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Read the scholars’ stories online
at www.scholarschoice.com.sg

YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS
Polytechnic • Undergraduate • Postgraduate
The future is digital, and the convergence of infocomm media (ICM) opens up a world of possibilities.
The Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship empowers you to deepen your skills and chart your own
career path in an ICM job role in any organisation.

Apply now:
go.gov.sg/SGDscholarships

.
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Worried about what the future holds as
you enter the next stage of your education
journey amid uncertain times? Talented
students and young professionals share
how they adapt and find success as they
pursue their passions in the new normal.
Turn the page to find out how you can, too.
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SEIZE
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NEW
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Preparing For A Post-Pandemic World
NUS student Julianne Leow hopes her studies in biomedicine and public health
policy will put her in good stead in the fight against widespread diseases

A

A BROAD-BASED
EDUCATION

Life Sciences at NUS. Ms Leow,
who is an NUS Merit Scholarship
recipient, was keen to study these
subjects as she believes they are
crucial in combating dangerous
and infectious diseases, now and
in future.

1.

Disaster
management

Under the National
University of Singapore’s
(NUS) University Town
College Programme, Ms
Julianne Leow took part
in a seminar module titled
Radiation and Society.
Professionals in the field
from Japan and Cambodia
were invited as guest
speakers, all of whom had
played a significant role in
handling the aftermath of the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Accident in 2011. The module
is offered by her residential
college, Tembusu College.

Real-life learning

In her Evolutionary Biology class,
Ms Leow learnt about topics
such as deadly diseases. And
as part of her Minor in Public
Health, she has also gained an
in-depth understanding of how
government policies are shaped
by various stakeholders.
“Such knowledge has benefited
me in understanding both the
current science and local management behind the pandemic in
Singapore... and I hope to build up
my understanding even further,”
she says.
Being in the middle of the
pandemic has also been an invaluable lesson. Ms Leow says: “To be
able to learn and understand the

I aspire to integrate
the fields of biological
science and public
health to prevent and
resolve major health
crises, including both
infectious diseases and
non-communicable
diseases.
Ms Julianne Leow, NUS Merit Scholarship recipient

.

2.

Public
speaking skills

One of Ms Leow’s
public health modules,
Systems and Policies to
Improve Health, entailed
group discussions on
presentation topics, which
allowed her and her
classmates to learn more
effectively together. They
also sharpened their critical
presentation skills such as
public speaking.

3.

Giving back

Ms Julianne Leow says the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has enabled her to learn more about such pandemics
as they unfold and how such public health crises can be prevented and resolved. PHOTO: MAX CHAN

situation as it simultaneously
unfolds helps me to think critically about the possibilities that
lie ahead.”
She hopes to contribute more
in the fight against diseases. “I

aspire to integrate the fields of
biological science and public
health to prevent and resolve
major health crises, including
both infectious diseases and
non-communicable diseases.”

Visit https://nus.edu/
freshmenscholarship for
more information.

As an NUS Merit
Scholarship
recipient, Ms Leow
participated in the Seeds
of Good programme.
Participants plan and execute
real-life community projects
within NUS and beyond.

Time 9:29:13 AM Date 28/01/2021

t 16, most of us are often
unsure of what we intend
to do in the future. But for
Ms Julianne Leow, even at that
tender age, she already knew she
wanted a career in life sciences.
This was thanks to an essay
contest on antibiotic resistance
jointly organised by the National
University of Singapore’s (NUS)
Saw Swee Hock School of Public
Health and Ngee Ann Polytechnic.
“Being unfamiliar with the topic
back then, I had to do plenty of
research on antibiotic resistance
and its biological mechanisms,”
says the now 19-year-old.
She adds: “I came to understand
that the problem of antibiotic
resistance is one that is extremely
complex and extends beyond the
field of biomedicine.”
While the essay contest piqued
her interest, it was the unexpected
Covid-19 pandemic that eventually made her pursue a Minor
in Public Health, to complement
her Bachelor of Science degree in

ST30-REX-002-
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The use of telehealth services in
occupational therapy opens up possibilities
in a pandemic, as Cody Chew finds out

A FRUITFUL
VOLUNTEERING
JOURNEY

1.

