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In the SAF, COL
Lau Boon Ping established
a varied career with
opportunities for personal
and professional growth

Colonel (COL) Lau Boon Ping grew up enthralled by war stories of World War II, the Vietnam War and Operation Desert Storm. Along
the way, he also developed a passion for flying.
To the 37-year-old, defence is paramount
for the protection of his fellow countrymen
and the nation’s sovereignty. Growing up, his
parents constantly reminded him that because
of Singapore, his family has a comfortable life
and opportunities for advancement.
After his ‘A’ levels, COL Lau signed on with
the Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) to
be a pilot, embarking on a career that would
allow him to contribute to nation building.
With The SAF Scholarship, he completed
both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering at Cornell University and
Stanford University respectively.

A dynamic career

A man of many hats

LTC Siswi Herlini leads teams in guarding
Singapore’s waters

BRYANT CHAN

A holistic career development

His academic excellence and natural affinity for leadership netted him
the President’s Scholarship and SAF
Scholarship in 2003, which enabled
him to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in
Government at Harvard University.
On his return to the SAF, he served
as a platoon commander in 2 SIR and
a company commander in 3 SIR, before his appointment as a staff officer
in the Joint Manpower Department.
He says: “I am fortunate to have
served in both command and staff

appointments in MINDEF/SAF.
Command roles on the ground are
my favourite, as I get to lead soldiers
and make a difference to their National Service experience.”
Thereafter, SLTC Wong was
posted to MINDEF where he served
as an assistant director in the Defence Policy Office and worked on
enhancing defence relations with
neighbouring countries. He later
assumed the position of a brigade
operations officer.
The SAF has given him many
leadership and development opportunities. As a young officer, he was
sent to the US for military training.
In 2015, he attended the US Army
Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, where he
pursued a Masters of Military Art
and Science.

Making a difference for people

To SLTC Wong, defending Singapore is an important mission. More
significantly, the uniformed career
allowed him to make a difference to
the people around him.
“I thoroughly enjoyed the unique
camaraderie and teamwork found

.

As part of the development opportunities in the
SAF, COL Lau was sent for various courses.
For instance, he attended the Command and
Staff College in the United States in 2011 for
a year, training alongside and pitting himself
against the best US Air Force and other international officers there. He eventually clinched
the Commandant’s Academic Award.
Last year, he was awarded a postgraduate
scholarship by MINDEF to pursue an MBA at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sloan School of Management under the Sloan
Fellows Program. The course allowed him
to broaden his perspectives and upgrade his
management skills, which he applies to his
role in the SAF.
For those considering a military career with
MINDEF/SAF, COL Lau recommends looking beyond the immediate vocational skills or
trade and consider what the SAF is fundamentally about — defence of the nation, people, and
leadership.
He elaborates: “Everyone plays a part in
protecting their homes. As you progress, you
will also be honing your leadership abilities,
leading the men and women of MINDEF/SAF
to fulfil this sacred role, and exercise the art of
command at different levels. Are you ready to
take on this challenge, and inspire people to be
the best they can be to serve in the defence of
Singapore?”

Defending the seas

SLTC Wong Shi Ming’s career in the Singapore Armed Forces
has given him a wealth of opportunities

Throughout his career in the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF), Senior
Lieutenant Colonel (SLTC) Wong Shi
Ming has worn many hats.
Starting out as an infantryman,
the 34-year-old is now the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion
Singapore Infantry Regiment (3 SIR).
His lot in life still surprises him
occasionally. He did not expect to
stay on in the military after his National Service (NS). He started out
in Basic Military Training as a freshfaced recruit, and subsequently entered Officer Cadet School, where
everything changed.

Professional development

in military life, which can’t be
found elsewhere,” says SLTC
Wong. “The military profession
stretches you not just physically,
but also intellectually, emotionally and in the leadership domain
— a variety of challenges that is
not easily found in other jobs.”
Currently the Commanding
Officer of 3 SIR, SLTC Wong’s
first priority is always to create
positive experiences for his soldiers as they serve NS.
“I tell my soldiers that through
challenging times, we learn important life skills, such as resilience, teamwork and fighting
spirit, all of which continue to be
relevant for life after NS.”
His advice for aspiring leaders? “If you are a people-oriented
person, and want a career that
stretches you in different areas,
do consider the SAF. The career
may not be an easy one, but it will
be deeply satisfying as you know
that you are making a tremendous difference to the people
around you.”

BRYANT CHAN

Eleven years ago, Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Siswi Herlini, 33, took a
leap of faith when she decided to
join the Republic of Singapore Navy
(RSN) as a Naval Officer.
The Victoria Junior College student says: “I wanted to do something
different, something that was bigger
than myself.”
A career talk by the Navy led her
to that decision. “I sensed such a
deep family bonding among the
Navy personnel who were there to
engage us. There and then, I knew I
wanted to be part of this Navy family,” she says.
She was awarded the SAF Merit Scholarship in 2003 and went on
to pursue a Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering at the University of
California, Berkeley, and a Master of
Science in Civil and Environmental
Engineering at Stanford University,
graduating in 2007.

Memorable experiences

LTC Herlini has no shortage of
stories to tell, from participating
in exercises with the Army and Air
Force in the seas of Australia, sailing with regional navies, bringing
doctors and medical supplies to
less privileged communities in our
neighbouring countries, to being
deployed to the Gulf of Aden for
counter-piracy operations.
Of these, the experiences she
treasures the most were those
closer to home, while she was at
the frontline of Singapore’s maritime defence as Commanding

Officer of RSS Resilience, a Fearless-class patrol vessel.
“The patrol vessels work tirelessly to defend Singapore’s waters round the clock. You would
have read the news about Pedra
Branca. We are deployed there to
stand our ground and enforce Singapore’s sovereignty. You might
also remember back in 2016 when
militants in Batam plotted a rocket
attack on Marina Bay — thankfully
the plot was foiled,” she says.
She highlights the quiet sacrifices that her crew made during
these periods of high tension.
She adds: “I told my crew that
we would have to sail for more patrol duties as Singapore stepped
up security and heightened vigilance against potential terrorists
who might choose to attack from
the sea
“They were concerned about
being away from families and
loved ones, but I did not have to
do much explaining. The crew was
professional and committed to the
mission that had been entrusted to us. I am very proud to serve
alongside them.”

Transforming the future
of the Navy

Today, LTC Herlini is contributing
to the maritime defence of Singapore in a different capacity. She is
the Head of the RSN Strategy Office, and together with her team,
she is responsible for the transformation effort to ensure the RSN
is future-ready.
She takes pride in her current

role as she is acutely aware of the
importance of keeping the RSN
relevant and ready to deal with future maritime challenges. “Many
Singaporeans, including myself,
have grown up in a time of peace
but we must guard against complacency. The threats that we face
today are real — maritime terrorism, challenges to our sovereignty, threats to our economic lifelines. Living on land, it is easy for
us to forget that Singapore is an
island surrounded by waters — a
maritime nation.”

Contribution beyond self

In particular, she highlights the
daily relevance of the RSN to Singapore. “We obtain most of our
resources through shipping, from
basic needs like food and milk
powder for my three-year old
son, to lifestyle products like the
smartphones that we all cannot
live without.”
We don’t feel it, but the seas
are increasingly becoming more
contested. If we are not strong and
cannot stand up for our rights, our
free access to sea trade routes
risks being cut off. Being defenders of the sea, I feel that the impact of our work goes beyond what
is seen by the public,” she adds.
Joining the Navy is more than
just a career, she says.
“It is a profession; perhaps even
a calling. The journey will not be
easy, but we remain motivated because of the conviction that we are
part of something that is larger
than ourselves.”
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COL Lau was trained as a helicopter pilot
and flew the Super Puma in 126
Squadron, taking part in search
and rescue operations.
He says: “The adrenaline rush
of being activated for rescue duties is real. We knew the importance of our mission and every
life saved reminded us of it.”
COL Lau also worked on sen-

sor and weapon acquisition for fighter jets in
2008. He also had a short stint seconded to
the civil service as the Assistant Director in
the Land Transport Division of the Ministry of
Transport in 2009, where he dealt with land
planning, roads and bus policies.
In 2014, after a tour as Commanding Officer
in 126 Squadron, he helmed the manpower
policy department in the Ministry of Defence
(MINDEF), formulating human resource policies for MINDEF and the SAF.
Last year, COL Lau took over as the Commander of the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
Command in the RSAF. In his current role, he
oversees UAV operations and plays a key role
in shaping the way SAF deploys these systems.
He says: “I have the unique opportunity to
influence the development of UAVs, which is
one of the key areas of development in the defence industry today. They play an important
role in intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.”
COL Lau learnt how big this
impact was when he helped
oversee the work of the team
that planned and prepared
for a potential deployment
to southern Philippines
after Singapore decided to
offer UAV support to them as
part of the larger anti-ISIS effort last year.
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Brought to you by

DSP Wilbur
Sim’s journey
as a scholar
exposed him
to different
disciplines,
which helped
in his career.

