportunities 
presented, and I try to be 
purposeful in choosing which 
opportunities to pursue.”  

MAKE IT YOURS

A STORY 
OF SUCCESS

Fulfilling Dreams  •  Building Homes  •  Creating Communities

www.facebook.com/SingaporeHDB

www.twitter.com/Singapore_HDB

www.youtube.com/SingaporeHDB

Ian Lim
HDB Scholar, Applied Statistics
University of Oxford

Lim Fang Ting
HDB Scholar, Architecture
National University of 
Singapore

For more information or to apply online, 
visit www.hdb.gov.sg/scholarship or scan this QR code.

Have a hand in transforming blueprints into reality. Take on the 
intellectual challenge of formulating policies to better the lives of 
Singaporeans. Join us in redefi ning the future of public housing 
with the HDB Undergraduate / Specialist Scholarship.

HDB Undergraduate Scholarship
Achieve greater heights with the HDB Scholarship offered for a 
range of disciplines including:

 - Engineering (Civil / Electrical / Mechanical)
 - Architecture / Urban Design
 - Urban Planning
 - Landscape Architecture 
  - Computer Engineering / Computer Science / Information Systems
 - Data Science / Analytics
 - Geomatics Engineering
 - Economics
 - Sociology
 - Real Estate
 - Accountancy

HDB Specialist Scholarship
Build a specialist career with the largest housing developer in 
Singapore with the HDB Specialist Scholarship for:

 - Architecture 
 - Engineering (Civil / Electrical / Mechanical)
 - Computer Engineering / Computer Science / Information Systems
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

The IRAS scholarship gave Mr Yap Mia Kai plenty of opportunities to grow

One tech at a time
BY CHARLOTTE KNG

Thirty years ago, Mr Yap Mia 
Kai troubleshot his fi rst tech-
nological problem during a 

Build-Your-Own-PC class at a neigh-
bourhood community centre. His 
computer failed to boot up correct-
ly and he had to rule out potential 
technical problems in a structured 
manner before fi nally arriving at the 
solution. Since then, he has been 
fascinated with the systematic nature 
of IT solutions. In fact, he says he has 
always known that he wants a future 
in IT. 

Today, the 39-year-old director at
the Inland Revenue Interactive Net-
work 3 Architecture O�  ce (I3AO) 
leads a team that’s architecting and 
designing IT systems at the Inland Re-
venue Authority of Singapore (IRAS).

Mr Yap applied for the IRAS Over-
seas Undergraduate Scholarship after
he graduated from junior college in 
1998. The scholarship gave him the 
opportunity to pursue a bachelor in 
computer science at Cornell Univer-
sity in the United States — an expe-
rience that widened his perspective 
and helped him build a strong 
foundation in a subject that will later 
become essential in his career.

At that time, he had read about the 
modern IT technologies adopted by 
IRAS and was keen on being a part 
of an organisation that was open to 
pushing the limits when leveraging 
on technology to make things more 
intuitive for end users. 

“IRAS explored online services for 
taxation when Internet technology 
was still nascent. In recent years; it 
has also adopted interesting technol-
ogies and concepts such as analytics, 
microservices and cloud computing.

“I appreciate how the organisation 
is constantly refreshing and revamp-
ing its IT system to make it better,” 
says Mr Yap.

Expanding skill set
Mr Yap leads a 18-strong team that 
oversees the architecture and de-

IRAS Overseas 
Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Passion to serve and 
take on a challenging 
career in tax, 
outstanding A-level 
results, polytechnic 
results or equivalent 
(e.g. International 
Baccalaureate, 
NUS High School 
Diploma), outstanding 
co-curricular activity
records and 
leadership qualities, 
excellent university 
results (for mid-term 
scholarships)

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Maintenance, pre-
studies, computer, 
and miscellaneous 
allowances; tuition 
and other compulsory 
fees; return airfare; 
attachment with 
IRAS; sponsorship of 
approved overseas 
exchange and 
Masters programme 
(if applicable); 
mentoring by a 
member of the senior 
management

BOND PERIOD:
Six years

Terms and 
conditions apply

I’ve been with IRAS for over 15 
years now and there has never 
been a dull moment. I’ve had 

the fortune to try multiple roles 
and was always working on new 

challenges, one after another. 
MR YAP MIA KAI, director, Inland Revenue Interactive Network 3 Architecture O�  ce

sign for the Inland Revenue Interac-
tive Network 3 (IRIN 3). IRIN 3 is the 
core system that runs all tax-related 
administrative activities at IRAS. Be-
cause of the complex processing 
and massive amount of data running 
on the system daily, it is important for 
Mr Yap and his team to actively ex-
plore and leverage modern technol-
ogies to maintain and improve the 
e�  ciency of the tax administration 
process. 

Mr Yap believes that the knowl-
edge and skills he has today would 
not be possible without the learning 
opportunities IRAS has presented to 
him over the years. 

From the beginning of his career 

with IRAS, he has taken on multiple 
roles — ranging from a developer to 
tech planner and a project manager 
— for various projects with varying 
degree of complexity. The work 
experience and skills he amassed 
over the years led him to his current 
position as the director of the I3AO 
unit. “I’ve been with IRAS for over 15 
years now and there has never been 
a dull moment. I’ve had the fortune 
to try multiple roles and was always 
working on new challenges, one 
after another.

“Being constantly engaged and 
stretched with new challenges 
makes my career a truly fruitful one,” 
he says.

PHOTO: TED CHEN
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HDB scholar Joyc Leong preserves the unique characters of 
heartlands through thoughtful rejuvenation of their living spaces

Shaping towns through 
meaningful 
engagement

HDB Undergraduate 
Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens or 
permanent residents with 
outstanding academic 
results and co-curricular 
activity records.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Maintenance allowance, 
tuition and compulsory 
fees, return airfare 
(overseas study) and 
other allowances 
where applicable.

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local), 
six years (overseas)

Terms and conditions apply

PHOTO: TED CHEN

BY CHARLOTTE KNG

In the eyes of most people, build-
ing a town may seem as simple 
as laying bricks and paving roads. 

But to Ms Joyc Leong, most of the 
work lies in narrating the story of a 
charming neighbourhood through 
its living spaces. 

The 27-year-old Housing Board 
(HDB) scholar is a part of a team that 
is helping to rejuvenate heartlands 
like Pasir Ris, one communal space 
at a time.

“I’ve always been curious about 
how heartland areas are planned 
and how they can be improved,” says 
Ms Leong.

“For example, whenever I see grass 
balding in the shape of a pathway, 
I’d wonder why an actual pathway 
is not built at that spot. This shows 
the disparate views between users 
and designers and I want to bridge 
that gap.”

With a passion for ideating archi-
tectural improvements, she applied 
for the HDB scholarship after her 
junior college studies. She wanted 
to make an impact on HDB estates 
where most of the population reside. 

Today, Ms Leong is as an executive 
architect working on Remaking Our 
Heartland 3, a programme spear-
headed by HDB. She is involved in 
drawing up master plans that will 
give middle-aged towns like Pasir Ris 
a facelift. 

To do that, she studied the roots 
of the town and worked closely with 
residents of the heartland to improve 
the liveability of the area while pre-

serving its cultural story.
Focus group discussions involving 

dwellers of the heartland and pop-up 
booths at key community spaces 
were just a few of the methods 
Ms Leong and her team adopted to
get a better understanding of what
Pasir Ris meant to residents and the
amenities they felt were lacking in 
the neighbourhood. 

“It is very important to build some-
thing that the residents of Pasir Ris 
want and will use, instead of some-
thing we think they want and hope 
will use,” she says.

Keeping in character
When it comes to design, Ms Leong 
and her team place great empha-
sis on preserving the unique char-
acter of the town. Pasir Ris, which 
translates to “white sand” in Malay, is 
named for its long stretch of white, 
sandy beach along the north-east 
coastline of Singapore. 

As such, new additions that came 
with the rejuvenation exercise were 
carefully designed with coastal 
touches and marine themes so that 
its story continues to live on.

“The most fulfi lling aspect of my 
job is being able to shape towns 
and create places for the people, 
together with them,” she says. 

“It is not just about designing public 
spaces that are aesthetically pleasing, 
we have to consider the interactions
between people and their living
spaces in order to create meaningful
places for the community.”
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Enterprise Singapore provided the platform for Mr Toh Ghee Wei  
to explore his passion to drive Singapore’s economy

A stepping stone to success
BY GILBERT WONG

Picking the right subjects can have a 
profound impact on which career 
you will eventually pursue. Choosing 

something you are passionate about may 
not always yield the best career opportuni-
ties, yet picking more conventionally pop-
ular fields of study may lead you to doing 
something you have no interest in.

This was precisely the dilemma Mr Toh 
Ghee Wei faced when he was deciding 
where to go for his university studies. 
“I was seriously considering law school 
because I thought it was a more practical 
option compared to what I enjoy studying 
— history.”

Thankfully, he was awarded the 
Enterprise Singapore Global Executive 
Scholarship in 2013 and he underwent 
the statutory board’s flagship talent pro-
grammes — the Global Executive Schol-
arship and the Management Associate  
Programme. The 26-year-old went on to 
study History at Columbia University in the 
United States, and later pursued a Masters 
in Global Governance and Diplomacy at 
Oxford University in the United Kingdom.

Supporting Singapore 
businesses 
Currently an assistant development 
partner in the Real Estate Team of the 
Infrastructure Services Division of Enter-
prise Singapore, Mr Toh’s scope of work 
entails supporting Singapore hoteliers 
and developers in the areas of produc-
tivity, innovation and internationalisation. 
On the surface, his education may not 
seem relevant to his job, but the skills he 
learnt in his course of study are highly 
useful in his line of work.

“History taught me to pay attention to 
context and contingency. Studying his-
tory and political science has also honed  
my critical reasoning, and research and 
writing skills, which are important for 
my work, especially in developing and 
honing industry strategies,” he says.

Mr Toh also credits Enterprise  
Singapore’s Management Associate 
Programme for giving him the chance to 
work overseas.

He spent three months in New Delhi, 
India where he helped develop strategies 
to help Singapore logistics and manu-
facturing companies to expand into the 
Indian market.

This learning opportunity is what sets the 
Global Executive Scholarship apart from 
other scholarship offerings, according to 
Mr Toh.

“I think Enterprise Singapore’s Manage-
ment Associate Programme is probably 
one of the few programmes that would 
send fresh graduates on a protracted over-
seas attachment to developing markets,” 
he says. “This is a major differentiator and 
a great learning opportunity because most 
of the global economic growth is coming 
from frontier markets like India.”

This experience has been highly 

PHOTO: TED CHEN

beneficial for Mr Toh, as he helps Smart 
City solution providers who are keen to 
expand into Vietnam by understanding 
their value proposition and interests, and 
pitching their solutions to the relevant 
demand-drivers.

Mr Toh says the overseas experience 
has given him a better appreciation of the 
challenges that Singapore companies face 
overseas. As many companies attempt 
to expand into larger foreign markets, he 
believes more can be done to prepare 
them for the potential pitfalls of diving 
headfirst into new territories.

He feels that his learning experience has 
equipped him with the skills to help: “I try, 
in my work, to focus on initiatives that will 
make a difference to companies entering 
new markets.”

History taught me 
to pay attention 
to context and 
contingency. 
Studying history 
and political science 
has also honed my 
critical reasoning,  
and research and 
writing skills, which 
are important for 
my work, especially 
in developing and 
honing industry 
strategies. 
MR TOH GHEE WEI, assistant development 
partner, Enterprise Singapore

Enterprise Singapore Global Executive 
Scholarship (Overseas)

CRITERIA: 
Singapore citizens or Singapore permanent 
residents; excellent academic results for  
A levels, International Baccalaureate, NUS 
High School Diploma or Polytechnic Diploma 
with Merit

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Full tuition and compulsory fees

BOND PERIOD:
Two years (local); four to five years (overseas);  
two years (mid-term)

Terms and conditions apply

SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

iBuildSG SCHOLARSHIP 
AND SPONSORSHIP

The iBuildSG Scholarship and 
Sponsorship programme is a 
collaborative effort between BCA 
and leading industry players. The 
Programme is designed to groom 
a new generation of top-notch 
building industry professionals. It 
offers students of high calibre and 
vision a challenging, fulfilling and 
rewarding career that allows them 
to contribute to society and the 
built environment at the same time.