National
University
Hospital

BY CHEW HUI LING

M

The heart to volunteer

Ms Chew wants to make a difference to society and often seeks
out volunteering opportunities to

help improve the lives of others.
Her personal and volunteering
experiences also solidified her
decision to pursue a career in the
community care sector.
She recalls a particular incident
involving a girl who has a developmental disability and struggled
with basic tasks such as toileting.
This caused the child to miss out
on important academic activities
and severely impacted her confidence. Ms Chew’s experience
working with the girl motivated
her to study OT in order to help
people of all ages achieve their
goals and integrate meaningfully
into the community.
“I enjoy the idea of being able
to go on journeys with different
clients, and helping them to
regain their ability to do what they
need and love to do. During my
volunteer work, through observations and conversations with
others, I was able to better understand what OT is about and how it
can have a significant impact
on the patient’s confidence and
well-being,” she says.

.

2.
3.

Rainbow
Centre

She worked as a
teacher’s assistant to help
children with special needs.

AWWA

She got to work
with patients
with dementia during her
attachment with the social
service agency.

Crisis turned into opportunity

Ms Chew was awarded the
MOH Holdings’ Community
Care Scholarship to pursue her
degree studies at the University
of Queensland, Australia, and
she credits her scholarship for
providing
opportunities
for
real-world exposure. It gave her
the chance, for example, to do
a clinical attachment at social
service agency AWWA, where she
was able to pick up new skills and

I enjoy the idea of being able to go on journeys
with different clients, and helping them to regain
their ability to do what they need and love to do.
Ms Cody Chew, Community Care Scholarship recipient

Ms Cody Chew had the
first-hand experience of
shadowing an occupational
therapist at the hospital.

To gain more exposure to the
field, Ms Chew took a gap year
before university to volunteer
at the National University Hospital (NUH), where she had the
eye-opening experience of job
shadowing an occupational therapist. Apart from her job shadowing stint, she also volunteered
at the Rainbow Centre during
her gap year where she learnt
to interact with children who
had special needs. These experiences made her realise that OT
can help people at different stages
of life.

Ms Cody Chew is driven by a desire to help people of all ages
integrate meaningfully into the community. PHOTO: MAX CHAN

better understand the social service sector. Upon graduation this
year, Ms Chew will be returning to
Singapore to serve her scholarship
bond with AWWA.
While OT is not usually associated with frontline work, Ms
Chew believes that occupational
therapists play an important role
to the well-being of clients amid
the pandemic. This is because
the pandemic may have affected
the way some patients carry
out their daily routines, and an
occupational therapist can help
by introducing alternative ways of

performing these routines.
If there is one thing the pandemic has taught her, it is learning
how to be more creative with
resources by utilising technology.
For instance, teaching the elderly
to use video call apps so that they
can join virtual tai chi classes, or
conducting telerehab sessions,
instead of in-person consultations.
Granted, the work of an occupational therapist can be tough and
Ms Chew admits that it is easy to
give up if you do not possess the
right drive. For her, she is motivated to persevere in her studies,

knowing that she will be able to
use her skills and knowledge to
help others in future.
“I see the knowledge learnt as
purposeful,” says Ms Chew. “This
makes me excited to keep going,
knowing that there’s a meaning
behind what I am doing.”

Visit https://www.
healthcarescholarships.
sg/scholarships/
undergraduate/communitycare-scholarship for more
information.

Time 9:29:15 AM Date 28/01/2021

s Cody Chew, 22, is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science (Hons)
in Occupational Therapy (OT) at
the University of Queensland, a
course which requires her to go
for onsite fieldwork at hospitals
and schools.
Things were thrown into disarray when the pandemic struck
and she could no longer go for
her fieldwork. Thanks to the
advancements in technology, she
was able to carry out simulations
online instead.
This experience stood her in
good stead when, in her second
semester, she was asked to
conduct telehealth sessions with
children living in rural parts of
Australia. “Looking back, the
online simulation actually helped
me to become aware of many possibilities and that OT can actually
be done remotely,” she says.