Deputy superintendent of police (DSP) Wilbur Sim Yang Lie’s
overseas education prepared him to be a leader
BY ESTHER TEO
SPH CONTENT LAB

PHOTOS:
MOHAMED ISMAIL

tapping on behavioural insights to shape
attitudes towards prevailing crime trends.
The 31-year-old largely credits his
aptitude to successfully handle such a varied
role to his experience as an SPF scholar.

Prepping for the job

On the Singapore Government Scholarship
(SGS) (Police), DSP Sim graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in Electrical and
Electronics Engineering with first class
honours from Imperial College London and
subsequently pursued a master’s degree in
Criminology at the University of Cambridge.
While the two disciplines appear
unrelated, he sees them as a complementary
fit for his career.
“The rigour of my undergraduate
curriculum honed my analytical and critical
thinking skills, enabling me to be able to
quickly troubleshoot problems and fine
tune processes within and across systems,
ultimately ensuring efficient product and
service delivery,” he says.
Furthermore, his postgraduate degree
schooled him in basic criminological theories,

which deepened his understanding of various
aspects of crime, including the psychological
profiling of criminals, the sociology of
punishment and the rehabilitation of offenders.
Studying overseas was a novel experience
as it was the first time that he was away from
his family for an extended period of time.
Fortunately, SPF provided opportunities for him
to link up with seniors studying overseas who
provided advice and guidance on settling in.
As part of the scholarship programme, he
was attached to various police units during
annual summer vacations, which gave him
first-hand experience of police work. He was
also able to propose areas of improvement
based on policing best practices that he had
observed while living in Europe.
He was also on the executive committee
of the Imperial College Singapore Society,
helping to organise events and activities
that brought Singaporeans studying in the
university together.

Growth opportunities

In the future, DSP Sim hopes to take on more
senior command positions within the SPF.

He also looks forward to opportunities to
be seconded to the Ministry of Home Affairs,
where he will be exposed to other areas of
policy and operational work concerning the
entire Home Team and not just within the SPF.
“Working on wide-ranging issues will
broaden my perspectives and coupled with
my ground experience, hopefully enable me to
contribute towards the formulation of policies
that will benefit society at large,” he says.
Such wide exposure is critical as SPF
officers do not work in silos and must be
ever-ready to anticipate change even before
it occurs. This is to ensure that they are
always a few steps ahead of adversaries.
DSP Sim says: “This scholarship is not
just a means to an overseas education; it
is a gateway to an enriching lifelong career
that allows me to play a role in safeguarding
Singapore.
“Ensuring the safety and security of
Singaporeans is a noble task which entails
many sacrifices; the uniqueness of this
scholarship lies in the opportunity to
experience different sets of challenges that
present themselves every day.”

The economics
of police work

A

crimebusting
career

Studying in Chicago broadened assistant superintendent of police (ASP) James
Goh Chin Hou’s world view and readied him for his job
Operations officer ASP James Goh got a taste
of the exciting side of policing during an
attachment with the Singapore Police Force
(SPF) in his first year of junior college.
Now 26, he recalls: “It was the stuff of
dramas and Crimewatch. I got a glimpse of
the frontline work that our officers do and
also saw a very different side of Singapore.”
He was inspired by how meaningful the
work was, as well as the strong camaraderie
among officers. So he signed up for the SPF
Overseas Scholarship, now known as the
Singapore Police Force Scholarship (SPFS).

Assistant superintendent of police (ASP)
8&NX\FW^FUZYXZUFYTZLMƻLMY
against crime

An enriching experience

BY EMMA GOH
SPH CONTENT LAB
ASP Aiswarya’s crime enforcement duties include
interviewing witnesses and gathering evidence.

Investigation officer (IO) ASP Aiswarya deals
with cases of violence, sexual violation, death
and criminal breach of trust, among others,
which has shown the 26-year-old the darker
side of life.
In her two years on the job, the 26-yearold Singapore Police Force (SPF) scholar
has engaged in multiple forms of crime
enforcement work. Her daily responsibilities
involve gathering and processing evidence and
ensuring that felons are prosecuted.
Periodically, she performs longer shifts to
attend to cases reported by members of the
public, and interviews witnesses as part of the
investigation process.
In instances when the accused person is at
large, she joins other officers to track him or
her down.
She sees a criminal case through until an
accused is prosecuted in court or otherwise
dealt with.

police dogs are specially trained to help law
enforcement personnel, the Police Coast
Guard, the marine police division of the SPF.
She was free to choose almost any
university course and chose to pursue her
interest in biology and the mechanisms of
living organisms.
The degree’s relevance to her crimebusting profession may not be apparent,
but she says: “My degree has developed my
analytical and critical thinking skills, which
come in useful when analysing evidence or
piecing a puzzle together.”
She adds: “When it comes to interviewing
witnesses or questioning accused persons,
possessing soft skills such as reading body
language is crucial too.”

Multiple opportunities

Critical skills

One of the perks of working in a large
organisation, she says, is that the staff is given
opportunities to work at different departments
and engage with many forms of policing work.
Indeed, there never seems to be a dull
moment for her. ASP Aiswarya is poised for a
new challenge. She is set to be a team leader,
and will be involved in the frontline aspects of
policing.
Her current posting has piqued her interest
in investigation work, and she plans to delve
deeper into the investigation fraternity.
“I see myself becoming an IO at the
Criminal Investigation Department’s Serious
Sexual Crime Branch, a role where I can help
victims of sexual crimes and ensure justice is
served,” she says.

ASP Aiswarya obtained a bachelor’s degree
in life sciences with honours, specialising in
Molecular and Cell Biology at the National
University of Singapore on the SPF Local Merit
Scholarship, which provided tuition fees and
allowances.
The SPF scholarship provides opportunities
for scholars to cultivate expertise through
multiple platforms even before they begin
work in the Police Force.
Such platforms include the Vacation
Attachment Programme that aims to equip
scholars with crucial skill sets by the time they
begin work.
For instance, ASP Aiswarya got to visit
various units such as the K-9 unit, where

.

On the SPFS, which funds tuition fees and
allowance, he pursued a Bachelor of Arts at
the University of Chicago in the United States,
majoring in economics and obtaining a minor
in statistics, graduating in 2015.
“I was very interested in how and why we
make decisions both at an individual and at
a larger collective level. Economics is one
way of looking at that question,” he says.
He also took classes in areas such as
Russian politics, creative writing, history and
ASP
computer science.
James
Goh’s
Initially, he found class participation and
education
discussion daunting. “I was
in economics
not yet used to it.
helps him
I wanted to give
understand
fully considered
and
answers to
analyse
questions, but
complex
I soon
issues.
realised that

the questions did not have straightforward
answers and the discussions helped bring out
a new understanding,” he recalls.
Studies aside, he travelled through the
country, which exposed him to different ways
of life and diversity. In fact, he went on a twoweek solo trip across a part of the US by bus
and train. He also did a summer internship
at a Michelin 3-star restaurant group where
he helped to develop the business case for
an online reservation service. He found it an
enriching experience.
“The company had a start-up sort of
feel, with gym balls for chairs and self-built
standing desks. The dynamic and collaborative
culture allowed me to learn a lot. There are so
many parts of the restaurant that rely on each
other; from the chefs to the reservations team
to the cleaning crew and food purchaser. It’s
such a tight process,” he says.

Transformative work

ASP Goh is always asked about how his
economics degree relates to his job as a
police officer.
He explains: “My education in economics
has given me a solid toolbox to help me
think through issues and understand
them. For example, the concepts of supply
and demand, equilibrium and underlying
incentives are applicable and helpful in
analysing many issues.”
He started work in 2015 doing
investigative work at a Police Land Division
where he located suspects and responded
to cases with his team. Three years into the
job, he is now an operations officer in the
Operations Department of the SPF looking at
frontline policies.
“As I have been involved in various work
streams that affect frontline officers, there is
always something fresh to look at. I spend
time testing new capabilities and equipment,
as well as thinking through the ground
issues that our officers face. We are also
undergoing transformation efforts to
allow us to effectively fight crime and
keep Singapore safe,” he says.
He finds that his scholarship is a
door to a meaningful career. “This really
is more than just a job. The variety
of experiences you get here is quite
remarkable, and you go through them
with great people by your side,” he says.
ESTHER TEO
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No two days on the job are the same, and
DSP Wilbur Sim finds this exciting.
Facing multifaceted challenges and
interacting with people from all walks of life
each day keeps the commanding officer of
the Toa Payoh Neighbourhood Police Centre
(NPC), Tanglin Division, on his toes.
DSP Sim leads a team of close to 130
officers who work to keep the residents of Toa
Payoh and Potong Pasir safe. His job entails
formulating strategies to tackle prevailing
crime trends in the area and working closely
with government agencies, grassroots leaders
and voluntary welfare organisations to deal
with cross-cutting issues.
Some of his main projects now include
a divisional leadership development
programme for promising officers and
improving the NPC’s work processes and
workplace environment. Together with his
Community Policing Unit (CPU) officers, he is
also enhancing the NPC’s crime prevention
outreach via social media, which involves
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Excelling
in a varied role
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MICHELLE CHIN

A

Crucial assistance

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

A step in the right

direction

As prosthetics and orthotics is a specialised course that is not offered in
Singapore, Ms Ng had to head overseas
to further her studies.
On a TTSH Health Science Scholarship Award — now known as
the Healthcare Merit Award — she
commenced a three-year Bachelor of
Science in Prosthetics and Orthotics
at the University of Salford in the
United Kingdom in 2012.
Ms Ng says the scholarship was
instrumental in allowing her to head
overseas.
The financial support that it provided
included tuition fees, one return economy airfare, a monthly allowance and
approved expenses.
It enabled her to focus fully on her
studies, instead of having to worry
about her finances.
All Healthcare Scholarships are centrally awarded and managed by MOH
Holdings (MOHH) on behalf of Singapore’s public healthcare sector.