We constantly shape the landscape to prepare for 
the future of Singapore, rally the built environment sector to 

achieve far-reaching goals beyond today and improve the living 
environment for Singaporeans from all walks of life. 

Discover scholarship opportunities to 
build your career on.

BCA 
UNDERGRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
(LOCAL / OVERSEAS)

The Building and Construction Authority (BCA) is an agency 
under the Ministry of National Development, championing the 
development of an excellent built environment for Singapore.

Kick-start a firm foundation by taking up our Undergraduate 
Scholarship, which sponsors talented individuals for local or 
overseas undergraduate studies in esteemed educational 
institutions. Career progression, opportunities for personal 
development and exciting challenges are aplenty for those 
who are keen on creating their future with us. 

For more information about BCA visit
www.bca.gov.sg
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

National Environment & Water (NEW) Scholar Justina Leo believes 
her work as a scientist is an important and meaningful one

This NTU undergraduate bravely undertook a learning journey 
in China — even though he did not speak a word of Chinese

Ensuring 
food safety

Breaking out 
of his comfort zone

BY BRYTE ASTERI

Do you take your ability to en-
joy safe food in Singapore 
for granted? Don’t. The next 

time you have a meal, say a silent 
“thank you” to those who help en-
sure that the food on our plates is 
safe for consumption.

For 27-year-old Justina Leo, 
her work at the Singapore Food 
Agency’s (SFA) National Centre for 
Food Science (NCFS) allows her to 
contribute towards ensuring food 
safety in Singapore. 

A scientist in the Food Safety 
Monitoring & Forensics Depart-
ment at NCFS, she carries out 
microbiological testing for prod-
ucts in Singapore to ensure that 
they meet food safety standards. 
This includes testing food samples 
and swabs from contaminated 
food and from sites of foodborne 
outbreaks under investigation.

“Food is essential for survival 
and is also an integral part of our 
lives. The knowledge that my work 
contributes towards food safety 
makes it meaningful,” she says. 

A passion 
for life science
Ms Leo has had an interest in sci-
ence since she was young. She 
recalls watching documentaries 
about how organisms functioned, 
and wondering how and why 
things functioned as they did. 

Later on, she grew fascinated 
with how microorganisms inter-
act with humans and animals, 
infectious diseases, and how such 
scientifi c knowledge could be 
applied to food.

This spurred her to pursue stud-
ies in Microbiology, Immunology 
and Molecular Genetics at the 
University of California Los Angeles 
(UCLA) in the United States, under 

BY ESTHER TEO

For non-Chinese speaking stu-
dents, China may not be the 
top destination for overseas 

learning journeys. But mathemat-
ics and science ace Mohammed 
Ammar Rafi k Madakia did not 
let the language barrier get in his 
way as he sought the tutorage of 
prominent experts in the fi eld of 
nanotechnology.

The 22-year-old chemical and 
biomolecular engineering under-
graduate at Nanyang Technolog-
ical University (NTU) spent two 
weeks in the Southern University 
of Science and Technology (SUS-
Tech) in Shenzhen as part of an 
overseas learning journey organ-
ised by  NTU’s CN Yang Scholars 
Programme (CNYSP). 

“Before setting off  for the trip, I 
felt  the language barrier would be 
rather challenging as I don’t speak 
Chinese. However, the researchers 
whom I was attached to were very 
understanding and answered my 
queries in English.”

The experience turned out to 
be very enriching for the plucky 
engineering student, who has a 
research interest in sustainable 
energy. During his time at SUS-
Tech, the professors he shadowed 
allowed him to visit their labs and 
observe them running exper-
iments on electrocatalyst and 
nanomaterials; the experiments 
are part of research on how new 
nanomaterials can be used to 
create processes and products 
that emit less greenhouse gases.

Mr Ammar says: “Before the 
trip, I had already fi nished my fi rst 
research attachment in NTU on 
heterogenous nanocatalyst for 
carbon dioxide hydrogenation to 
methanol.” The research revolves 
around a process of converting 

NEW Scholarship

CRITERIA:
Singapore Citizens or 
permanent residents 
with outstanding 
academic results and
a noteworthy co-
curricular activity 
record. A level, 
International 
Baccalaureate, 
Polytechnic, NUS High
students, 
Undergraduates
and Mid-term 
Undergraduates may 
apply.

VALUE OF AWARD: 
Maintenance 
allowance; tuition 
and compulsory fees; 
computer and book 
allowance and hostel 
fees where applicable; 
sponsorship for 
approved enrichment/
exchange programmes 
and the possibility of 
pursuing postgraduate 
degrees. Return airfare 
plus allowance for 
computer, books, 
settling-in and warm 
clothing where 
applicable for overseas 
studies.

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); six 
(overseas); fi ve years 
(non-English speaking 
countries) 

Terms and 
conditions apply

NTU CN Yang 
Scholars Programme

CRITERIA:
Outstanding A level, 
diploma awarded 
by a polytechnic in 
Singapore, NUS High 
School Diploma, IB
Diploma or Year 12
equivalent qualifi cations;
excellent co-curricular 
records; strong 
leadership qualities and 
potential

VALUE OF AWARD: Full 
coverage of subsidised 
tuition fees (after Tuition 
Grant); living allowance 
of $6,500 per academic 
year; accommodation 
allowance of up to 
$2,000 per academic 
year (applicable to 
scholarship holders 
who reside in NTU 
hostels only); travel 
grant of $5,000 for 
overseas programme 
(one-off ) and computer 
allowance of $1,750 
(one-off ) 

BOND PERIOD:
None, apart from 
the three-year bond 
applicable to all 
Singapore PRs and 
international students 
under the MOE Tuition 
Grant Scheme 

Terms and 
conditions apply

the National Environment & Water 
(NEW) Scholarship. 

Ms Leo says her time at UCLA 
played a huge role in shaping her 
as an individual. “The American 
education system off ers a rich 
array of programmes. As I was 
required to take classes outside 
of my major, I was exposed to 
many diff erent schools of thought, 
which provided me with a more 
holistic perspective.”  

Since she started work as a 
scientist in 2015, Ms Leo has not 
only done laboratory work, but has 
also had the opportunity to work 
on various projects that delve into 
food security, policy and planning. 

“The diversity of work as well as 
working with various people in SFA 
have broadened my horizons, and 
I am keen to further my under-
standing of the diff erent scopes 
in SFA and contribute towards 
ensuring and securing a supply of 
safe food for all,” she says. 

carbon dioxide emissions from 
burning fossil fuels to methanol. 

One of the professors he was 
attached to at SUSTech was also 
doing research on a similar process. 

High growth potential
Such one-of-a-kind learning ex-
periences are what the CNYSP 
aims to provide for outstanding 
NTU science and engineering 
freshmen. Mr Ammar, an Anglo 
Chinese School (Independent) 
alumnus, says he was attracted to 
the CNYSP as it off ers unrivalled 
exposure to research in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). 

“I would recommend the 
CNYSP to those who want to gain 
research experience and pursue 
a career in academic research. 
The scholarship provides many 
opportunities to pursue research 
projects both locally and overseas 
under the guidance of mentors 
and professors,” he adds.

PHOTO: TED CHEN

PHOTO: TED CHEN
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SLA scholar Muhammad Izzat Afi q is part 
of a team that manages the restoration of 

Singapore’s oldest houses 

SLA Undergraduate 
Scholarship 

CRITERIA:
Singapore citizens or 
permanent residents 
intending to take up 
Singapore citizenship; 
active participation in 
co-curricular activities 
strong leadership 
qualities; interest to 
pursue a career in 
the public sector; 
outstanding academic 
results. For Full-Term 
local and overseas 
scholarship; A levels 
or International 
Baccalaureate or 
Polytechnic Diploma. 
For Mid-Term local and 
overseas scholarship: 
undergraduate in local 
and overseas universities

VALUE OF AWARD:
Tuition and compulsory 
university fees; 
maintenance allowance; 
overseas student 
exchange programme; 
return airfare (where 
applicable)

BOND PERIOD:
Four years (local); 
six years (overseas) 

Terms and conditions apply 

Keeper of 
heritage 

buildings

BY JOLENE LIMUCO 

L earning about the history of some 
very old houses in Singapore is an 
interesting aspect of Mr Muham-

mad Izzat Afi q’s work in the Residential 
Leasing Division at Singapore Land 
Authority (SLA).  

 The project manager learnt that each 
100-year-old black and white heritage 
bungalows in Districts 10 and 11 tells a 
di� erent story.

“People always think that all black and 
white heritage bungalows are the same 
but when they were built, each estate 
was designated for a particular category 
of civil servants. The di� erent sizes and 
grandeur of the property indicated the 
seniority and importance of the occu-
pants,” the 25-year-old says.

For instance, the cluster of bun-
galows in Goodwood Hill were set 
aside for High Court judges and 
their families. 

Mr Izzat’s fascination with the built 
environment industry stemmed from 
his appreciation of how the sector 
has a tremendous impact on people’s 
daily lives.   

“In the real estate industry, many 
aspects such as property development, 
urban planning, real estate markets 
and the economy are inter-connected. 
These are all real, tangible develop-
ments that impact the day-to-day lives 
of everyone,” he says. 

After his A levels, he enrolled in 
the Bachelor of Science (Real Estate) 
programme at the National University 
of Singapore (NUS). He applied for the 
SLA Local (Mid-Term) Undergraduate 
Scholarship as SLA’s mission to opti-
mise land resources for the economic 
and social development of Singapore 
resonated with him. Besides, he was 
drawn to the diverse work scope and 
opportunities for job rotations that the 
statutory board could o� er for career 
growth and development.   

Not a desk-bound job 
After graduating from NUS last year, 
Mr Izzat joined SLA’s Leasing Division. 
He is part of a team that manages the 
rental of State Land and Properties 
which comprises residential, industrial 
and institutional buildings. 

As someone who loves the outdoors, 
Mr Izzat is happy that he is not settled 
in a desk-bound job. In his current job, 
he can be on his feet, overseeing and 
coordinating project works at black 
and white heritage bungalows that are 
rented out to tenants or meeting with 
various parties in the public and private 
sectors to discuss asset enhancement 
initiatives and marketing and develop-
ment of state properties. 

He also fi nds meaning in a job that 
contributes to the nation’s growth. 

“In the context of Singapore where 
land is limited, SLA’s work — and by 
extension, my work — is especially 
critical as it impacts the public in many 
ways. Other than generating revenue 
for the state and keeping our tenants 
satisfi ed, our work also gives these 
heritage buildings a fresh lease of life 
as well as preserve architectural heri-
tage,” he says. 
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III

The
Loke Cheng-Kim Foundation

Scholarships

The Loke Cheng-Kim Foundation invites students who have applied for admission 
to courses leading to fi rst degrees conferred by established local and overseas 
universities in the 2020/2021 academic year to apply for scholarship awards.

ELIGIBILITY

Applicants should be Singapore citizens or permanent residents and should not be 
current holders of other scholarship awards or grants. The Board is looking particularly 
for applications in the fi elds of Pure Sciences, Natural and Environmental Sciences 
(including Ecology, Conservation Biology and Horticulture) and the Humanities.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Candidates should ideally have a strong record of academic and co-curricular 
achievements. Particular consideration will be given to those who can show a capacity 
for independent thought, together with a deep and genuine commitment to their 
respective chosen fi elds as demonstrated by their activities and interests outside a 
school environment. Candidates will be asked to submit with their prescribed 
application form a personal statement (maximum 500 words) stating their career 
aims and aspirations, and how they see their chosen course of study as helping to 
achieve them.

SCHOLARSHIP VALUE

A scholarship’s annual value will cover fees and book allowances, initial clothing 
allowance, maintenance allowance and one-time return economy class airfare and is 
tenable for the whole undergraduate course of study leading to a fi rst degree.