ST30-REX-004-

Helping Patients
Work Their Way
Back To Health
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Safeguarding Public
Health In A Covid-19 Era
BY REBECCA RACHEL WONG

T

cially through the two-year
bond with Horsburgh Integrated Services.
He also hopes to contribute new and innovative ideas
for improving Singapore’s
public
cleanliness
and

hygiene — especially with the
Covid-19 threat still lurking.
“I would eventually like to
share these ideas internationally so they can be adopted
and create a positive impact
on our environment,” he says.

Visit https://www.
nea.gov.sg/esitm-nis
for more information.

PHOTO: MAX CHAN

Time 9:29:30 AM Date 28/01/2021

he onslaught of Covid-19
has certainly highlighted
the
importance
of
maintaining high standards in
public cleanliness and hygiene.
Mr Daeng Budi Iskandar
Jumahat understands this well.
Having worked in a company
providing cleaning services, the
17-year-old has become even
more aware of how essential
such jobs are.
“Our experience with Covid19 reiterates the importance
of maintaining good public
hygiene and cleanliness to
prevent the spread of viruses,”
he observes. “While Singapore
has one of the best cleaning
standards, there are many
examples of poor cleaning
standards globally, which in
the worst-case scenario, can
lead to spread of diseases, and
even death.”

Mr Daeng Budi
Iskandar Jumahat
was driven by
his interest in
public cleanliness
and hygiene to
apply for the
NEA-Industry
Scholarship, which
supports young,
passionate
individuals who
care deeply for
the environment.

ST30-REX-005-

With a passion for keeping the environment safe and liveable,
Daeng Budi Iskandar Jumahat is excited about the opportunities
his NEA-Industry Scholarship will offer him

Inspired to contribute

hat she will be able to Given his passion for keeping
kills and knowledge to the environment safe and
rs in future.
liveable, Mr Iskandar decided
he knowledge learnt as to apply for the NEA-Industry
ul,” says Ms Chew. “This Scholarship last year. The
e excited to keep going, scholarship, provided by the
that there’s a meaning National Environment Agency,
hat I am doing.”
supports young talented individuals who are driven and care
deeply for the environment.
Mr Iskandar is currently in
his second year at the Institute
of Technical Education (ITE)
College West, pursuing a Nitec
in Built Environment (Mechanical & Electrical Services). The
scholarship includes funding
for his two-year Nitec course,
internship opportunities and
a two-year bond with Environmental Services (ES) firm
Horsburgh Integrated Services.
“I have always been curious about the work of the
ES industry as well as NEA,”
says Mr Iskandar. “I chose to
undertake this scholarship
with aspirations to work in NEA
in the future. The scholarship
will also offer the opportunity
to learn new skills to boost my
employability.”
As his income from his parttime job suffered due to Covid19, Mr Iskandar is also grateful
that the scholarship came at
such an opportune time. With
many younger siblings in his
family, the scholarship money
would alleviate some of his
family’s financial burdens.
And being very protective of
his loved ones, he wants to do
his best to protect his family’s
health by learning all he can
about maintaining public
cleanliness standards, through
a career in the ES industry.
Future-ready

The NEA-Industry Scholarship
puts Mr Iskandar on track for
a purposeful career in the ES
industry after he graduates.
For his next steps, he hopes
to pursue higher education
by taking a Higher Nitec or
a diploma at a polytechnic
before working in the ES industry thereafter.
Mr Iskandar believes the
scholarship has given him a
headstart in his career, espe-

Our
experience
with Covid-19
reiterates the
importance of
maintaining
good public
hygiene and
cleanliness
to prevent
the spread
of viruses.
Mr Daeng Budi Iskandar Jumahat,
NEA-Industry Scholarship
recipient

.
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Harnessing The
Power Of Data
AN ENRICHING
MASTER’S
PROGRAMME

1.

Intense hard
work

2.

Collaborating
with the
best minds

Mr Leung valued the
opportunities to collaborate
with classmates from different
backgrounds and industries to
tackle data-related business
problems.