Career satisfaction

On a typical day, Ms Ng meets patients
for scheduled appointments at TTSH’s
outpatient clinic.
If a patient requires prosthetics or

.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
PROSTHETICS AND
ORTHOTICS

Prosthetics refers to the provision
of artificial limbs to replace missing
ones, while in orthotics, external
devices are given to support, correct
or accommodate dysfunctional
limbs.

Time 5:24:10 PM Date 12/07/2018

Prosthetist/
orthotist
Vanessa Ng’s
scholarship
enabled
her to forge
her dream
career

Having accompanied
the patient on his
road to recovery,
I saw how my work
helped him to regain
some everyday
normalcy.

ST14-REX-006-

conversation at a scholarship
fair during her secondary
school days sparked Ms
Vanessa Ng’s (left) interest in
the prosthetics field.
That was when she met Mr Trevor
Binedell, who is currently the assistant
head of Prosthetics and Orthotics
Service, and principal prosthetist/
orthotist at Tan Tock Seng Hospital
(TTSH).
After answering Ms Ng’s queries
about the profession, Mr Binedell
invited her to attend a three-day job
shadowing stint.
The experience cemented her decision to pursue a career in the field.
The 25-year-old allied health professional now works in the Prosthetics
and Orthotics Service at TTSH.
Prosthetics refers to the provision of
artificial limbs to replace missing ones,
while in orthotics, external devices are
given to support, correct or accommodate dysfunctional limbs.

orthotics devices, she casts and takes
down his body measurements. She will
also fit and review such devices.
Her department works with a team of
technicians that manufactures devices
and fixes technical issues.
She also collaborates with other
healthcare professionals such as physiotherapists.
Ms Ng says being able to help patients
become more mobile and improve their
quality of life is a privilege.
A prosthetist or orthotist needs to
possess patient-centred and hands-on
skills to create the right devices to meet
patients’ needs.
She shares: “The scholarship connected me with my current workplace.
TTSH has a specialised prosthetics
and orthotics clinic,
and workshop.
“It gave me the
assurance
that
I
would be able to become a clinician in an
established centre with
experienced clinicians
and a solid clinical
setup after I completed
my studies.”
A particularly memorable experience for Ms
MS VANESSA NG
Ng was when she witprosthetist/orthotist
TTSH
nessed a patient taking
his first steps using the
first prosthetic limb that she had ever
designed and fitted.
She recalls: “It was such a satisfying
and moving moment when I saw him
walk.
“Having accompanied the patient on
his road to recovery, I saw how my work
helped him to regain some everyday
normalcy.
“It made me forget the challenges
I encountered during the process,
and it continues to motivate me in
my job.”

SATURDAY, JULY 14 , 2018

7 |

ST14-REX-007-

Time 4:39:25 PM Date 12/07/2018

.

8 |

SATURDAY, JULY 14 , 2018

SCHOLARSHIPS & TOP UNIVERSITIES FAIR 2018

SPECIAL | SPH CONTENT LAB

E

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

Led by

purpose

Motivated by stress

While
researching
Singapore’s
public healthcare sector, Ms Chiu
came across the Singapore-Industry
Scholarship (SgIS).
She found that MOH Holdings and
other public healthcare clusters were
among the participating sponsoring
organisations looking for aspiring
healthcare-administrator scholars.
The mid-term scholarship offered
Ms Chiu a one-time grant that paid
off most of her tuition fees and
reduced the financial load on her
family. It would also guarantee her a
job upon graduation.

As a scholar, she had to meet high
academic expectations, and the stress
made her feel “frayed around the
edges” at times.
“But I chose to use my stress as a
motivating force to put in consistent
effort in my studies to avoid burnout
during the exam period,” she says.
“In university, we are
often swamped with
multiple projects, assignments and exam deadlines. It can be difficult
to maintain a work-life
balance, so it is important to practise good
time management.”
Ms Chiu, 24, graduated from NTU last year.
She is now a healthcare
scholarships and talent
executive at MOH Holdings’ Human Resources
and Talent Development
Division, where she helps
to attract and retain
talent.

As a scholarship officer,
she is involved in policyplanning work, project
budgeting and building
cross-functional teams.

Through the SgIS, I
was given new and
challenging projects
to work on to stretch
my bandwidth,
accelerate my
learning, and develop
my core, professional
and leadership
competencies and
skills.
MS ANGELA CHIU
healthcare scholarships
and talent executive
MOH Holdings

“Through the SgIS, I was given new
and challenging projects to work on
to stretch my bandwidth, accelerate
my learning, and develop my core,
professional and leadership competencies and skills,” says Ms Chiu.
“More importantly, the scholarship
has given me the opportunity to kickstart my career as an administrator
working in the strategic area of Singapore’s healthcare sector.”

REACH YOUR POTENTIAL.

MAKE YOUR MARK.
BE AN LTA SCHOLAR.
At LTA, we aim to discover young talents with
exceptional leadership potential to groom them
for future management or specialist roles.
Which is why, our scholarships include
comprehensive programmes and training
opportunities designed to bring out your fullest
potential. As an LTA scholar, you can look
forward to being a part of large-scale projects
such as the Thomson-East Coast Line and
Cross-Island Line among others.

“I decided to take up an LTA scholarship
because it offered me the prospect of
applying my technical knowledge and

Find out more about how you can embark on a
scholarship that will leave a legacy for generations
to come at www.lta.gov.sg/scholarships or
http://student.brightsparks.com.sg/profile/lta/

skills to make a tangible, positive
“There are always different
scenarios to handle and that’s where
the excitement is. My work takes me to

impact on society, especially since public
transportation is such a large part of
people’s everyday lives.”

train depots all over Singapore to do the
testing and commissioning of Rolling
Stock vehicles where I often have to
exercise my technical judgment and
make informed decisions on site.”

Zulfadli Bin Abdul Latiff,

Executive Project Engineer,
Rolling Stock Projects
LTA Undergraduate Scholarship
Nanyang Technological University
(Mechanical Engineering)

.

Luo Siyun,

Senior Engineer, Rail Design Development
LTA Undergraduate Scholarship
Carnegie Mellon University
(Civil & Environmental Engineering)

Time 5:24:21 PM Date 12/07/2018

Looking for
a meaningful
career, Ms
Angela Chiu
signed up
for the SgIS
Scholarship

VEN before she entered
university, Ms Angela Chiu
Qi Yun (left) knew what she
wanted — a career with purpose and meaning.
This was why she decided to study
chemistry and biological chemistry
at Nanyang Technological University
(NTU).
She loved that the curriculum
placed emphasis on problem-solving, analytical skills and team-based
learning. The degree would also
equip her with valuable soft skills
that are transferrable in any industry.
After graduating, instead of working as a research and development
chemist in the private pharmaceutical industry, Ms Chiu wanted to work
in the public healthcare sector.
She hoped to use her knowledge to
contribute to the healthcare sector.
She also looked forward to interacting
with a wider pool of Singaporeans.
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Healthcare
Merit Award
scholar Joanne
Lim wants
to make a
difference in
others’ lives

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG
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Touching
lives one at a time

I hope to
contribute to the
development of
social services
in my own way
and to improve
the social
functioning of
the people
I meet, one life
at a time.
MS JOANNE LIM
medical social worker
Tan Tock Seng Hospital

JOSHUA WONG

I
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NSPIRED by a farmer
she met in Thailand
when she was in university, medical social
worker Joanne Lim (above
right) aims to live with passion and compassion.
Ms Lim has wanted a job
helping people since she
was in Secondary Two, after
watching a local Chinese
drama that depicted the
lives of healthcare personnel and social workers.
She was so committed to
this ideal that she pursued
a degree in Social Work at
the National University of
Singapore (NUS), helped by
a Healthcare Merit Award
(then called the Tan Tock
Seng Hospital Scholarship
for Social Work) from MOH
Holdings (MOHH).
The scholarship was a
boon, as her parents also
had to finance the education of her three siblings. It
covered all her tuition and
other fees, and provided a
monthly stipend, book and
hostel allowances, and a
one-time settling-in allowance.
Recipients of the Award
are bonded to their allocated healthcare clusters —
which was fine by Ms Lim,
who was happy to have a
job waiting for her after
graduating in 2012.
She says: “The scholarship allowed me opportunities beyond funding
my degree. It sponsored
my study trip to Thailand,
deepened my appreciation
for political systems and
their effects on social services, and helped me to see
that individuals can change
their lives and society.”