APPLICATIONS

Applications must be made on the prescribed form downloadable from the Foundation’s 
offi cial website (www.lokefoundation.com.sg) or obtainable from:-

The Secretary
The Loke Cheng-Kim Foundation

c/o Tricor Singapore Pte Ltd
80 Robinson Road #02-00

Singapore 068898

CLOSING DATE

13 March 2020

Applicants shortlisted for interview will be notifi ed by 30 April 2020

A Great Way to Fly

Soar to Greater Heights with SIA

If you are passionate about the aviation industry, have demonstrated

strong leadership qualities and possess a global and innovative mindset,

we invite you to be part of the Singapore Airlines family!

As a SIA scholar, you will be exposed to a world of opportunities

and gain first-hand experience of our diverse business functions.

Turn your passion for aviation into a career today.

Start by applying for our SIA Overseas Scholarship!

Apply now at: 

https://www.singaporeair.com/en_UK/sg/careers/students-internship/
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Your potential. Our scholarships.

FIND OUT MORE
SMU.SG/SCHOLARSHIPS2020

 

SMU Global Impact 
Scholarship
SMU’s premier scholarship 
recognises the most 
outstanding students for 
their all-round excellence 

1 in 3 incoming SMU freshmen is awarded a scholarship or financial award
Lee Kong Chian Scholars’ 
Programme 
This scholarship focuses on 
developing future-ready 
business leaders with a strong 
social conscience

SMU Merit
Scholarship 
Opens doors to an enriching 
and exciting learning 
opportunity that will broaden 
your horizons and develop you 
into an inspiring and impactful 
leader of the future

Yip Pin Xiu
Scholarship 
SMU’s first full sports 
scholarship to honour 
excellence in sports and 
the values of hard work, 
resilience and leadership 

Lushna Jayram Khialani
Year 3 student
SMU Merit Scholar
School of Law

UNDERGRADUATE

Toh Wen Li
Journalist
The Straits Times

Journalism goes beyond 

the 24-hour news cycle 

of current affairs. I have 

journeyed through the 

homes of artists and

discovered the muse of 

Singapore’s greatest 

creative minds. As a

journalist, you never know 

what to expect at work. 

If you’re inspired by the 

spirit of discovery, come 

take the path less travelled. 

I toured
the home
of master 
potter 
Iskandar 
Jalil.

Application deadline:     Undergraduate Scholarship: 15 February 2020     Mid-Term Scholarship: 15 April 2020 
Scan the QR code to sign up. Alternatively, email scholars@sph.com.sg 
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GUIDE TO SCHOLARSHIPS For more information, log on to www.scholarschoice.com.sg

ORGANISATION COURSE/UNIVERSITIES/COUNTRY OF STUDY VALUE OF AWARD AND BOND REQUIREMENTS

A*STAR National Science Scholarship (BS-PhD)

• Biomedical Sciences 
• Physical Sciences 
• Engineering & Technology 
• Computing & Information Science 
 
Top global universities 

The National Science Scholarship (BS-PhD) supports up to 8 years of 
undergraduate and PhD studies.

Successful NSS (BS) applicants will be given support* for their undergraduate 
studies, comprising:
• Full tuition fees
• Monthly allowance
• Annual return airfare
• Pre-studies allowance
• Research attachment opportunities at A*STAR Research Institutes

Further support for PhD studies will be awarded upon satisfactory completion 
of undergraduate studies and meeting NSS (PhD) requirements (e.g. 1-year 
research attachment at an A*STAR Research Institute).

* Rates/allowances vary according to country and university, and are subject 
to adjustments by A*STAR from time to time.

Bond Duration:
NSS (BS) awardees are required to fulfill a 6-year service commitment 
comprising:
• A compulsory 1-year research attachment at an A*STAR research institute 

between the BS and PhD studies
• 5 years at an A*STAR research institute upon completion of PhD studies

Appliant should have the following qualities:
•  Applicants must be Singaporean. Those of other nationalities must intend to 

take up Singapore Citizenship.
•  Have keen interest in science and research
•  Excellent academic results

The above eligibility criteria are not exhaustive. A*STAR may include additional 
selection criteria based on prevailing scholarship policies. These policies may be 
amended from time to time without notice. Please refer to www.a-star.edu.sg for 
more detailed information.

Application Deadline: 1 March

Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed between March and May.

A*STAR Computing and Information Science (ACIS) Scholarship

Computing and Information Science

• Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
• National University of Singapore (NUS) 
• Singapore Management University (SMU)
• Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD)

Successful applicants will be given support* for up to 4 years of academic 
pursuit. They will receive:
• Full tuition fees
• Monthly sustenance allowance and CPF contribution (where applicable) 

based on the prevailing employer’s contribution rate
• Support for up to 12 months of overseas attachment 

Other allowances including:
• Book allowance
• Computer allowance
• Conference allowance
• Miscellaneous allowance
• Thesis allowance

* All rates/allowances are subject to adjustments by A*STAR from time  
to time.

Bond Duration: 
Singaporeans (at the point of award): No service commitment

Non-Singaporeans (at the point of award): 2-year service in Singapore-based 
companies^ without commitment to any specific organisation. The area of 
work should preferably be in CIS disciplines.

^ Singapore-based companies refer to local companies and international 
companies that have a base in Singapore and which are registered with the 
Accounting & Corporate Regulatory Authority (ACRA).

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Applicants must be Singaporean. Those of other nationalities must intend to 

take up Singapore Citizenship.
• Satisfy the criteria for and gain admission to a PhD programme* in one of the 

following schools: 
 - NTU School of Computer Science and Engineering 
 - NUS School of Computing 
 - SMU School of Information Systems 
 - SUTD Information Systems Technology and Design Pillar
• Have obtained at least a 2nd Upper Class Honours Degree or equivalent in 

relevant disciplines
• Have strong interest to pursue a CIS research career in industry R&D labs, 

technology enterprises, spin-off companies and/or academia

* Applicants for thematic programmes who are applying for or have gained 
admission to schools/departments other than the 4 specified CIS schools may 
be considered for the ACIS Scholarship if their PhD project is in CIS, on a case-
by-case basis. 

The above eligibility criteria are not exhaustive. A*STAR may include additional 
selection criteria based on prevailing scholarship policies. These policies may be 
amended from time to time without notice. Please refer to www.a-star.edu.sg for 
a more detailed information.

Application Deadline
August Intake: 1 February
January Intake:1 August of the preceding year

A*STAR Graduate Scholarship (AGS)

• Biomedical Sciences
• Physical Sciences
• Engineering & Technology

• Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
• National University of Singapore (NUS)
• Singapore Management University (School of Information Systems) 

(SMU) 
• Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD)

Successful applicants will be given support* for up to 4 years of academic 
pursuit. They will receive:
• Full tuition fees
• Monthly sustenance allowance, inclusive of CPF contribution  

(where applicable)
• Other allowances including:
 - Book allowance
 - Computer allowance
 - Conference allowance
 - Thesis allowance
• Support for up to 12 months of overseas attachment 

AGS scholars are eligible for up to 2 years of post-doctoral fellowship under 
AGS (PDF).

* All rates/allowances are subject to adjustments by A*STAR from time to time.

Bond Duration:
Singaporeans (at point of award): No service commitment
Non-Singaporeans (at point of award): 2 years in Singapore-based companies 
^ without commitment to any specific organisation. The area of work should 
preferably be in Biomedical Sciences, Physical Sciences and Engineering.

AGS awardees who are subsequently awarded the AGS (PDF) for overseas  
post-doctoral training: 3 years

^ Singapore-based companies refer to local companies and international 
companies that have a base in Singapore and which are registered with the 
Accounting & Corporate Regulatory Authority (ACRA).

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Applicants must be Singaporean. Those of other nationalities must intend to 

take up Singapore Citizenship.
• Satisfy criteria for and seek admission to PhD programme in an autonomous 

university
• Have obtained at least a 2nd Upper Class Honours Degree or equivalent in 

relevant disciplines
• Have strong interest in a research career

The above eligibility criteria are not exhaustive. A*STAR may include additional 
selection criteria based on prevailing scholarship policies. These policies may be 
amended from time to time without notice. Please refer to www.a-star.edu.sg for 
a more detailed information.

Application Deadline
August Intake: 1 February
January Intake:1 August of the preceding year

National Science Scholarship (PhD)

• Biomedical Sciences
• Physical Sciences
• Engineering & Technology
• Computing & Information Science

Top global universities 

Successful applicants will be given support for up to 5 years of PhD studies 
comprising*:
• Full tuition fees
• Monthly sustenance allowance, inclusive of CPF contribution (where 

applicable)
• Monthly overseas living allowance
• Annual return airfare

Other allowances including:
• Conference allowance
• Thesis allowance
• Computer allowance
• Warm clothing and settling-in allowance

* Rates/allowances vary according to country and university, and are subject 
to adjustments by A*STAR from time to time.

Bond Duration:
4 years at an A*STAR research institute upon completion of PhD studies

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Applicants must be Singaporean. Those of other nationalities must intend to 

take up Singapore Citizenship.
• Have strong interest in a research career 
• Have outstanding undergraduate results (preferably 1st Class Honours Degree 

or equivalent) in relevant disciplines
• Have applied or will be applying for a PhD programme at a top global university 

The above eligibility criteria are not exhaustive. A*STAR may include additional 
selection criteria based on prevailing scholarship policies. These policies may be 
amended from time to time without notice. Please refer to www.a-star.edu.sg for 
a more detailed information.

Successful candidates are required to complete a 1-year Research Attachment 
(RA) at an A*STAR research institute prior to their PhD studies. Applicants will 
need to factor in this RA requirement when planning for university admission

Application Deadline:
RA commencement by September of current year : 1 March
RA commencement next year : 1 October

Auditor-General’s Office (AGO) AGO Auditing Service Scholarship

Course: Accountancy
University: National University of Singapore; Nanyang Technological 
University & Singapore Management University
Country of Study: Singapore

The scholarship will cover tuition and other compulsory fees, maintenance 
allowance, hostel allowance, pre-studies allowance and overseas student 
exchange expenses. 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship
• Demonstrated strong leadership qualities with active participation in Co-

Curricular Activities (CCA). 

Undergraduate Scholarship: Good GCE ‘A’ level results (with minimum  
10 academic units), International Baccalaureate (IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with 
Merit) or equivalent

Mid-Term Scholarship: Open to outstanding undergraduates who are currently 
pursuing an Accountancy Degree at the local universities listed and have 
completed at least one semester of undergraduate studies. Applicants should be 
on track for at least a Second Upper Class Honours. 