Active engagement

Ms Lim’s job as a medical
social worker is an active
one. She spends most of her
day in the wards, meeting
patients and their families
and providing them with
emotional and social support. She also attends meetings with team members
to discuss the best ways to
manage patient care.
She says: “I have a desk
but I am hardly deskbound!
My job is fast-paced but
also incredibly fulfilling.”
She is currently helping
the Department of Care
& Counselling, where she
works, to expand their
services offsite, and is also
involved in its Scholar
Engagement Programme,
where she provides guidance
to
undergraduate
scholars of the Healthcare
Merit Award.
The community of scholars provides support to its
members and is a valuable
network for collaboration
on projects and research.
In the future, Ms Lim
hopes to set up an agency
to minister to the needs of
marginalised individuals.
She says: “I hope to contribute to the development
of social services in my own
way and to improve the
social functioning of the
people I meet, one life at a
time.”

.
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A

S SINGAPORE moves
towards becoming a
smart nation, skills
related to smart technologies are in high demand.
To grow leaders in this field,
the Government is introducing
the Smart Nation scholarship
this year.
It will groom scholars who
will be able to combine technical knowledge with experience
of working in the public sector.
With the ethos of public service, they will lead the digital
transformation in the sector.
Offered by the Cyber
Security Agency of Singapore
(CSA), the Government Technology Agency (GovTech) and
the Infocomm Media Development Authority (IMDA), the
scholarship is open to current
and potential courses such as:
• Computer Science;
• Computer Engineering;
• Electrical & Electronic
Engineering;
• Mechanical Engineering;
• Information Technology,
Information Systems;
• Math, Statistics or
Economics;
• Behavioural Science;
• Physics; and
• Other non-ICT degrees
with a major in ICT or
double degrees with one
major being ICT.
Scholars will also have
the flexibility to backdate
the scholarship. This means
that undergraduates who are
currently pursuing relevant
degrees can also apply for
the scholarship and receive
the full benefits, which cover
tuition fees, a living allowance
and a one-time allowance for
essentials such as warm clothing and computers.
Recipients will have to serve
a six-year bond for overseas
programmes and a four-year
bond for local programmes.

Career pathways

Upon graduation, scholars will
be deployed to technologyoriented agencies in the public
sector such as GovTech, CSA
and IMDA.
They can expect to carve out
a career in applied technology
and be granted direct admission to the agencies’ talent
programmes.
In addition, there will be
rotation across technologyrelated career tracks. Scholars
will be exposed to a diverse
range of cybersecurity roles.

Digital future

There will be many opportunities for scholars to put their
knowledge to good use. Under
the new Digital Government
Blueprint
announced
by
Deputy Prime Minister Teo
Chee Hean last month, almost
all government services will go
digital by 2023. To propel this
change, 20,000 public servants
will undergo training in data
science.
Growing this pool of tech
talents will result in digital
solutions that will improve
people’s lives, thus enabling
Singapore to realise its Smart
Nation vision sooner.
.
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The inaugural Smart
Nation scholarship
is open to potential
scholars who seek to
spearhead the digital
transformation

ST14-REX-010-

smart
nation
Leading the
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3 questions

to ask before applying
for a scholarship
Follow this handy guide to make the right
choice amid a maze of options

PHOTO: ISTOCK

BY EMMA GOH

S

Time 4:39:31 PM Date 12/07/2018

CHOLARSHIPS are a
boon for students as
they provide financial
assistance and serve as a
career springboard.
Among the myriad options
available, how do you select a
scholarship that is in line with
your interests and talents?
Make the process easier by
asking yourself these three questions:

1. Are my interests
aligned with that of the
organisation?

Most scholarships cover the cost
of your tertiary education and
provide a salary when you start
work. But in most cases, you
will have to serve a bond with
the organisation that offered the
scholarship.
This means you must work
in the organisation for a fixed
period of time — usually four to
six years.
Ask yourself if your potential
job is aligned to your interests
and values. Can you meet the
physical and emotional demands
of the work you will be doing?
Miss Wong Mun Yee, 19, has
a passion for imparting knowledge. This made applying for the
teaching scholarship with the
Ministry of Education (MOE) a
clear choice.
She says: “As I have passion for
the job, I know that I will do my
best and thrive in my future role
if I get it.”
Another applicant to the same
scholarship, Miss Priscilla Lee
Wen Hui, 19, says that she chose
it as she shares MOE’s vision and
will be able to find purpose in
working for the organisation.

2. Will the scholarship
pave the way to my
preferred career?

Instead of focusing on the perks
of a free university education,
think about your long-term
career development before committing to a scholarship.
For example, 19-year-old
Dana Li Siew En feels that the
attachment
opportunities
offered by the Ministry of Health
Holdings’ nursing scholarship
will enable her to explore different healthcare fields and make it
easier for her to choose her area
of specialisation.
It is also important to be aware
of current job trends. As Singapore moves toward its Smart
Nation vision, there is likely
to be a demand for employees
equipped with skills in infocommunications technology.
If you want to equip yourself
with such skills, consider the
new GovTech scholarship that
has been set up to grow talents in
the field of smart technologies.

3. How can I make
a more informed
decision?

At the Scholarships and Top Universities Fair at Suntec Convention Hall 403 today, consultants
and scholars will be on hand to
answer your queries.
You can also attend various
seminars. If you are eyeing a
career in Singapore Police Force,
don’t miss the 12.50pm talk by
assistant superintendent of
police (ASP) James Goh.
If you are keen on a health
sciences career, read about the
experiences of past scholars to
get a better idea on what you
can expect when working in the
industry.
At this important juncture
of your life, be sure to do your
research before you embark on
your scholarship journey.
.
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Make the right

Head down to the Scholarships and Top Universities Fair to talk to
experts and university staff for tips and insights on studying abroad
VALERIE KOR

S

tudying overseas is a gateway to
opportunities. It allows you to
tap the knowledge of classmates
and faculty members from different backgrounds and learn how to be
independent when you leave home.

Where should you study?

The education system differs across
countries. As it will impact your university life, research the differences before
you make a decision.
For instance, degrees from the United
Kingdom are typically more specialised, while the liberal arts model in the
United States requires undergraduates
to take different subjects before selecting a major.
You can complete a bachelor’s degree
in three years in the UK, while it will
take four years to complete it in the US.

However, even though US degrees take
longer, they give you a broader scope of
learning.
Australian degrees are British-based.
The destination is a popular choice
because it is relatively affordable and
nearer to home. If you want to learn
more about studying in Australia, check
out the talk at the fair by Ms Serene
Yong, director of Overseas Academic
Link (OAL) at 11.40 am today.
Ms Yong says: “Australia is a popular
destination for health sciences majors.
This year, we have brought in Curtin
University, La Trobe University, Flinders
University and University of Newcastle
to the fair – top choices for Ministry of
Health Holdings (MOHH) scholarship
holders who are looking to study subjects like physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, speech pathology and nursing.”
She says some key factors to consider
are recognition of degrees, eligibility of
candidate, duration and the cost. She
also advises candidates to apply early
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GO FURTHER,
COME TO LEEDS

ST14-REX-012-

choice

If you are thinking of applying to
universities and scholarships overseas,
there are resources at hand to help you
make the right choices.
The Scholarships and Top Universities Fair offers seminars conducted
by education consultants and organisations. There, you can get tips on the
application process and learn about
various scholarships.
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Our programs begin straight after high school,
because students are eager to act.
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varies across countries.
For example, when writing a personal essay for university application,
take note that UK and US universities
have different criteria. Typically, UK
universities look for your interest in a
particular subject, whereas US universities want to hear why you want to join
the institution as a whole.
If you are keen to learn how to write
a great college essay for US universities,
attend the talk by Ms Kristin Sullivan
from Collegewise Asia at 3.20pm today.
Ms Nikita Lath, university admissions
advisor at Collegewise Asia, says: “Don’t
write your application essays with the
intent to tell admissions officers what
you think they want to hear. Be genuine
and let your personality shine through.”
For more tips and information, visit
the Scholarships and Top Universities
Fair happening today at Suntec Singapore Convention & Exhibition Centre
Hall 403 from 10am to 6pm.

TOP APPLICATION TIPS

Q Start early to avoid clashing with
important examinations later in
the year;
Q Consider factors such as
recognition of degrees, eligibility,
duration of study and cost; and
Q Research thoroughly the logistics
such as accommodation, visas
and study permits.

Know the application process

University
of Melbourne
draws
international
students
from diverse
backgrounds.
PHOTO: ISTOCK

EDHEC INTERNATIONAL BBA

T

Loan Cong
Valedictorian
EDHEC INTERNATIONAL BBA Alumni,
Major 2017

he EDHEC International BBA lets you enter
the world of business right after your highschool diploma. This four-year program
founded on academic excellence. n°2 in France places great emphasis on professional experience,
with up to 18 months of internships, and international
exposure through academic exchanges in over
35 countries. Combining experience with innovative
learning, the EDHEC International BBA sets you up
to make a quick and effective entry into working life
- 81% of our graduates find a job in under 2-months
- or to continue your studies in one of EDHEC’s
Master of Science.

*

The university application process

BBA.EDHEC.EDU

It isn’t just about
responding to change.
It’s about making
change that matters.
For most people who come to Lombok, it’s the pristine beaches that bring
them there. For a group of Singapore Management University students that
came in the summer of 2016, it was for something far more dire. Once a
bountiful paradise of biodiversity, today, the fishing industry is threatening
entire shark species, and the ecological balance of the island as a whole.
Our scholars were there to helpborganisations that provide local fishermen
with alternative sustainable livelihoods, and in the process, experience an
important world issue first hand by helping reverse the tide of overfishing.
SMU’s scholarship programmes are made to nurture abilities and talents
of remarkable young individuals like these, and to empower them to make
a meaningful impact in the world. We give our scholars the kind of global
exposurebopportunities that enable them to develop a unique world view,
including grants to participate in Overseas Community Service Projects
and student exchange programmes with some of the very best universities
in the world.
The Global Impact Scholarship Award is our new flagship scholarship,
offering strong global exposure with a specially designed scholars’ core
curriculum, as well as participation in our innovative SMU-X. These courses
are designed to encourage scholars from different disciplines to collaborate
and address real world challenges under the mentorship of industry partners.
Scholars also enjoy an exclusive option to complete an SMU Bachelor-Master
programme in as little as four years.
SMU also offers a variety of scholarships aimed at empowering future leaders to make
a lasting positive impact on the global community. They include the Lee Kong Chian
Scholars’ Programme for talented young individuals looking to specialise in Business
Management, the SMU Merit Scholarship Programme for exceptional students looking
for more programme flexibility and overseas exposure, and the Yip Pin Xiu Scholarship,
SMU’s first full sports scholarship.

Rethink the world. Rethink with SMU.
ACCOUNTANCY | BUSINESS | ECONOMICS | INFORMATION SYSTEMS | LAW | SOCIAL SCIENCES

.

SMU.SG/SCHOLARSHIPS2018

Time 5:03:44 PM Date 12/07/2018

to sort out visas and accommodation.
For more information about Australian degrees and scholarships, you may
also approach CMS (Pte) Ltd at the fair.
Its education consultants can provide
information on scholarships available
in Australian universities and assist
eligible candidates to apply for them.
There are also many advantages to
studying in Canada, a bilingual country
where English and French are integral
to its education system.
Ms Caroline Mourand, trade commissioner of the High Commission of
Canada, says: “Similar to Singapore,
Canada prides itself on being a diverse,
tolerant, and open country.
“International students in Canada
also enjoy all of the same freedoms as
Canadians — respect for human rights,
equality, and a stable and peaceful
society. International students who
love nature will also be happy to know
that Canada has wide-open spaces and
is home to more than 40 national parks
and park reserves.”
At the fair, representatives from
Canadian leading universities like University of British Columbia, the University of Toronto, and the University of
Waterloo will be answering questions
and offering tips at the Canadian Pavilion.
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Mr Allan
Loi uses his
engineering
skills to make
Singapore a
safer place

From passion to career

Keeping a close

watch

Mr Loi’s engineering background comes
in handy especially when it comes to
managing complex projects with tight
deadlines.
He says: “Being a trained engineer
has honed my systemic thinking and
problem-solving skills. The ability to
break down a problem and zero in on
issues helps me to identify root causes
and key areas of focus.”
From a young age, he had always
been interested in engineering, as he
loves exploring how things work.
Quite naturally, while doing his
national service, he applied for the
Defence Science and Technology
Agency (DSTA) scholarship in 1995.
The scholarship was his first choice
as he felt that defence and security was
not something to be taken for granted.
“I didn’t just want a scholarship, but
also a career in an organisation where I
felt the work would be meaningful,” he
explains.
To his surprise, he was selected. In
1997, he studied for a degree in mechan-

Crafting complex solutions

Mr Loi spent eight years with DSTA
before moving on to MHA in 2009. He
started off as a senior assistant director
before he was moved up to deputy
director two years later.
In his current role, he identifies and
develops new technologies that can
be deployed to departments under
the MHA, such as the Singapore Police
Force.
For example, he was the project
manager for the Mobile Classroom
(MobiC) project that trialed the use of
augmented and
virtual reality for
training
SPF’s
frontline officers.
He had to work
closely with the
police officers to
develop operational scenarios
to ensure its
accuracy
and
realism.
Apart from that
MR ALLAN LOI
deputy director
project, he also
Science and Technology
oversaw another
Strategy Office
project involving
MHA
Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs).
“The project was challenging, as
UAV technology is moving quickly
and solutions need to keep pace with
potential threats,” he says.
Even now, Mr Loi continues to find
meaning and satisfaction in his work
— knowing that everything he does in
MHA contributes to building a safer and
more secure country.
He adds: “A career should be a place
where you can contribute to society
meaningfully, and not just a place to tick
off promotion milestones.”

The ability to break
down a problem and
zero in on issues
helps me to identify
root causes and key
areas of focus.

Overcoming challenges

Mr Edmund
Lee is driven
by his passion
to do work
that benefits
Singaporeans

PHOTOS: CHONG JUN LIANG

success

On the road to

.

DENISE LIM

M

R EDMUND Lee (above)
was certain that he wanted
to be in public service, so
he decided to apply for
an undergraduate scholarship in the
public sector.
In 2013, he was awarded the Land
Transport Authority (LTA) Scholarship,
which covered four years of his tuition
fees on top of an allowance.
Since he was undecided between
civil and mechanical engineering, he
decided to pursue both and achieved
a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering with additional majors in
Civil Engineering, and Engineering and
Public Policy in the United States at
Carnegie Mellon University.
The scholarship also funded his master’s degree in Electrical and Computer
Engineering, also at Carnegie Mellon.
He graduated last year.

Mr Lee’s academic journey was challenging. Carnegie Mellon has a reputation for having a rigorous curriculum,
and he found himself struggling to
handle the workload for his classes.
“I struggled as the pace picked up
very quickly from the first year, with
almost double the number of units,” he
says.
“It took me some time to learn how
to manage my time well and get enough
sleep.”
According to Mr Lee, 26, the school’s
stringent grading motivated him to
continuously strive for excellence.
“There is no
A- or B+. It’s either
an A or a B. That
truly kept me on
my toes because
it was so easy to
fall on the wrong
side,” he says.
But
it
was
incredibly rewarding as well. The
flexibility of the
US system allowed
him to pursue various engineering
fields and explorMR EDMUND LEE
ing areas beyond
project engineer
traditional techniLand Transport Authority
cal domains.
Today, the project engineer is in the
Rolling Stock Projects team at LTA. As
a part of the sub-division that looks at
the North-South and East-West lines,
his team implements various initiatives
to help enhance rail reliability and
performs technical assessments and
modifications on LTA’s train assets.
He says: “LTA is one of the biggest
statutory boards in the public service
and our work touches the lives of every
Singaporean.
“No one can leave their house and not
see cars, buses, trains or even bicycles.
There is a lot of meaning in what we do
and I truly believe that many of us are
passionate about our jobs.”
He adds: “A career in LTA is exciting
because the systems that we work
on are tremendously complex and
requires a lot of tenacity and rigour to
do a good job.”

A career in LTA is
exciting because
the systems that
we work on are
tremendously
complex and
requires a lot of
tenacity and rigour
to do a good job.