Building and Construction 
Authority  (BCA)

BCA Undergraduate Scholarship (Overseas / Local / Mid-Term)

Tenable Courses
• Architecture
• Architecture & Sustainable Design
• Civil Engineering
• Coastal Engineering
• Economics
• Electrical Engineering
• Geology
• Mechanical Engineering
• Project & Facilities Management
• Smart-City Management & Technology
• Sustainable Infrastructure Engineering (Building Services)
• Structural Engineering

Universities
Local Universities and Reputable Overseas Universities

Country of Study
Singapore & Overseas Countries (e.g. UK, USA)

Overseas Scholarship
• Tuition fees and other approved charges
• Allowance (maintenance, computer, warm clothing, settling-in)
• One return Economy-Class airfare
• One return Economy-Class airfare (for industrial attachment at BCA)
• Sponsorship for summer school programme

Local Scholarship
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Allowance (maintenance, computer)
• Sponsorship for student exchange programme 

Mid-Term Scholarship
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Allowances (maintenance, computer)
• Sponsorship for student exchange programme
• Reimbursement of tuition fees and maintenance allowance for completed 

years of study

Eligibility
• Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents
• Excellent GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ Level / IB / IP Results
• Excellent Diploma Results (Polytechnic Students)
• Excellent University Results (Undergraduates)
• Excellent CCA Records
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Building and Construction 
Authority  (BCA)

iBuildSG Undergraduate Scholarship / Sponsorship

Tenable Courses
• Architecture
• Civil Engineering
• Construction Management
• Electrical Engineering
• Environmental Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Project & Facilities Management
• Sustainable Infrastructure Engineering (Building Services)
• Real Estate

Universities
NUS, NTU, SIT, SUTD, and undergraduate courses conducted by the 
BCA Academy (BCAA)

Country of Study
Singapore

Undergraduate Scholarship
• Minimum of S$18,000 per year for Singapore Citizens and Singapore 

Permanent Residents
• Minimum of S$14,000 per year for all other nationalities in relevant 

engineering courses

Undergraduate Sponsorship
• Minimum of S$10,000 per year for Singapore Citizens and Singapore 

Permanent Residents 

Eligibility
To be eligible for the scholarship or sponsorship, you must: 
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident
• Foreigners taking relevant engineering courses may also apply for the 

scholarship but are not eligible for sponsorship
• Be a GCE ‘A’ level, Polytechnic or BCA Academy graduate or NUS, NTU, SIT, 

SUTD or BCA Academy undergraduate
• Have outstanding academic results
• Have excellent CCA records

Male applicants must have completed or be exempted from full-time National 
Service (NS). ORD personnel accepted for admission in 2020 can also apply.

iBuildSG Diploma Scholarship / Sponsorship

Tenable Courses
• Architecture
• Architecture (Technology)
• Civil Engineering with Business
• Clean Energy
• Clean Energy Management
• Construction Engineering
• Digital Engineering
• Design (Interior & Landscape)
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Electrical Engineering & Clean Energy
• Electrical Engineering 
• Electrical Engineering with Eco-Design
• Energy Systems and Management 
• Environment Design
• Environmental & Water Technology 
• Facilities Management
• Green Building & Sustainability
• Green Building Energy Management
• Hotel & Leisure Facilities Management 
• Integrated Events & Project Management
• Integrated Facility Management
• Interior Architecture & Design 
• Interior Design 
• Landscape Architecture 
• Mechanical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering (Green Building Technology)
• Quantity Surveying
• Real Estate Business 
• Space & Interior Design 
• Spatial Design
• Sustainable Architectural Design
• Sustainable Urban Design & Engineering

Diploma Scholarship
• Minimum of S$15,000 per year for Singapore Citizens , Singapore 

Permanent Residents and other nationalities 

Diploma Sponsorship
• Minimum of S$7,000 per year for Singapore Citizens and Singapore 

Permanent Residents

Eligibility
To be eligible for the scholarship or sponsorship, you must: 
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident
• Foreigners may apply for the scholarship but are not eligible for sponsorship
• Be a GCE ‘O’ level or GCE’N’ level or ITE graduate, or student pursuing  

tenable diploma courses at NP, NYP, RP, TP, SP and BCA Academy. 
• Have outstanding academic results
• Have excellent CCA records

Changi Airport Group (Singapore) 
Pte Ltd (CAG)

Changi Airport Group Undergraduate Scholarship

All disciplines except Medicine and Dentistry at top local or overseas 
universities

Overseas (5-year bond)
• All tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Pre-Studies allowances, including warm clothing, settling-in and computer 

allowances (one-off)
• Return economy airfare (for commencement of studies and return for 

deployment)
• Opportunities for sponsorship of student exchange or summer programmes
• Post-graduate studies subject to management approval
• Internships with the diverse business divisions in Changi Airport Group

Local (3-year bond)
• All tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Pre-Studies allowances, including settling-in and computer allowances 

(one-off)
• Hostel fees
• Opportunities for sponsorship of student exchange or summer programmes
• Post-graduate studies subject to management approval
• Internships with the diverse business divisions in Changi Airport Group

Appliant should have the following qualities:
Excellent ‘A’ Level results or equivalent (including International Baccalaureate and 
NUS High Diploma) or Polytechnic Diploma

• Outstanding CCA/NS records or community activities and demonstrating strong 
leadership qualities

• Passion to make a difference in CAG through the diverse business areas 
of managing and operating Changi Airport (e.g. airport operations, retail 
management, engineering, business development etc.), as well as developing 
and managing airports overseas

• Students of all nationalities are welcome to apply

Cyber Security Agency of 
Singapore (CSA) 
 
Government Technology Agency 
(GovTech) 
 
Infocomm Media Development 
Authority (IMDA)

Smart Nation Scholarship

The course should be ICT related and from a renowned university.

Some examples of the courses (non-exhaustive):
• Computer Science
• Computer Engineering
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Information Technology, Information Systems
• Math, Statistics or Economics;
• Physics or Law;
• Other non-ICT degrees with a major in ICT or double degree with 

one major being ICT

• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Option to backdate: Mid-term scholars* (overseas or local) may opt to 

backdate the scholarship
• Living Allowance: Allowance for day-to-day expenses such as bills and 

living costs
• One-time Allowance: IT equipment, warm clothing, return shipping and 

settling-in allowances
• Service Commitment: 6 years (overseas programme) or 4 years (local 

programme)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Permanent Residents with the intention of taking up 

citizenship
• Outstanding GCE ‘A’ Level results (or equivalent) or Polytechnic Diploma
• Outstanding co-curricular activities record
• Passionate about a career in technology
• Pursuing an ICT-related degree programme, or currently not in an ICT-related 

course but interested in taking up a double degree in ICT

Enterprise Singapore Enterprise Singapore Global Executive Scholarship (Overseas)

Enterprise Singapore Global Executive Scholarship (Local)

Enterprise Singapore Global Executive Scholarship (Mid-term)

All undergraduate courses except Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, 
Nursing, Architecture, Music and Law. 

Overseas: 
Top universities in China, France, Germany, Japan, Korea, US and UK.

Local: 
• NUS
• NTU
• SMU
• SUTD

• Full tuition and compulsory fees
• Medical / health insurance (where required by university) 
• Pre-studies allowance
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Airfare (where applicable) 
• Internship opportunities
• Sponsorship for foreign language course/s
• Sponsorship for student exchange programme (subject to approval)
• Sponsorship for Master’s programme (subject to approval)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents
• Excellent academic results for GCE ‘A’ Levels, International Baccalaureate,   

NUS High School Diploma or Polytechnic Diploma with Merit
• Good track record in CCAs 
• Proficiency in foreign language skills is a plus
• Passionate about growing stronger Singapore enterprises and contributing to 

the Singapore economy
• Keen sense for global business and international trade
• Interest in exploring and learning about foreign languages and cultures

ESSEC Business School Academic Excellence Scholarship

Course: ESSEC Global BBA 
University: ESSEC Business School
Country of study: Singapore or France

Covers up to 25% of tuition fees Appliant should have the following qualities:
Open to all applicants and awarded on the basis of the overall quality of their 
application i.e. academic excellence demonstrated in the file and in the selection 
interview.

Regional Diversity Scholarship

Course: ESSEC Global BBA
University: ESSEC Business School
Country of study: Singapore or France

Covers up to 25% of tuition fees Appliant should have the following qualities:
Must be a citizen of a country in one of the following regions: Africa, Asia,  
Asia-Pacific, Europe (except France), North America and South America.

Housing and Development Board 
(HDB)

HDB Undergraduate Scholarship
- Local/Overseas
- Mid-Term

Disciplines relevant to HDB including:
• Engineering (Civil/Electrical/Mechanical)
• Architecture/Urban Design
• Urban Planning
• Landscape Architecture
• Computer Engineering/Computer Science/ Information Systems
• Data Science/Analytics
• Geomatics Engineering
• Economics
• Sociology
• Real Estate
• Accountancy

- Reputable local or overseas universities

Value of Local Scholarship Award
• Tuition and other compulsory fees 
• Maintenance allowance
• Vacation attachment with HDB
• Opportunity for sponsorship for approved student exchange programme

Bond of Local Scholarship Award
• 4 years

Value of Overseas Scholarship Award
• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Maintenance and settling-in allowance
• Return economy airfare
• Vacation attachment with HDB (including return airfare for attachment)
• Opportunity for sponsorship for approved student exchange programme

Bond of Overseas Scholarship Award 
• 6 years

For the HDB Mid-Term Scholarship, the bond duration will be commensurate 
with the remaining duration of study.

Appliant should:
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident who is willing to take 

up Singapore Citizenship
• Have good academic results and CCA records
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Housing and Development Board 
(HDB)

HDB Specialist Scholarship 
- Local
- Local Mid-Term

Eligible Course of Study: 
• Architecture 
• Engineering (Civil/Electrical/Mechanical) 
• Computer Engineering/Computer Science/ Information Systems

- Reputable local universities

An annual allowance of S$16.5K to S$17K.

Bond of Local Scholarship Award 
• 4 years

For the HDB Mid-Term Specialist Scholarship, the bond duration will be 
commensurate with the remaining duration of study.

Appliant should:
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident who is willing to take 

up Singapore Citizenship
• Have good academic results and CCA records

Infocomm Media Development 
Authority (IMDA) 

Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship (Polytechnic)

[*The former Infocomm Polytechnic Scholarship (iPOLY) is now part of 
SG:D Scholarship (Polytechnic).]

Eligible Institutions:
Singapore’s 5 local Polytechnics: Nanyang Polytechnic, Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, Republic Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic, Temasek 
Polytechnic

Eligible Course of Study: 
• Infocomm Media-related courses (i.e. courses under Information & 

Digital Technologies cluster or Arts, Design & Media cluster)

Value of Award:
• Full tuition fees and compulsory polytechnic fees
• One-time computer allowance
• Funding support for courses and certification
• Support for Overseas Internship(s) in Infocomm Media-related roles which 

includes: 
 - Economy class return airfare; and
 - Cost of living allowances
• Support for overseas exposure (e.g. student exchange programme, study 

trips, overseas competition)  

Bond duration:
No bond

Appliant should:
• Be a Singapore Citizen;
• Be a fresh “O” level graduate;
• Have good Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) records
• Possess a strong interest in the Infocomm Media industry
• Matriculate into an approved Infocomm Media-related course (as approved by 

IMDA) offered at any of the five local polytechnics

Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship (Undergraduate)

[*The former National Infocomm Scholarship (NIS), Media Education 
Scholarship (MES) and MES(Film) are now part of the SG:D 
Scholarship (Undergraduate).]

Eligible Institutions:
Local autonomous universities/approved institutions or renowned 
overseas universities

Eligible Course of Study:
Infocomm Media related courses which include:
• Artificial Intelligence
• Cybersecurity
• Data Analytics
• Immersive Media
• Film / TV Studies
• STEM courses (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
• Language courses in Malay, Tamil and Chinese

Value of Award:
• Tuition and other compulsory university fees
• Living allowance
• One-time Pre-studies allowance including settling-in and computer 

allowance
• Support for overseas internship(s) in Infocomm Media-related roles which 

include:
 - Economy class return airfare; and 

- Cost of living allowances
• Support for overseas exposure (e.g. student exchange programme, study 

trips, overseas competition)  
• Funding support for courses and certifications

Bond duration:
Opportunities to serve the bond in an Infocomm Media-related job role in any 
organisation and in any industry, subject to IMDA’s approval.
• Full Local scholarship – 3 years bond
• Fast Track Bachelors-Masters scholarship – 4 years bond
• Full/Mid-term Overseas scholarship – 2 to 5 years bond dependent on the 

duration of sponsorship
• Mid-term Local scholarship – 1 to 3 years bond dependent on the duration 

of sponsorship

Appliant should:
• Be a Singapore citizen
• Have good Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) records
• Have a strong portfolio if applying for a creative or film-related course
• Possess a strong interest for a career in the Infocomm Media industry
• For Full Scholarship - ‘A’ Levels, IP/IB, Polytechnic Diploma or equivalent results
• For Mid-Term Scholarship - current undergraduate in an Infocomm Media-

related degree at a local autonomous university or renowned overseas 
university with minimally one academic year of study remaining from the point 
of award

Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship (Postgraduate)

[*The former National Cybersecurity Postgraduate Scholarship and 
Media Education Scholarship (Postgraduate) is now part of the SG:D 
Scholarship (Postgraduate).]