Time 4:39:44 PM Date 12/07/2018

R ALLAN Loi (left) will have
you know there is never a
boring day at the Science
and Technology Strategy
Office of the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
The reason is simple — as the deputy
director of the unit, he has to overcome
a long list of challenges daily at the
MHA.
Says the 42-year-old: “It’s not a deskbound job. Every day, 24/7, we deal with
real operational issues, ranging from
policing, border control, emergency
response, corrections and drug control.”
As the threat of risks such as terrorism
and cybercrime continues to rise, and
as Singapore becomes more prominent
in the global stage, the challenges show
no sign of abating.

ical engineering at Imperial College
London, and subsequently, a master’s
degree in mechanical engineering from
2000 to 2001 at Stanford University.
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Student life

A heart for

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

healthcare

.

It may not
be the most
remunerative
career,
but the
satisfaction
derived is
wonderful.

A good fit

For those keen to follow in her footsteps,
Miss Ho advises them to do adequate
research on the various allied health
careers available, and to sign up for job
shadowing opportunities to get a better
understanding of each profession.
“It would give them a realistic overview of the work, and if they would be a
good fit in the healthcare industry,” she
adds.
Working in healthcare will only be
meaningful if one has a heart and passion to help others, says Miss Ho.
She adds: “It may not be the most
remunerative career, but the satisfaction derived is wonderful.”

Where can you study Radiation
Therapy?

• Degree: SIT offers a four-year direct
honours degree programme
• Diploma: Nanyang Polytechnic’s
School of Health Sciences (SHS)
offers a full-time diploma

Time 4:39:45 PM Date 12/07/2018

Radiation
therapy is much
more than just
pushing buttons
for NCCS’s Miss
Evangeline Ho

Currently a radiation therapist at the
National Cancer Centre Singapore
(NCCS), she pursued a Diploma in
Radiation Therapy at Nanyang Polytechnic from 2012 to 2015, before taking
up a one-year Bachelor of Science
(Honours) degree in Radiation Therapy
at the Singapore Institute of Technology
(SIT)-Trinity College Dublin.
Miss Ho applied for and received the
Healthcare Merit Award (HMA), which
allowed her to give up her part-time
job at a clinic to focus on her studies
at SIT. This covered her tuition fees
and monthly allowances, as well as the
expenses for an overseas immersion
programme. As part of her studies, Miss
Ho went through several clinical placements at different hospitals — including
some in London in the United Kingdom
and Dublin, Ireland.
She says: “Patients whom I had
treated months before were coming
back for treatment due to the progression of their diseases. Despite looking
physically weaker, their fighting spirit
continued to be strong.”
Those hands-on experiences in
London and Dublin were eye-opening
and she also got to observe different
treatment methods. She learnt to consider each patient’s medical care from a
multi-disciplinary approach.
She explains: “For example, patients
with breast cancer are often treated with
radiation therapy and chemotherapy.
“Hence, it is common to hear patients
complaining of numbness in their arms
and legs. I advise them to do simple
exercises and encourage them to continue their visits with the physiotherapist to better manage these symptoms.”

As a radiation therapist, Miss Ho treats
cancer patients with sophisticated
equipment and techniques to accurately deliver the prescribed radiation
dose to the tumours.
She works closely with her colleagues,
including radiation oncologists, nurses
and medical physicists, from treatment
planning to its delivery to ensure that
patients suffer minimal side effects.
Miss Ho believes that her role allows
her to provide moral
support for patients
going through their
treatment journey,
although some of
her relatives assume
that all she does is
push buttons on a
machine at work.
“It is a profession
where you get to
build rapport with
patients because
they continuously
come for treatment
on a daily basis
MS EVANGELINE HO
radiation therapist
up to a month or
National Cancer Centre Singapore
more,” she says.

ST14-REX-015-

FTER her A levels, Miss Evangeline Ho (left) was torn between
several career pathways.
While
the
25-year-old
wanted to study biomedical engineering
to help improve the quality of healthcare
through scientific research, she was also
keen to work more closely with patients.
After much research, she decided to
study radiation therapy, where she felt
both her interests in science and healthcare could work hand-in-hand to deliver
hope to cancer patients.

Hard work
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Stepping up his

game

Making a meaningful
difference

Mr Hu’s interest in healthcare also
led him to serve as a vice-president
of the Singapore Healthcare Society
(Australia Chapter). In this role, he
organised events such as sports

Equipped for
the job

I am enjoying
every minute of
my job. I take every
opportunity to
seek advice and
learn from my
more experienced
colleagues, and I
strive to provide
the best and
most appropriate
treatment for all
my patients.

As part of his course, Mr
Hu participated in several clinical placements
in the University of
South Australia Podiatry
Clinic, and in both rural
and metropolitan hosMR ARNOLD HU
podiatrist
pitals around Adelaide.
JurongHealth Campus
This provided him with
National University Health
the experience and
Services Group
hands-on skills required
for the job.
He began work as a podiatrist in the
JurongHealth Campus of the National
University Health Services Group
after graduating in 2017 and currently
treats patients at Jurong Community
Hospital and Ng Teng Fong General
Hospital.
Says Mr Hu: “I am enjoying every
minute of my job. I take every opportunity to seek advice and learn from
my more experienced colleagues,
and I strive to provide the best and
most appropriate treatment for all
my patients.”

Exploring different subjects

Ajinkya
Chougule’s
liberal arts
education
helps him
make
connections
between
different
fields of
knowledge

Connecting M
the

dots
.

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

R AJINKYA Chougule (above) is truly
a Renaissance man, majoring in
Philosophy, Politics and Economics
(PPE) and minoring in Mathematical,
Computational and Statistical Sciences (MCS).
The 25-year-old recipient of the Yale-NUS
College Global Leaders Scholarship is part of the
second graduating cohort of Yale-NUS College, the
first liberal arts and sciences college in Singapore.
His study of PPE and MCS, as well as his overseas experiences during university, broadened his
perspectives and allowed him to make connections
between seemingly disparate areas of study.
“During my time in university, fields like data
science really began to come into their own,” he
says. “In the future, I hope to be able to find a way
to work across the fields of economics and data
science.”
Mr Chougule received the scholarship, offered
by Yale-NUS, upon his admission to the college. All
incoming students are automatically considered
for it.
The scholarship covered tuition and residential
fees, provided an annual living allowance, a onetime computer allowance and an overseas student
exchange programme fund. The latter funded a
semester study abroad programme that he did at
Yale University in the United States in 2016.
There, he took classes in politics and economics,
and modules such as Distributive Justice Through
an Economic Lens, and Terrorism in Contemporary
Times.

With the financial backing of the scholarship,
Mr Chougule was able to explore his academic
interests and career choices more widely without
having to worry about whether the classes would
be “practical” for the future.
These courses often led him to discover unexpected connections between different subjects.
For instance, in his third year, he took an anthropology class that studied different
methods of information dissemination by the state from ancient
times to the present. At the same
time, he was studying China’s
imperial history in another class.
He was thrilled when he started
forming connections between
them — seeing how insights in
one class could be applied to the
other, and vice versa.
In his final-year PPE capstone
project, Mr Chougule used not
only his economics knowledge
but also his programming skills to
MR AJINKYA CHOUGULE
craft a research paper on public
analyst
housing prices during election
Goldman Sachs
periods. He used statistical programming skills to process his
dataset in order to analyse resale housing transactions in Singapore.

In the future,
I hope to be
able to find
a way to
work across
the fields of
economics and
data science.

Choosing a path

His semester abroad gave him exposure to other
cultures, broadening his perspectives and allowing
him to fit in better at the summer internship he did
that year with Goldman Sachs in Singapore, where
he analysed economic policies.
With such a variety of academic and overseas
experience, Mr Chougule found it difficult to
decide on a career after graduation.
To help him decide, he did multiple internships
in both the public and the private sectors — at the
Civil Service College in 2014, Dow Jones in 2016
and Goldman Sachs in last year.
He was also proactive in building his network,
speaking both to his school’s career counsellors
and people working in various industries to gain
a better idea of which jobs would be suitable for
him.
His efforts paid off. His internship with Goldman
Sachs gave him insight into the investment banking industry and also led to a full-time job offer.
He joined it as a full-time analyst in the sovereign and economic risk group after he graduated
in May this year.

JOSHUA WONG
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Healthcare
Merit Award
scholar
Arnold Hu
helps people
get back on
their feet

TCHOUKBALL injury was
what set him on his current
career path.
Podiatrist Arnold Hu
(left), 25, had his first brush with
how disorders of the foot, ankle and
lower extremities are treated when he
suffered a sports injury in 2012 while
representing Singapore in the Asia
Pacific Tchoukball Championships.
He was intrigued by the complexity of
the work during his treatment.
He was drawn to learn more, and
realised that a podiatrist’s job scope
included such diverse elements as
treating diabetic foot ulcers, performing nail surgery and paediatrics.
His injury and treatment ultimately
led him to study podiatry with a
Healthcare Merit Award from MOH
Holdings, and he currently helps
others with their foot health.
“If you are interested in joining the
healthcare sector, this scholarship will
nurture your passion. It will also help
you to develop not just academically
but holistically, to become a wellrounded healthcare professional in
the future,” he says.
He studied podiatry at the University of South Australia, with the scholarship covering his tuition and other
compulsory fees, as well as a living
stipend, return airfare and a clinical
placement allowance.
He says: “It also allowed me to
meet other like-minded people, and
provided me with opportunities to
participate in programmes to better
myself in this field.”

activities and language classes for
Singaporean students, giving them
opportunities to network with others
across Australia.
As part of his scholarship programme, he also conducted mobile
clinics to provide basic healthcare
services such as health check-ups
to villagers in rural Sri
Lanka during a nine-day
Overseas
Community
Involvement Project in
January 2015.
Together with doctors
and other students from
different
healthcare
disciplines, his team
also taught basic hand
and teeth hygiene to
the children in these
villages.
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R LOW Zheng Hui (left), 28,
always had an academic
interest in understanding the
human body and medical

Hard at work

PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG
PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

Patients

first

School life

Armed with a diploma in diagnostic
radiography from Nanyang Polytechnic,
Mr Low took a Bachelor in Science (Diagnostic Radiography) at the Singapore
Institute of Technology-Trinity College
Dublin (SIT) in 2014.
He applied for and received the Healthcare Merit Award (HMA), a scholarship

It may not be
Words of wisdom the best paying
According
to
Mr profession, but
Low, the HMA helps
the satisfaction that
students adapt to the
healthcare field.
I get from the
For instance, there
are meetings with patients’ smiles and
representatives from words of gratitude
the healthcare industry, allowing students are motivation for
to stay updated on me to continue
developments. Plus,
mentorship
pro- working.
grammes ensure that
MR LOW ZHENG HUI
nobody is left behind.
radiographer
Mr Low adds: “The
NUH
opportunity to interact
with fellow healthcare scholars from other
disciplines also broadens one’s horizon
and allows a better appreciation for the
various roles in the healthcare system.”
For those interested in this career,
he says that it is imperative for them to
have the heart and passion to serve, as a
healthcare job may be thankless at times
and emotionally challenging.
He adds: “It may not be the best paying
profession, but the satisfaction that I get
from the patients’ smiles and words of
gratitude are motivation for me to continue working.”

2018

.
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Radiographer
Low Zheng Hui
believes that
having a good
rapport with
his patients will
help provide
them with the
assistance
they need

Today, Mr Low is a radiographer at the
National University Hospital (NUH).
He specialises in operating theatre
X-ray imaging, with the X-rays acting as
“eyes” for surgeons.
As radiology services are needed in the
hospital around-the-clock, he works on
shifts — either regular office hours, or at
nights.
During regular hours, Mr Low usually
starts his day by attending to outpatients
who require various imaging services. He
also works with his radiology colleagues
to ensure that the scans are good. In
addition, he helps to attend to any clinical
queries.
The night shifts usually require him
to cover portable X-ray duties in the
intensive care units, swards, emergency
operating theatres and X-ray services in
the emergency department.
Mr Low also helps to train new radiographers in the operating theatre, ensuring
that they are competent and able to
handle various procedures.
“I am also trained in the field of nuclear
medicine, a branch of medical imaging
that uses small amounts of radioactive
pharmaceuticals to diagnose and determine the severity of or treat a variety of
diseases from cancers to cardiovascular
diseases.” he says.

ST14-REX-017-

radiation.
Keen to find a field that married his love
for the subjects of biology and physics, a
part-time work stint as a medical records
assistant at a medical clinic proved to be
providential.
There, he met with the head of radiology services, allowing him to gain a
greater insight into what it takes to be a
radiographer and led him to seek out a
career in the field.

offered by the Ministry of Health Holdings
to students with a passion to pursue
careers within the public healthcare
sector.
Besides alleviating the financial stress
on Mr Low’s retired parents, the HMA
also provided benefits such as tuition and
compulsory fees, monthly allowances,
clinical placement allowance (for overseas
studies) and sponsorship for approved
developmental programmes.
His education definitely gave him an
edge at work as the critical thinking skills
he picked up in school allow him to make
decisions that benefit his patients.
During his time at SIT, Mr Low went on
a six-week clinical attachment at St James
Hospital, the largest teaching hospital in
Dublin, Ireland, a stint that required him
to work with the Irish radiographers and
to quickly adapt to the Irish culture.
There was a heavy emphasis on
explaining procedures clearly and building a good rapport with the patients,
before the start of any radiological investigation, something he says may be “easily
overlooked” in a fastpaced environment
like Singapore.
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Powered by L

passion

EMMA GOH

ITHIUM-ION batteries now
power most devices you use,
including electric cars. But they
have their limits.
Says scientist Seh Zhi Wei (above):
“Battery-powered electric cars like
the Tesla Model S cost about US$100,000
(S$136,000) and can travel only 539km
on a single charge, which pales in comparison to petrol-powered cars today.”
The problem prompted him to develop lighter, cheaper and longer-lasting
batteries for sustainable applications.
Dr Seh and his team at the Agency
for Science, Technology and Research’s
(A*Star) Institute of Materials Research
and
Engineering
have
devised
magnesiumand
aluminium-ion
batteries that are not only cheaper,
but also last two to three times longer
than existing lithium-ion batteries.
He hopes to help increase the use
of renewable energy by pairing it with
advanced battery systems that will lead
to a more sustainable future.
Dr Seh’s interest in the field was
sparked when he witnessed the vast
potential of electric vehicles while
studying for a Bachelor of Science in
Materials Science and Engineering
at Cornell University in the United
States on an A*Star National Science
Scholarship (Bachelor Studies to PHD).
The dynamic and interdisciplinary
nature of the subject, combining both
fundamental sciences and applied
engineering, appealed to him.
The scholarship provided full tuition
fees, a monthly allowance, annual return
airfare and research attachment opportunities at A*Star research institutes.

Aligned interests

Dr Seh, who is motivated to use

.

science as a means to solve real-world
problems, chose the A*Star scholarship
as his beliefs aligned with the organisation’s mission to advance science
and technology for economic growth
and improving lives.
He is grateful for the support of
a dedicated team of counsellors and
mentors who kept in touch with him
and guided him.
It showed him that A*Star is an
organisation that possesses a strong
focus on developing and nurturing
talent for its research institutes
and for the wider
research community.
After graduating
from Cornell University in 2010, Dr
Seh pursued a
PhD in Materials
Science
and
Engineering
at
Stanford University, graduating in
2015. He centred
DR SEH ZHI WEI
scientist
his PhD studies
A*Star
on
advanced
battery systems
that power both stationary and electromobile applications.
As his career objective revolves
around “translating basic sciences into
meaningful outcomes”, he benefited
from the opportunity to interact with
some of the brightest minds in the
world during his undergraduate and
PhD studies.
“It is through these interactions that
I learned the importance of constantly
innovating, challenging research norms,
and asking myself how things can be
done better,” he says.

It is through these
interactions that
I learned the
importance of
constantly innovating,
challenging research
norms, and asking
myself how things
can be done better.
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Dr Seh Zhi Wei
researches
and develops
sustainable
battery systems
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SMU Global
Impact
Scholarship
holder
Neel Ketan
Modha leads
a fulfilling
student life

Twice the

challenge
Juggling different interests

VALERIE KOR

W

HEN
choosing
his
degree last year, Mr Neel
Ketan Modha (above)
wanted to kill two birds
with one stone.
The 22-year-old took up a double
degree at Singapore Management
University (SMU), pursuing a Bachelor
of Business Management (BBM) and
a Bachelor of Science (Economics)
in SMU’s Double Degree Programme
(DDP).
The Business Management degree
allows him to choose from various
business majors while the secondary
degree in Economics complements
his primary business degree and
allows him to understand the forces at
work behind global markets.
He also appreciates the flexibility of
the DDP, which allows him to drop his
secondary degree without any penalties should he feel overwhelmed.

Choosing a university

Mr Modha visited the SMU Open
House in 2015 and was impressed
by the SMU undergraduates he
met, who were outgoing and carried
themselves well.
He was also attracted to the university’s curriculum, which placed
an emphasis on class
participation and presentations.
So when he was offered
the SMU Global Impact
Scholarship Award —
which he had applied on
graduating from Raffles
Institution, he was happy
to accept it.
He took up the bondfree scholarship in 2016.
It provides him with
financial support like
tuition fees, an annual
MR NEEL KETAN
living allowance and
MODHA
Global Impact Scholar
a one-time computer
SMU
allowance upon enrolment. He was also given
a $14,000 grant for student exchange
programmes or overseas community
service projects.
Mr Modha says: “This scholarship is truly a great opportunity.
Apart from the monetary benefits,
I get to participare in the Overseas
Community Service Project (OCSP).
Next year, my batch will be heading
to Scandinavia for a business study
mission trip during summer to
explore corporate sustainability
practices.”
Global Impact Scholars have
a specially tailored curriculum
designed around collaborations
with real-world industry partners. In
their studies, students will solve realworld problems with their respective
skill sets.