Eligible Institutions:
Local autonomous universities/approved institutions or renowned 
overseas universities

Eligible Course of Studies:
Infocomm Media related courses which include:
• Artificial Intelligence
• Cybersecurity
• Data Analytics
• Immersive Media
• Film / TV Studies
• STEM courses (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
• Language courses in Malay, Tamil and Chinese

Value of Award:
Full-time Masters or PhD studies:
• Tuition and other compulsory university fees 
• One-time Pre-studies allowance including settling-in and computer allowance
• Living allowance and/or stipend, and relevant allowances (e.g. thesis 

allowance)
• Support for overseas internship(s) in Infocomm Media-related job roles 

which include:
 - Economy class return airfare; and
 - Cost of living allowances
• Support for overseas exposure (student exchange programme, study trip, 

overseas competition)  
• Funding support for courses and certifications for scholars to upgrade 

themselves with industry-relevant skills

Part-time Masters studies:
• Tuition and other compulsory university fees 
• Funding support for courses and certifications for scholars to upgrade 

themselves with industry-relevant skills

Bond Duration:
Opportunities to serve the bond in an Infocomm Media-related job role in any 
organisation and any industry, subject to IMDA’s approval.

For Masters studies:
• Overseas scholarship – 2 to 3 years bond dependent on the duration of 

sponsorship
• Full local scholarship – 2 years bond
• Mid-term local - 1 year
• Part-time local - No Bond

For PhD studies:
• Overseas scholarship – 3 to 5 years bond dependent on the duration of 

sponsorship
• Full or mid-term local scholarship - No bond

Appliant should:
• Be a Singapore citizen
• Possess a strong interest for a career in the Infocomm Media industry
• Have a strong portfolio if applying for a creative or film-related course

For Masters studies, applicants have to be:
• Enrolled full-time or part-time in an Infocomm Media-related Masters 

programme in a local autonomous/approved institutions or renowned overseas 
university; or

• Current postgraduate in an infocomm media-related Masters programme with 
minimally one academic year of study remaining from the point of award 

For PhD studies, applicants have to be:
• Enrolled full-time in an Infocomm Media-related PhD programme in a local 

autonomous/approved insitutions or renowned overseas university; or
• Current postgraduate in an Infocomm Media-related PhD programme with 

minimally one academic year of study remaining from the point of award

Inland Revenue Authority of 
Singapore (IRAS)

IRAS Merit Undergraduate Scholarship

You may pursue any course of study in approved local universities for 
local awards and top overseas universities for the overseas awards. 
The course of study should have  relevance to the different areas of 
work in IRAS.

Bond Duration 
4 years 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Passion to serve and take on a challenging career in tax
• Outstanding GCE ‘A’ Levels, Polytechnic results or equivalent  

(e.g. International Baccalaurate (IB), NUS High School Diploma)
• Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents (PRs) intending to take up 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Outstanding CCA records and leadership qualities  

Those currently serving NS are also eligible to apply 

IRAS Overseas Undergraduate Scholarship

You may pursue any course of study in approved top overseas 
universities for the overseas awards. The course of study should have  
relevance to the different areas of work in IRAS.

Bond Duration 
6 years 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Passion to serve and take on a challenging career in tax
• Outstanding GCE ‘A’ Levels, Polytechnic results or equivalent  

(e.g. International Baccalaurate (IB), NUS High School Diploma)
• Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents (PRs) intending to take up 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Outstanding CCA records and leadership qualities  

Those currently serving NS are also eligible to apply 

IRAS Mid-Term Undergraduate Scholarship

You may pursue any course of study in approved local universities for 
local awards and top overseas universities for the overseas awards. 
The course of study should have  relevance to the different areas of 
work in IRAS.

Bond Duration
Local Awards: 4 years
Overseas awards: 6 years  

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Passion to serve and take on a challenging career in tax
• Outstanding GCE ‘A’ Levels, Polytechnic results or equivalent  

(e.g. International Baccalaurate (IB), NUS High School Diploma)
• Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents (PRs) intending to take up 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Outstanding CCA records and leadership qualities  

Those currently serving NS are also eligible to apply 

Land Transport Authority (LTA) LTA Local/Overseas Undergraduate Scholarship (Full-term & 
Mid-term)

Eligible Course of Study:
• Civil Engineering
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Systems Engineering
• Environmental Engineering
• Computer Engineering
• Accountancy 
• Economics / Geography / Mass Communications
• Science (Computer Science / IT Security & Communications / Data 

Analytics, Materials Science)

Local and Overseas Institutions

Upon graduation, LTA scholars will join the Talent Development Programme 
(TDP). Officers in the TDP will go through a structured career development plan  
which provides them with enhanced opportunities to broaden their exposure 
and build their leadership skills for their long-term career in LTA.

Local Award includes:
• Tuition and Compulsory Fees
• Maintenance Allowance 
• Pre-Studies Allowance (for Full-term only)
• Sponsorship of up to one approved exchange programme/ summer school
• Additional sponsorship of Masters studies (upon approval)

Bond Period 
• Full Term: 4 years
• Mid Term: 1 year for every year sponsored 

Overseas Award includes:
• Tuition and Compulsory Fees
• Maintenance Allowance 
• Return Airfare
• Pre-studies Allowance (for Full-term only)
• Sponsorship of up to one approved exchange programme/ summer school
•  Additional sponsorship of Masters studies (upon approval)
•  Language Support Programme (non-English speaking countries only) 
•  Preparatory programme in country of study (non English speaking countries only) 

Bond Period 
• Full-Term: 6 years 

 5 years (non-English speaking countries only) 
• Mid-Term: 1.5 years for every year sponsored 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents intending to take up a 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Outstanding GCE ‘O’ & ‘A’ Level / NUS High / International Baccalaureate (IB) / 

Diploma Results
• Outstanding University results (for current undergraduates)
• Good CCA track records

LTA Local Study Award (Full-term / Mid-term)

Eligible Course of Study:
• Civil Engineering 
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering

NUS, NTU, SUTD and SIT

Study Award recipients can look forward to developing their engineering 
career to become future engineering experts in LTA.

Local Award includes:
• Tuition and Compulsory Fees
• Study Allowance

Bond Period 
• Full-Term: 4 years
• Mid-Term: 1 year for every year sponsored 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident intending to take up a 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Good GCE ‘O’ Level and ‘A’ Level / Diploma / NUS High / International 

Baccalaureate (IB) results
• Good University results in NUS / NTU (for current undergraduates)
• Good CCA track records
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Ministry of Home Affairs The Singapore Police Force Scholarship

Eligible Course of Study:
• Most disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry and Architecture 

Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar

Renowned overseas or local universities

•  Tuition and other approved fees 
•  Maintenance allowance 
• Pre-studies allowance 
• Return economy class airfare (for those who pursue their studies in 

overseas universities)
• Sponsorship for Masters and exchange programmes (if requirements are 

met)
• Full salary for the duration of study 
• National Service disruption

Bond Duration
• 6-year bond (for universities in English speaking countries) 
• 5-year bond (for universities in Non-English speaking countries)
• 4-year bond (for local universities)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or Permanent Residents who intend to take up Singapore 

Citizenship 
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records and physical fitness (PES A or B)
• GCE ‘A’ Levels (with at least 10 academic units), International Baccalaureate 

(IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent 
• Strong leadership qualities and excel in Officer Cadet School (OCS)
• Keen interest in a career with the SPF 

Singapore Merit Scholarship

Eligible Course of Study:
• Most disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry and Architecture

Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar

Renowned overseas or local universities

• Tuition and other approved fees 
• Maintenance allowance 
• Pre-studies allowance 
• Return economy class airfare (for those who pursue their studies in 

overseas universities)
• Sponsorship for Masters and exchange programmes (if requirements are 

met)
• Full salary for the duration of study 
• National Service disruption

Bond Duration
• 6-year bond (for universities in English speaking countries) 
• 5-year bond (for universities in Non-English speaking countries)
• 4-year bond (for local universities)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship 
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records and physical fitness (PES A or B)
• GCE ‘A’ Levels (with at least 10 academic units), International Baccalaureate 

(IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent 
• Strong leadership qualities and excel in Officer Cadet School (OCS)
• Keen interest in a career with the Home Affairs Uniformed Services: CNB, SCDF, 

SPF or SPS

MHA Merit Scholarship (Civilian Scholarship)

Eligible Course of Study:
• Most disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry and Architecture 

Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar

Renowned overseas or local universities

• Tuition and other approved fees 
• Maintenance allowance 
• Pre-studies allowance 
• Return economy class airfare (for those who pursue their studies in 

overseas universities)
• Sponsorship for Masters and exchange programmes (if requirements are 

met)

Bond Duration
• 6-year bond (for universities in English speaking countries) 
• 5-year bond (for universities in Non-English speaking countries)
• 4-year bond (for local universities)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship 
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records 
• GCE ‘A’ Levels (with at least 10 academic units), International Baccalaureate 

(IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit*) or equivalent 
• Strong leadership qualities
• Perform well in National Service (for male applicants)
• Keen interest in a civilian career with the Home Team

Singapore Government Scholarship

Eligible Course of Study:
• Most disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry and Architecture

Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar

Renowned overseas or local universities

• Tuition and other approved fees 
• Maintenance allowance 
• Pre-studies allowance  
• Return economy class airfare (for those who pursue their studies in 

overseas universities)
• Sponsorship for Masters and exchange programmes (if requirements are 

met)

Bond Duration
• 6-year bond (for universities in English speaking countries) 
• 5-year bond (for universities in Non-English speaking countries)
• 4-year bond (for local universities)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship 
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records and physical fitness (PES A or B)
• GCE ‘A’ Levels (with at least 10 academic units), International Baccalaureate 

(IB), Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent 
• Good performance in National Service
• Keen interest in a career with the Home Affairs Uniformed Services (HUS) or 

Home Affairs Services (HAS): CNB, ICA, SCDF, SPF or SPS

Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) The SAF Scholarship

Eligible Course of Study:
Most disciplines* with the exception of professional courses such as 
Architecture, Medicine, Dentistry, etc. 

Course Categories:
• Arts / Social Sciences
• Economics
• Engineering
• International Relations
• Law*
• Mathematics
• Philosophy, Politics and Economics
• Political Science
• Psychology
• Science / Natural Sciences

*  Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar while serving in the SAF.

Overseas Studies
• Full salary for the duration of studies (including bonuses)
• Full tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Overseas maintenance and other allowances e.g. books, computer 

allowance
•  Return economy airfare
•  One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Local Studies
• Full salary for the duration of studies (including bonuses)
• Full tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Maintenance and other allowances e.g. books, computer allowance
• Hostel fees, if any (based on twin-sharing rates)
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 5 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Bond Length: 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or permanent residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship.
• Good GCE ‘A’ Levels or International Baccalaureate (IB) results, Polytechnic 

Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent  
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records
• Strong leadership qualities
• Excel in Officer Cadet School (OCS)
• Possess strong interest in a military career

PSC Scholarship (Engineering) - Defence and Security

Course Categories:
Engineering / Science courses such as 
• Aeronautical Engineering
• Architecture
• Chemistry
• Civil Engineering
• Cognitive Science
• Computer Science / Engineering
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Engineering Science
• Marine Engineering
• Materials Science / Engineering
• Mathematics
• Mechanical Engineering
• Naval Architecture
• Physics

The list is not exhaustive.

Overseas Studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Overseas maintenance and other allowances e.g. books, computer 

allowance
• Return economy airfare
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Local Studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Local maintenance Allowance
• Book allowance
• Computer allowance
• Hostel fees, if any (based on twin-sharing rates)
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 5 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Bond Length
English Speaking Countries: 6 years
Non-English Speaking Countries: 5 years
Singapore: 4 years (with/without Master’s; Double Degrees)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or permanent residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship.
• Good GCE ‘A’ Levels or International Baccalaureate (IB) results, Polytechnic 

Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent  
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records

SAF Merit Scholarship

Eligible Course of Study:
Most disciplines* with the exception of professional courses such as 
Architecture, Medicine, Dentistry, etc. 

Course Categories:
• Arts / Social Sciences
• Economics
• Engineering
• International Relations
• Law*
• Mathematics
• Philosophy, Politics and Economics
• Political Science
• Psychology
• Science / Natural Sciences

* Applicants intending to pursue a degree in Law will not be called to 
the Bar while serving in the SAF.

Overseas Studies
• Monthly salary for the duration of studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Return economy airfare
• Book allowance
• Computer allowance
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Local Studies
• Monthly salary for the duration of studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Book Allowance
• Computer Allowance
• Hostel fees, if any (based on twin-sharing rates)
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Bond Length: 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or permanent residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship.
• Good GCE ‘A’ Levels or International Baccalaureate (IB) results, Polytechnic  

Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent  
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records
• Strong leadership qualities
• Excel in Officer Cadet School (OCS)
• Possess strong interest in a military career

SAF Engineering Scholarship

Course Categories:

Engineering / Science course such as
• Aerospace Engineering
• Chemical Engineering
• Electrical & Electronic Engineering
• Marine Engineering
• Material Science and Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering

The list is not exhaustive.

Overseas Studies
• Monthly salary for the duration of studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Overseas maintenance and other allowances e.g. books, computer allowance
• Return economy airfare
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Local Studies
• Monthly salary for the duration of studies
• Tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Book allowance
• Computer allowance
• Hostel fees, if any (based on twin-sharing rates)
• One-time sponsorship for summer exchange programme
• Sponsorship for up to 4 years of studies, inclusive of Master’s if applicable

Bond Length: 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or permanent residents intending to take up citizenship.
• Good GCE ‘A’ Levels or International Baccalaureate (IB) results, Polytechnic 

Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent  
• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records
• Strong leadership qualities
• Excel in Officer Cadet School (OCS)
• Possess strong interest in a military engineering career

Ministry of National Development 
(MND)

MND EDGE Scholarship

Courses/Disciplines of study:
• Engineering 
• Urban Studies
• Urban Planning & Design
• Environmental Science 
• Real Estate 
• Sociology 
• Economics    
• Geography  
And any other related disciplines

Countries and universities of study approved by MND  
(Local / Overseas)

• Tuition fees and other approved charges 
• Maintenance and other allowances 
• Internship attachment with MND (including return airfare for overseas 

scholars)
• Return airfare (for overseas scholars) 
• Sponsorship of approved student exchange / summer programmes

Bond Duration
For undergraduate study in overseas universities: 6 years 
For undergraduate study in Singapore: 4 years

Applicants must: 
• Be Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents willing to take up 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Have strong leadership qualities and potential 
• Have good academic and Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) records 
• Have GCE A Levels, polytechnic diploma with merit or equivalent qualifications 

e.g. International Baccalaureate or high school diploma 
• Have strong interest in a career with the MND Family and the Public Service
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Maritime and Port Authority of 
Singapore (MPA)

MPA Local/Overseas Undergraduate Scholarship

Most disciplines (except Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Law and 
Architecture). Some examples of courses that are of direct relevance 
to MPA’s work:
• Civil Engineering
• Computer Engineering
• Computer Science
• Data Analytics
• Cyber Security
• Economics
• Information Systems
• International Relations
• Marine Engineering
• Maritime Business
• Naval Architecture
• Political Science
• Any other related courses

• Tuition and other compulsory fees 
• Monthly maintenance allowance 
• Other allowance e.g. pre studies allowance
• Opportunity for sponsorship of approved student exchange/summer school 

programme
• Internship opportunties before and during studies for exposure to the 

culture of and work in MPA as well as gain insights into the maritime 
industry

Bond Duration
• Overseas: 6 years
• Local: 4 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Permanent Residents (PRs)
• Excellent results for GCE ‘A’ Levels, International Baccalaureate (IB) or 

equivalent, or Polytechnic Diploma with Merit
• Good CCA track records 
• Undergraduates with good university results may also apply

MPA Scholarship - Diploma and Overseas Undergraduate Studies  
(Information technology and Cyber Security)

• Data Analytics
• Cyber Security
• Information Systems
• Information Technology

• Tuition and other compulsory fees 
• Monthly maintenance allowance 
• Other allowance e.g. pre studies allowance
• Opportunity for sponsorship of approved student exchange/summer school 

programme
• Internship opportunties during studies for exposure to the culture of and 

work in MPA as well as gain insights into the maritime industry

Bond Duration
• Pro-rated according to years of study

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens or Permanent Residents (PRs)
• 2nd or final year students in local polytechnics with excellent results in 

Information Technology, Cyber Security or related courses. 
• Good CCA track records 

National Heritage Board (NHB) National Heritage Board (NHB) Scholarship

Curatorial Studies, Conservation, Archaelogy, Museums, History  
(e.g. Singapore, Southeast Asia, Asia), Cultural and Heritage 
Management

Full scholarship (capped at $250,000)
Partial scholarship (capped at $120,000)

Bond Duration
3 years (Local or partial overseas scholarship)
6 years (Full overseas scholarship)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
Singapore Citizens, non-NHB employees

National Institute of Education,  
Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU-NIE)

NTU-NIE TEACHING SCHOLARS PROGRAMME

• The NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars Programme (TSP) is one of 
the NTU’s Premier Scholars’ Programme. It is a prestigious 
award for outstanding scholars with a passion and calling to be 
professional leaders in education. TSP aims to produce graduates 
with intellectual rigour, strong leadership, and relevant global 
perspective to make significant contributions to education.

• TSP is a 4-year programme that includes a multi-disciplinary 
curriculum that supplements the core curriculum in the Bachelor 
of Arts (Education) / Bachelors of Science (Education) programme. 
The programme comprises a wide selection of electives, seminars 
by distinguished professors, industry luminaries, as well as 
personal guidance by top faculty members.

• The TSP also offers in-depth content specialization, research 
opportunities, leadership programmes, international practicum 
and semester exchanges that promise to broaden students’ 
perspectives and enable them to be leaders of educational change.

Applicants must apply to the Ministry of Education for a scholarship or award 
to be eligible for this programme. The value is tied to the scholarship/award 
given by MOE

Bond Duration:
Tied to the scholarship or award conditions stipulated by MOE

Appliant should have the following qualities:
Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma awarded 
by a polytechnic in Singapore, NUS High School Diploma, IB Diploma or Year 
12 equivalent qualifications. Excellent co-curricular records. Strong leadership 
qualities and potential. Requirements as stipulated by the MOE scholarship/award.

National Library Board (NLB) NLB Undergraduate Scholarship

Undergraduate studies in fields to advance library development and 
to grow domain expertise: Library Science, Information Science, 
Southeast Asian Studies, South Asian Studies, History, English, 
Chinese, Literature, Geography, Contemporary China, etc. 

Scholars can choose to study locally or at renowned universities 
overseas. 

The NLB Undergraduate Scholarship is a fully-funded programme that covers 
tuition and other compulsory fees, return airfare (for overseas scholarship), 
maintenance and other allowances (where applicable). 

Bond Duration: 
Local universities: 4 years 
Non-English speaking countries (e.g. China) : 5 years 
English-speaking countries (e.g. US, UK and Australia): 6 years 

Students/graduates or equivalent who meet the following:
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident who is willing to take 

up Singapore Citizenship
• Have good academic and Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) records
• Have a GCE ‘A’ Levels, International Baccalaureate, Polytechnic or NUS High 

School diploma
•  Have strong leadership qualities, interpersonal skills and a passion for learning 

and service

National Parks Board NParks Undergraduate Scholarship

Horticulture, Forestry, Botany, Veterinary Science/ Medicine, 
Environmental Science/ Management, Ecology, Geography, Zoology & 
Sociology

We also welcome students who are interested to study History, Social 
Science and Human Geography

Universities:
Singapore - National University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological 
University 
Australia - Australian National University, University of Melbourne, 
University of New South Wales 
USA - University of California, Berkeley, Cornell University 
UK - Imperial College London, University of Glasgow, University of 
Edinburgh

Country of Study: Australia, Canada, UK, USA or Singapore

Value of Award:
• All approved tuition and compulsory fees
• Return economy airfare, maintenance and other allowance eg. Settling-In

Bond Duration:
Overseas studies: 6 years bond
Local studies: 4 years bond

Appliant should have the following qualities:
Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents, with outstanding academic 
achievements, demonstrated leadership capabilities and active participation in  
co-curricular and community/ voluntary activities, to apply for the prestigious 
NParks’ Undergraduate Scholarship

Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU)

Renaissance Engineering Programme Scholarship

Successful awardees should read a full-time undergraduate 
Renaissance Engineering Programme (REP) at NTU

• Full coverage of subsidised tuition fees (after tuition grant).
• Living allowance of S$6,000 per academic year for all years except in year 

3. Allowances for year 3 will be determined by REP Office.
• Book allowance of S$500 per academic year. 
• Accommodation allowance of up to S$2,000 per academic year (applicable 

to scholarship holders who reside in NTU hostels only ).
• Computer allowance of S$1,750 (one-off). 
• Overseas benefits to Year 3 students: 
 - Tuition fees at a partner university.
 - Overseas hostel accommodation at partner university
 - Return airfare

No bond.

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Open to Singapore Citizens and Singapore Permanent Residents.
• Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma awarded 

by a Polytechnic in Singapore, NUS High School Diploma or IB Diploma 
qualifications. 

• Excellent co-curricular records.
• Strong leadership qualities and potential. 

NTU-University Scholars Programme (NTU-USP) Scholarship

Successful awardees should read a full-time undergraduate 
degree programme in NTU and be on the NTU-University Scholars 
Programme (NTU-USP)

• Full coverage of subsidised tuition fees (after tuition grant).
• Living allowance of S$6,500 per academic year.
• Accommodation allowance of up to S$2,000 per academic year (applicable 

to scholarship holders who reside in NTU hostels only).
• Travel Grant of S$5,000 for an overseas study/attachment programme 

(one- off) subject to terms and conditions in the Travel Grant form.
• Computer allowance of S$1,750 (one-off). 
• Travel Grant of S$5,000 for an overseas study/attachment programme 

(once only).
• Overseas benefits in the semester of the NTU-USP Study Abroad or NTU 

Exchange Programme. 

No bond.

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Open to all nationalities.
• Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level, Diploma awarded by 

a polytechnic in Singapore, NUS High School Diploma, IB Diploma or Year 12 
equivalent qualifications.

• Excellent co-curricular records
• Strong leadership qualities and potential

Nanyang Scholarship (CN Yang Scholars Programme)

• Successful awardees should read a full-time undergraduate degree 
programme and be on the CN Yang Scholars Programme

• Full coverage of subsidised tuition fees (after tuition grant).
• Living allowance of S$6,500 per academic year. 
• Accommodation allowance of up to S$2,000 per academic year (applicable 

to scholarship holders who reside in NTU hostels only).
• Computer allowance of S$1,750 (one-off). 
• Travel grant of S$5,000 for an overseas programme (one-off).
• The CN Yang Scholars Programme offers:
 - Guaranteed four years of stay in NTU halls of residence.
 - Guaranteed overseas exchange for one semester.
 - Guaranteed overseas final year research project with coverage for airfare, 

accommodation, meals, insurance and visa fees.
 - Opportunities for research attachment from year one onwards and to 

attend an international conference with subsidy. 

No bond.

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Open to all nationalities. 
• Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma awarded by 

a Polytechnic in Singapore, NUS High School Diploma, IB Diploma or Year 12 
equivalent qualifications. 

• Excellent co-curricular records. 
• Strong leadership qualities and potential

Nanyang Scholarship

• Successful awardees should read a full-time undergraduate degree 
programme in NTU 

• Full coverage of subsidised tuition fees (after tuition grant).
• Living allowance of S$6,500 per academic year. 
• Accommodation allowance of up to S$2,000 per academic year (applicable 

to scholarship holders who reside in NTU hostels only).
• Computer allowance of S$1,750 (one-off). 
• Travel grant of S$5,000 for an overseas programme (one-off).
• Priority for Overseas Programme.

No bond.

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Open to all nationalities. 
• Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma awarded by 

a Polytechnic in Singapore, NUS High School Diploma, IB Diploma or Year 12 
equivalent qualifications. 