The IMDA
scholarship was
a great platform
for networking
with seniors and
practitioners in
the information
technology industry.

.

Although he has been at SMU for just
over a year, Mr Modha has already
participated in various activities and
projects.
For instance, he joined the SMU
Sports Union as deputy finance
director, and he has been involved
in organising events such as Sports
Appreciation Night, City Games and
Sports Camp.
“This leadership position made
me more competent in event planning and managing people. I work
with peers from different faculties,
staff and external stakeholders. I
am appreciative of the immense
amount of work that goes on behind
the scenes,” he says.
He also joined the SMU Dragonboat team in August last year.
Although the training regimen is
intense, it has helped him to be more
disciplined.
He says: “When the day gets tough
and I simply cannot look at assignments anymore, training is the best
way to release stress.”
As part of his OCSP, he went to
Jaipur, India, last December. The
project aimed to impart basic
financial knowledge to unemployed
women at a vocational centre. Being
the only Hindi-speaking person
in his team, he became the main
translator.
“Translating the entire time was
mentally and physically tiring but
seeing my peers interact with the
women more easily as the days went
by was well worth it,” he says.
With so many commitments, Mr
Modha adds that it is important to
be disciplined and well-organised,
and establish a good support system
of family and friends.
After his graduation, he hopes to
work as a consultant in the technology sector.
He says: “I believe that the future
of the world depends on the progress
of science and technology. Companies such as Google and SpaceX are
changing the way we integrate the
real world with the digital world and
pushing the boundaries of human
innovation.”
At the same time, he believes
that tech giants have an inherent
responsibility to balance social
and corporate goals. In future, he
hopes to balance innovation and
profitability, so that technologies are
kept affordable and accessible to the
masses.
For his future juniors, he has a
word of advice: “Choose a course
that you will enjoy instead of gunning for money and prestige. Your
university’s ideals and way of life
should align with yours — for me,
I like that at SMU, student life is
vibrant and it stretches my limits.”

Mrs Ong Li
Jiao goes
the extra
mile to bring
healthcare
services to the
community

Caring to go

PHOTOS: CHONG JUN LIANG

further

DENISE LIM

A

TYPICAL work day for Mrs
Ong Li Jiao (above) kicks
off at 8.30am at the Senior
Activity Centre in Bukit

Merah.
There, the community nurse clinician huddles with her team of community nurses, reviews new patient
cases and schedules appointments
for the residents of the neighbourhood.
The 34-year-old is employed by
Singapore General Hospital (SGH),
but her role requires her to work offsite at different centres.

Upgrading herself

Despite having been a nurse for 13
years, Mrs Ong is aware she needs
to consistently review her skills to
be able to meet the challenges of the
healthcare industry — especially the
demands of the “silver tsunami” of
Singapore’s elderly residents as the
population ages rapidly.
With that in mind, she decided
to take up a part-time Bachelor of
Science (Nursing) degree, which she
completed in 2008.
As she needed to attend classes
and do shift work in the ward concurrently, her supervisor allowed
her to adjust her working schedule
according to the timings of her
evening or weekend classes.
Recalls Mrs Ong: “My lecturers
and course mates were very supportive. We motivated one other to
study hard to achieve our goals.
“I also appreciate the support I
received from my family. With their
understanding, I was able to fully
devote my energy and time to the
job I am passionate about.”
She also had to be disciplined
when studying in order to manage
her coursework well.

Rising to the occasion

Now a team and nurse leader in the

Community Nursing posts of the
Bukit Merah zone, Mrs Ong guides
junior nurses, and works closely
with various community partners
to help residents live and age well in
their homes.
She plays a central role in providing care beyond the hospital by
planning and coordinating services
that enable residents to receive care
at home and in the community.
Last
year,
MOH
Holdings
launched the Community Nursing
Scholarship (CNS), which aims to
develop nurse leaders using the
model of a community setting.
Like Mrs Ong, future CNS scholars
will play a pivotal role in providing
care to all — not just in the hospital, but also the community — for
the betterment of every citizen’s
well-being.
Students who
are
interested
in applying for,
or are currently
pursuing, nursing diplomas or
degrees in local
educational
institutions are
eligible for the
scholarship.
The scholarship will cover
tuition fees. A
MRS ONG LI JIAO
monthly maintecommunity nurse
clinician
nance allowance,
Singapore General
one-off pre-studHospital
ies
allowance,
and salary will also be provided.
Mrs Ong is excited about the
prospects of this new scholarship,
and positive about the impact it will
have.
“I believe the CNS will help the
community nurses of the future to
be resourceful, organised and confident in providing healthcare services
to the community. This will enable
the elderly to live and age well in a
familiar environment,” she says.

I believe the CNS will
help the community
nurses of the future
to be resourceful,
organised and
confident in providing
healthcare services to
the community.
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The IMDA
scholarship was
a great platform
for networking
with seniors and
practitioners in
the information
technology
industry.
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R ANTHONY Chow (above),
the 31-year-old chief executive
officer and co-founder of Igloohome, describes going global
as “less of a struggle and more of a joy.”
The start-up company makes smart digital locks and keyboxes. In three short years,
it featured in GQ magazine’s Best Stuff of
2017 article, became an official partner of
Airbnb, and sold its products in over 80
countries.
It has an unusually strong global presence for a young start-up. Whereas most
companies focus on building a strong
domestic market before daring to venture
into the overseas market, Igloohome dived
right in.

Opportunities abroad

Why did Igloohome look to sell to the global
markets from the onset? Mr Chow credits

Global citizen

The company is still on the upswing. Earlier
in April, it raised $4 million in Series A funding, which it plans to use for accelerating
product development.
Mr Chow splits his time between dayto-day operations here and developing the
business overseas.
“I spend about 70 per cent of my time in
different markets meeting clients, partners
and investors,” he says. “I also visit our
teams in China, Korea and the US to ensure
that the team works as one tight unit.”
He hopes to build a large, sustainable
business that can create a positive impact in
the world. The task seems a little less daunting as there are people he can count on.
He says: “I met great and talented people
from around the world who have become
friends whom I can reach out to for help in
my work.”
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Taking on
the
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Igloohome
chief
executive
officer
Anthony
Chow shares
how his
start-up has
established
a presence
in the global
marketplace

a part of the decision to his time studying
overseas on an Infocomm Media Development Authority (IMDA) scholarship.
He completed a bachelor’s degree in
electrical and electronics engineering
from Imperial College London, followed
by a Master in Management Science and
Engineering from Stanford University in
the United States. Mr Chow says that the
experience helped to jumpstart his career.
“The scholarship was a great platform for
networking with seniors and practitioners
in the information technology industry,” he
says.
More
importantly, it allowed
him to travel extensively. He toured
Europe,
visiting
over 20 countries,
and took a road
trip in the US that
crossed nine states.
He learnt about the
people and culture
of the places he
visited, though he
had to make do
with little sleep on
many nights.
MR ANTHONY CHOW
Those
experichief executive officer
ences have helped
Igloohome
him in his strategic
role in setting a course for Igloohome.
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never been a
more exciting
time for
journalists
as technology
elevates news
reporting and
storytelling to
a new level.
With the click
of a mouse or
the touch of a
screen, you
can uncover
the adventure of
a story, amplify
the voice of the
silent and share
the truth
in engaging
ways. Are you
up to the
challenge?

Sign up for the SPH Journalism Scholarship at
http://www.stjobs.sg/sph/jobsearch/search/grp/sch or email scholars@sph.com.sg

.
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Push the frontier with
an A*STAR scholarship
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X-ray sources used in medicine and other industries have remained virtually
unchanged for over a century. Leveraging the unique properties of novel 2D
method to generate intense, continuously tunable X-rays on a microchip scale.
The laser beam-like quality of the X-ray output also allows for more precise

Mr Lim Chuan Poh
Chairman A*STAR

pinpointing of medical and dental X-rays, enabling lower dosages and leading to

ST14-REX-022-

materials, Dr. Wong Liang Jie and a team of collaborators have conceived a

A*STAR looks forward to your
contributions in creating excellent science
and innovative technologies for
the future economy of Singapore.

safer, more efficient and less costly X-ray sources in the future.

Time 4:40:01 PM Date 12/07/2018

CHIP-SCALE SOURCES OF POWERFUL
X-RAYS MAY SOON BECOME A REALITY

Infrared or optical light creates
nanoscale electromagnetic
structures on the surface of
2D materials such as graphene.
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KEY APPLICATIONS
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l electromagnetic
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structures induce wiggling in
electrons sent through them.

Rapid wiggling in modestly
relativistic electrons produces
high quality, hard X-rays.
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