• Excellent co-curricular records. 
• Strong leadership qualities and potential.
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National University of Singapore 
(NUS)

NUS Global Merit Scholarship

Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, except 
Dentistry, Medicine, Music and Yale-NUS College

•  Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if Scholar is staying on campus, 

S$3,010 if Scholar is staying in Ridge View Residential College, or S$4,620 
if Scholar is staying in one of the University Town Residential Colleges

•  One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
•  S$7,500 Student Exchange Programme/NUS Overseas Colleges allowance 

per semester for non-Asian countries and Japan, and S$5,000 per 
semester for other Asian countries, for up to a maximum of 2 semesters

•  Eligibility to enrol in the Residential College Programmes (University Town 
College Programme and Ridge View Residential College Programme) or 
University Scholars Programme (USP)

•  Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential 
Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           

•  Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme      
•  Bond-free                 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens
•  Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Levels, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 

qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ NUS High School Diploma)

NUS Merit Scholarship

Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, except 
Yale-NUS College

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme  
• Bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Levels, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 

qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ NUS High School Diploma)

NUS Sports Scholarship

Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, except 
Music and Yale-NUS College

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
•  Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme                      
• Bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential                     
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly in sports
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Levels, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 

qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ NUS High School Diploma)

NUS Performing & Visual Arts Scholarship

Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, except 
Music and Yale-NUS College

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme                                     
• Bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizens                                        
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly in performing and/or visual arts
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Levels, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 

qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ NUS High School Diploma)

National Environment Agency 
(NEA), PUB, Singapore’s National 
Water Agency & Singapore Food 
Agency (SFA)

National Environment and Water (NEW) Scholarship
• Civil Engineering *
• Mechanical Engineering * 
• Electrical Engineering * 
• Environmental Engineering * 
• Chemical Engineering
• Systems Engineering
• Environmental Science
• Physics
• Chemistry**
• Mathematics
• Business Analytics / Statistics 
• Microbiology
• Biostatistics
• Atmospheric Science
• Earth Sciences
• Geophysics
• Epidemiology
• Public Health
• Environmental Ecology
• Behavioural Sciences
• Entomology
• Geospatial Analytics
• Agricultural Sciences**
• Aquaculture**
• Biological Sciences / Life Sciences ** 
• Food Science / Food Technology** 
• Microbiology**
• Toxicology**
Other courses relevant to NEA, PUB, or SFA.
* Preferred discipline for PUB.
** Preferred disipline for SFA

Local
• Maintenance allowance, tuition and compulsory fees, computer and book 

allowance and hostel fees where applicable

Overseas
• Maintenance allowance, tuition and compulsory fees, return airfare, plus 

allowance for computer, books, settling-in and warm clothing where 
applicable

• Sponsorship for approved enrichment/ exchange programmes
• Possibility of pursuing postgraduate degrees

Bond Duration
• Local: 4 years
• Overseas: 6 years
• Overseas in non-english speaking countries: 5 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or permanent residents
• Outstanding results in GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ Levels
• ‘A’ Level, International Baccalaureate, Polytechnic, NUS High Students, 

Undergraduates  may apply
• Noteworthy CCA record

Note: For Permanent Residents, confirmation of award will be based on the 
successful application for Singapore Citizenship

Parkway Pantai Parkway Pantai Scholarships Full Sponsorship of course fees and includes:
• Attractive monthly allowances and
• Book and Uniform allowances

Appliant should have the following qualities:
•. Open to students who are Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents 

pursing studies in:  
- Diploma in Nursing 
- Degree in Nursing 
- Degree in Diagnostic Radiography 
- Degree in Radiation Oncology 
- Degree In Pharmacy 
- Degree in Physiotherapy

• Passionate about Healthcare 
• Strong academic results and CCA achievemnets

Current students already enrolled in the course of studies may also apply.

People’s Association People’s Association Scholarship

Most disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry and Architecture, offered 
at either Overseas or Local Universities

• Full tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Pre-studies allowance
• Return airfare (for overseas universities)
• Medical/Health insurance (where required by the university)
• Sponsorship for approved student exchange programme
• Scholarship of Master’s degree (if requirements are met)

Bond Duration
Local:4 years

Overseas: 
5 years (Non-English-speaking countries)
6 years (English-speaking countries)

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens
• Demonstrate leadership qualities, community involvement and a strong interest 

to serve and make a difference to the community
• GCE ‘A’ Levels, International Baccalaureate, Polytechnic and/or equivalent 

qualifications

Public Service Commission 
Singapore (PSC)

PSC Scholarship (Engineering)

A wide range of engineering courses in various countries. 

* Scan the QR code for the list of engineering disciplines accepted by 
the respective agencies. 
 

Value:
• Covers tuition fees (undergraduate and master’s), maintenance allowances, 

approved airfares etc. 
• Sponsorship for approved academic programmes and their associated 

costs
• Other programmes e.g. Gap Year attachment with PSC’s partner companies

Bond Duration (based on undergraduate country of study):
• Singapore: 4 years 
• Non-English speaking countries: 5 years
• English-speaking countries: 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizens or Permanent Residents who should obtain Singapore 

citizenship before commencement of study
• Strong leadership qualities and interest in a public service career
• Pre-tertiary qualifications such as, GCE ‘A’ levels, International Baccalaureate 

Diploma, NUS High School Diploma, Polytechnic Diploma or other equivalent 
qualifications including those from overseas institutions

• Good co-curricular activities (CCA) record

SBST, SMRT (SGRail) SGRail Industry Local/Overseas Undergraduate Scholarship  
(Full-term & Mid-term)

• Electrical Engineering 
• Mechanical Engineering 
• Sustainable Infrastructure Engineering 
• System Engineering 
• Telematics

Local and Overseas Institutions

Local Award includes:
• Tuition and Compulsory Fees
• Maintenance Allowance 
• Pre-Studies Allowance (for Full-term only)
• Sponsorship of up to one approved exchange programme/ summer school
• Additional sponsorship of Masters studies (upon approval)

Bond Period 
• Full Term: 4 years
• Mid Term: 1 year for every year sponsored 

Overseas Award includes:
• Tuition and Compulsory Fees
• Maintenance Allowance 
• Return Airfare
• Pre-studies Allowance (for Full-term only)
• Sponsorship of up to one approved exchange programme/ summer school
• Additional sponsorship of Masters studies (upon approval)
• Language Support Program (non English speaking countries only) 
• Preparatory programme in country of study (non English speaking countries 

only) 

Bond Period 
• Full-Term: 6 years 

 5 years (non English speaking countries only) 
• Mid-Term: 1.5 years for every year sponsored 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident intending to take up a 

Singapore Citizenship
• Keen passion for the  Singapore rail sector 
• Outstanding GCE ‘O’ & ‘A’ Level / NUS High / International Baccalaureate (IB) / 

Diploma Results
• Outstanding University results (for current undergraduates)
• Good CCA track record

SGRail Industry Local Polytechnic Scholarship 
(Full-term & Mid-term)

• Electrical Systems and Management  
• Electrical and Electronics Engineering 
• Mechanical Engineering 
• Engineering Systems
• Mechatronics 

Local Institutions

Local Award includes:
Tuition and Compulsory Fees 
Annual allowance of $10,800

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident intending to take up a 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Keen passion for the  Singapore rail sector
• Good GCE ‘O’/NITEC/Higher NITEC and CCA track record
• Good diploma results (for current students) 
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SBST, SMRT (SGRail) SGRail Industry Local ITE Scholarship (Full-term & Mid-term)

• Electrical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electrical Technology (Power & Control)
• Mechanical Technology

Local Institutions

Local Award includes:
Tuition and Compulsory Fees 
Annual allowance of $6,600

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent Resident intending to take up a 

Singapore Citizenship 
• Keen passion for the  Singapore rail sector
• Good GCE ‘O’/’N’ /NITEC/Higher NITEC and CCA trach records 
• Good NITEC/High NITEC results (for current students) 

Singapore Public Healthcare Sector

All Healthcare Scholarships are 
centrally awarded and managed by 
MOH Holdings (MOHH)  on behalf 
of the Singapore Public Healthcare 
Sector.

Healthcare Merit Award

• Diagnostic Radiography
• Dietetics
• Medical Social Work
• Nursing
• Occupational Therapy
• Orthoptics
• Pharmacy
• Physiotherapy
• Podiatry
• Prosthetics and Orthotics
• Radiation Therapy
• Respiratory Therapy
• Speech Therapy

Overseas: 
• Reputable universities in Australia, UK (for selected disciplines) and 

US (for Respiratory Therapy only)

Local:
• National University of Singapore (for Pharmacy, Nursing and 

Medical Social Work) 
• Singapore Institute of Technology (for Diagnostic Radiography, 

Dietetics, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Radiation 
Therapy and Speech Therapy)

• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Clinical placement expense (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent) 

Bond Duration:
• Overseas Studies: 6 years
• Local Studies: 4 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore 

citizenship
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector 
• Good communication skills 
• Achieve outstanding A-Level results (offered at least 10 academic units), 

diploma with merit/distinction or equivalent qualifications (e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)

Healthcare Administration Scholarship

All disciplines such as Business, Accountancy, Economics except for 
Medicine, Dentistry and other healthcare related disciplines.

• Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
• National University of Singapore (NUS)
• Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT)
• Singapore Management University (SMU)
• Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS)
• Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD)
• Overseas Universities (only applicable for SgIS mid-term 

applicants)

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Overseas exchange allowance (if applicable) 

Mid-Term 
• One-time grant as partial coverage for university-related expenses

Bond Duration:
Full-Term
• 3 years bond for studies at SIT
• 4 years bond for studies at NUS/NTU/SMU/SUSS/SUTD

Mid-Term 
• 2 - 3 years bond for local or overseas studies

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector
• Good communication skills

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding A-Level results, diploma with merit/distinction or equivalent 

qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least 

Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent

Community Nursing Scholarship

Nursing

• Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP)
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) 
• Alice Lee Centre for Nursing under National University of Singapore 

(NUS) applicable only for 4 year nursing course
• Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT) 19 month nursing post 

registration studies 
• MOHH approved overseas universities 1 year nursing post 

registration studies 

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental 

programmes (from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Degree Conversion
Same as Community Nursing Scholarship (Full-Term) 
• Salary for nurses undertaking degree studies with more than one year of 

work experience in the community setting

Bond Duration:
Full-Term and Mid-Term
• O-level graduates: 3 years bond (for Diploma NYP/NP) + Local Degree (SIT) 

or MOHH-approved Overseas Degree)
• A-level, Diploma or equivalent qualification graduates: 4 years (for Local 

Degree (NUS))

Degree Conversion
• Third-year Nursing diploma students, recent Diploma in Nursing graduates 

or existing nurses: 3 years bond (for Local Degree (SIT) or MOHH-approved 
Overseas Degree)

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore 
Citizenship

• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership skills
• Strong interest to serve in the community 

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding O-Level results, A-Level results, diploma with merit/

distinction or equivalent qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or 
NUS high school diploma) 

• Applied to take up nursing studies in local educational institutions (NYP, NP or 
NUS)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least a 

diploma with merit/distinction (for current diploma students), or at least Second 
Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent (for current undergraduates)

• Be a current nursing student in a local educaitonal institution (NYP, NP or NUS)

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding academic results, on track to graduate with at least a 

diploma with merit/distinction

Community Care Scholarship

• Physiotherapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Social Work
• Speech Therapy

Overseas:
• Reputable universities in Australia and UK (for selected disciplines)

Local:
• National University of Singapore (for  Social Work) 
• Singapore Institute of Technology (for Occupational Therapy, 

Physiotherapy and Speech Therapy)

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back- payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental 

programmes (from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding diploma with merit/distinction academic results

Bond Duration:
Full-Term and Mid-Term
• Overseas Studies: 6 years
• Local Studies: 4 years

Degree Conversion
• Local and Overseas Studies: 3 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore 

Citizenship
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Strong interest to serve in the community 

Full-Term 
• Achieve outstanding A-level results (offered at least 10 academic units), 

diploma with merit/distinction or equivalent qualifications (e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least 

Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent
• Have completed at least one semester of study in health science disciplines in 

local universities or MOHH-approved overseas universities

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding diploma with merit/distinction academic results

Singapore-Industry Scholarship 
(SgIS)

Singapore-Industry Scholarship (SgIS)

UNIVERSITIES
SgIS Full-Term 
• Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
• National University of Singapore (NUS)
• Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT)
• Singapore Management University (SMU)
• Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS)
• Singapore University of Technology & Design (SUTD)

SgIS Mid-Term Local
• Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
• National University of Singapore (NUS)
• Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT)
• Singapore Management University (SMU)
• Singapore University of Social Sciences(SUSS)
• Singapore University of Technology & Design (SUTD)

SgIS Mid-Term Overseas 
• Reputable universities overseas.

COURSES
Dependent on sponsoring organisations’ requirements. 
Visit www.singaporeindustryscholarship.sg for the list of sponsored 
courses of study.

SgIS Full-Term 
Value of Award
• Full tuition fees and other approved academic charges
• Living allowance
• Hostel allowance
• Overseas exchange allowance 

Bond Duration:
• 3 years with Sponsoring Organisation (for SIT graduates)
• 4 years with Sponsoring Organisation (for NTU, NUS, SMU, SUSS and SUTD)

SgIS Mid-Term Local
Value of Award & Bond
One-time grant as partial coverage for university related expenses.
• Applicants with at least 1 academic year remaining in university at time of 

application - SGD 30,000
• Applicants with 1 to 2 academic years remaining in university at time of 

application -  SGD 50,000 

SgIS Mid-Term Overseas
Value of Award & Bond
One-time grant as partial coverage for university-related expenses.
• Applicants with more than 2 academic years remaining in university at time 

of application - SGD 60,000 
• Applicants with 1 to 2 academic years remaining in university at time of 

application -  SGD 40,000 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
SgIS Full-Term
• Singapore Citizens
• Good GCE ‘A’ Level results, International Baccalaureate Diploma or Polytechnic 

Diploma
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Passion to contribute to strategic sectors in Singapore. 
• Seeking admission or have been accepted for admission to the following 

institutions across all disciplines (excluding Healthcare-related disciplines):
 - Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
 - National University of Singapore (NUS)
 - Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT)
 - Singapore Management University (SMU)
 - Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS)
 - Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD)

Singapore Land Authority (SLA) Singapore Undergraduate Scholarship

All courses of study except Medicine and dentistry in reputable 
universities (local and overseas)

• Tuition & compulsory university fees
• Maintenance allowance
• Overseas Student Exchange programme
• Return airfare (where applicable)

While studying, you will have
• A mentor assigned to you
• Internship opportunities with SLA
• Opportunities to participate in SLA activities, such as D&D
• Email updates on SLA happenings and events

While in service, you will have
• Support from a mentor and buddy system
• A comprehensive learning and development programme
• Opportunities for job rotations, attachments and secondment to other agencies

Bond Duration
Local - 4 years
Overseas - 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizen or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship
• Active participation in Co-Curricular Activities  (CCA)
• Strong leadership qualities
• Interest to pursue a career in the public sector
• Outstanding academic results

Full-Term Local & Overseas Scholarship
• GCE ‘A’ level OR International Baccalaureate OR Polytechnic Diploma

Mid-Term Local & Overseas Scholarship
• Undergraduate in local & overseas universities
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GUIDE TO SCHOLARSHIPS For more information, log on to www.scholarschoice.com.sg

ORGANISATION COURSE/UNIVERSITIES/COUNTRY OF STUDY VALUE OF AWARD AND BOND REQUIREMENTS

Singapore Land Authority (SLA) Singapore GeoSpatial Scholarship

• NUS Bachelor of Arts with a major in Geography & a minor in 
Geographic Information System (GIS) OR 

• SMU Bachelor of Science (Information Systems) with a major in 
Smart-City Management Technology OR

• Other courses of study in local and overseas approved Universities 
with at least a specialisation of a minor in GIS, eg. Undergraduate 
in Computer Science OR Data Science, etc.

• Tuition & compulsory university fees
• Maintenance allowance
• Sponsorship for geospatial industry courses & seminars
• Overseas Student Exchange programme
• Return airfare (where applicable)

While studying, you will have
• A mentor assigned to you
• Internship opportunities with SLA
• Opportunities to participate in SLA activities, such as D&D
• Email updates on SLA happenings and events

While in service, you will
• Build a specialist career in a growing and thriving industry
• Be plugged into the latest geospatial technological arena
• Be evangelists to promote the growth and development of the geospatial 

and geospatial-related technologies in the public sector and geospatial 
industry

• Have opportunities to learn from the expertise in 10 public agencies

Bond Duration
You will work in 2 of the participating public agencies while serving your bond
Local - 4 years
Overseas - 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizen or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship
• Active participation in Co-Curricular Activities (CCA)
• Strong leadership qualities
• Interest to pursue a geomatics career in the public sector
• Outstanding academic results

Full-Term Overseas Scholarship
• GCE ‘A’ level OR International Baccalaureate OR Polytechnic Diploma

Mid-Term Overseas Scholarship
• Undergraduate in reputable overseas universities

Singapore Geomatics Scholarship

Geomatic Engineering related courses, e.g. Geomatics Engineering, 
Geoinformatics, Land Surveying, etc.

• Tuition & compulsory university fees
• Maintenance allowance
• Return airfare
• Summer/ Winter school exchange programme
• Sponsorship for geomatics industry courses & seminars

While studying, you will have
• A mentor assigned to you
• Internship opportunities with SLA
• Opportunities to participate in SLA activities, such as D&D
• Email updates on SLA happenings and events

While in service, you will
• Build a specialist career as a geomatics engineer or registered surveyor
• Gain exposure through local and overseas seminars and programmes in 

land administration, 3D-mapping and geomatics-related technologies
• Promote the growth and development of the geomatics and 3D-related 

technologies 
• Have opportunities to learn from the expertise in 4 public agencies

Bond Duration
You will work in 2 of the participating public agencies while serving your bond
Overseas - 6 years

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Singapore citizen or Permanent Residents intending to take up Singapore 

Citizenship
• Active participation in Co-Curricular Activities (CCA)
• Strong leadership qualities
• Interest to pursue a geomatics career in the public sector
• Outstanding academic results

Full-Term Overseas Scholarship
• GCE ‘A’ level OR International Baccalaureate OR Polytechnic Diploma

Mid-Term Overseas Scholarship
• Undergraduate in reputable overseas universities

Singapore Management University 
(SMU)

Lee Kong Chian Scholars’ Programme

Accountancy, Economics, Information Systems, Law or Social Science 
and Business Management.

Tuition fee waiver (after MOE tuition grant subsidy)
S$16,000 Global Opportunities grant to fund part or combination of the 
following:
• Overseas Student Exchange/ Summer Programme
• Overseas Study Trip organised by the Centre for Scholars’ Development
• Overseas Community Service Project
• Overseas Case Competitions and presentations at Conferences 
• S$5,000 annual living allowance
• S$1,800 one-time computer allowance upon enrolment  
• Participation in development opportunities offered by the Centre for 

Scholars’ Development
• Scholarship is bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Full-time SMU first year undergraduate student of any nationality pursuing 

a double degree programme, with Business Management as one of the two 
degrees

• Outstanding academic results
• Demonstrates leadership and communications skills
• Substantial record of co-curricular activity and/or community service 

involvement

SMU Global Impact Scholarship Award

All programmes

Tuition fees coverage (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• S$5,000 annual living allowance
• S$1,800 one-time computer allowance upon enrolment
• S$14,000 Global Learning Opportunities Worldwide (GLOW) grant to fund 

part or combination of the following: 
- Overseas Student Exchange/Summer Programme 
- Overseas Community Service Project 
- Overseas School Study Missions

 - Overseas Case Competitions and presentations at Conferences
• An optional concurrent or sequential SMU Master’s programme up to 

S$40,000
• Up to S$9,000 for on-campus accommodation at the SMU Prinsep Street
• Residences in first year of studies
• Scholarship is bond-free
• Total scholarship value: S$130,600 (non-Law) and S$135,400 (Law)*

* Based on annual subsidised tuition fees in Academic Year 2018-2019Tuition 
fees coverage (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)

• S$5,000 annual living allowance
• S$1,800 one-time computer allowance upon enrolment
• S$14,000 Global Learning Opportunities Worldwide (GLOW) grant to fund 

part or combination of the following: 
- Overseas Student Exchange/Summer Programme 
- Overseas Community Service Project 
- Overseas School Study Missions 
- Overseas Case Competitions and presentations at Conferences

• An optional concurrent or sequential SMU Master’s programme up to 
S$40,000

• Up to S$9,000 for on-campus accommodation at the SMU Prinsep Street 
Residences in first year of studies

• Scholarship is bond-free
• Total scholarship value: S$130,600 (non-Law) and S$135,400 (Law)*

* Based on annual subsidised tuition fees in Academic Year 2018-2019

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Be Singapore Citizens
• Possess outstanding Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level, local Polytechnic
• Diploma, International Baccalaureate Diploma, NUS High School Diploma or 

equivalent qualifications
• Demonstrate strong leadership capabilities and potential
• Possess excellent record in co-curricular and/or community activities
• Be applying for admission to a full-time undergraduate degree programme at 

SMU

SMU Merit Scholarship Programme

All programmes

Tuition fee waiver (after MOE tuition grant subsidy) 
Growth opportunities allowance of S$12,000 to fund part or combination of 
the following:
• Overseas Student Exchange/Summer Programme
• Overseas Community Service Project
• Overseas School Study Missions
• Overseas Case Competitions and presentations at Conferences
• Participation in development opportunities offered by the Centre for 

Scholars’ Development
• Scholarship is bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Be Singapore Citizens
• Possess outstanding academic results
• Demonstrate strong leadership capabilities and potential
• Possess excellent records in co-curricular and/or community activities
• Be applying for admission to a full-time undergraduate degree programme at 

SMU

Yip Pin Xiu Scholarship

All programmes

Tuition fee waiver (after MOE tuition grant subsidy) 
Growth opportunities allowance of S$12,000 to fund part or combination of 
the following:
• Overseas Student Exchange/Summer Programme
• Overseas Community Service Project
• Overseas School Study Missions
• Overseas Case Competitions and presentations at Conferences
• Participation in development opportunities offered by the Centre for 

Scholars’ Development
• Scholarship is bond-free

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Be Singapore Citizens
• Possess good academic results
• Demonstrate strong leadership capabilities and potential
• Be outstanding athletes who have excelled in sports at the international level 

and with the potential and plans to continue to represent Singapore and achieve 
further glory. These include those who have been awarded a medal at the SEA

• Games and/or are projected (by their respective National Sports Association) to 
have a podium finish, minimally at the SEA Games and/or at the other Major

• Games or equivalent competition 
Have gained admission to a full-time undergraduate degree programme at SMU

The Loke Cheng-Kim Foundation The Loke Cheng-Kim Foundation Scholarships

Invites students who have applied for admission to courses leading to 
first degrees conferred by established local and overseas  universities 
in the 2020/2021 academic year to apply for scholarship awards. 
Looking particularly for applications in the fields of Pure Sciences, 
Natural and Environmental Sciences (including Ecology, Conservation 
Biology and Horticulture) and the Humanities. 

Fees and book allowances, initial clothing allowance, maintenance allowance 
and a pair of return economy class airfare 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Applicants should be Singapore citizens or permanent residents and should not 

be current holders of other scholarship awards or grants. Candidates should  
ideally have a strong record of academic and co-curricular achievements.

• Particular consideration will be given to those who can show a capacity for 
independent thought, together with a deep and genuine commitment to their 
respective chosen fields as demonstrated by their activities and interests  
outside a school environment. 

Urban Redevelopment Authority 
(URA)

URA Scholarship

• Architecture / Urban Design
• Landscape Architecture
• Town / Urban Planning
• Economics
• Mathematics / Statistics
• Geography
• Computer / Data Science  
• Information Systems Management
• Environmental Engineering / Studies
• Sociology
• Political Science
• Civil Engineering
• Real Estate   

Local and overseas universities

• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Maintenance and other allowances
• Support for student exchange programme and return airfare (where 

applicable)

Bond Duration
• Local study bond: 4 years
• Overseas study bond: 6 years 

Appliant should have the following qualities:
• Candidates must have good academic results and CCA records
• Existing undergraduates can apply for our mid-term scholarship
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE III
This special feature is also available @ www.scholarschoice.com.sg
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