3.

Networking
opportunities

The exclusive
networking events organised
by the scholarship team
allowed Mr Leung to connect
with and learn from fellow
professionals in the Infocomm
Media field.

BY MARIANNE TAN

W

hen former healthcare
data analyst Kenneth
Leung completed his
Master of Science in Business
Analytics at the National University of Singapore in September
last year, the Covid-19 pandemic
had disrupted much of normal
life in Singapore and around the
world, and sent the economy into
a tailspin.
In spite of the uncertainties,
Mr Leung, a recipient of the Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship
offered by the Infocomm Media
Development Authority (IMDA),
remains excited about the possibilities afforded by his course
of study. In fact, he is currently
considering a few data scientist
job offers.
He explains: “After I completed my master’s programme,
the scholarship enabled me to
pursue numerous data-related
courses
and
certifications,
including Tableau and AWS certifications. This helps to prepare
scholarship holders like myself to
meet the demands of Infocomm
Media (ICM) roles through the
acquiring of sought-after practical industry skills.”
Once the pandemic eases, he
is looking forward to becoming
more involved in the data scene
in Singapore through physical
networking opportunities with
practitioners across industries.
Making a bold switch

As a fresh graduate in 2013, Mr
Leung had worked as a pharma-

cist, and dabbled in programming in his spare time. When he
found himself enjoying his foray
into data science and programming, he decided to switch paths
to become a healthcare data
analyst, where he used scripting
and business intelligence tools to
analyse clinical and operational
data to generate insights that
could improve patient care in the
institution and community.
In August 2019, he embarked
on his postgraduate studies
under the IMDA SG:D Scholarship (Postgraduate), which
allows scholarship holders to
serve their bond in an ICM-related job role in any organisation.
Mr Leung, who deems himself
as someone passionate about
creating active change through
digital innovations, says switching to the data field is very much
in line with his goal of expanding
his horizons and seeking out new
experiences to learn and grow.
Personal growth

While he mulls over various job
offers, Mr Leung is also focused
on his own personal development as a data practitioner.
“For 2021, I am looking to
improve on the soft skills required
of a data practitioner, which
include aspects like stakeholder
engagement, communication of
insights to business users, and
translation of business problems
into data science solutions.”
“Having made the switch
from drugs to data, I am even

IMDA SG:D Scholarship (Postgraduate) recipient Kenneth Leung dabbled in programming in his spare time
and enjoyed it so much, he decided to switch lines and go into the data field. PHOTO: MAX CHAN

more excited than ever before to
be exposed to a wider range of
macro-level business problems,
especially since the field of artificial intelligence and data science
is evolving so rapidly,” he says.

Visit go.gov.sg/
SGDscholarships for
more information.

Having made the switch from
drugs to data, I am even more
excited than ever before to be
exposed to a wider range of
macro-level business problems.
Former pharmacist Kenneth Leung, IMDA SG:D Scholarship
(Postgraduate) recipient

Dedicated to the study of socio-political, security and economic trends
and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and
economic environment.

TUN DATO SIR CHENG-LOCK TAN
M.A. SCHOLARSHIPS 2021
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute invites M.A. scholarship applications for the following areas of study:

Southeast Asian Studies, Political Science, International
Relations, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, History,
Geography, Archaeology/Archaeological Science, and
other relevant subjects
Terms of Awards:
• The scholarship is tenable at reputable universities overseas or in Singapore
• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Thesis allowance
• Book allowance
• Conference/Fieldwork allowance
• Medical Insurance
• Return air passage (if applicable)
• Successful candidates will serve a one-year bond with ISEAS following the completion
of their studies
Eligibility:
Candidates should:
(a) Be Singapore citizens or permanent residents
(b) Be in possession of a good honours degree (or professional qualifications of
equivalent standing) in a relevant subject
(c) Have a consistently good academic record
(d) Have a deep interest in Southeast Asia and are prepared to take up courses and/or
carry out research on Southeast Asia
Candidates who have already obtained university admission for 2021 and meet the above
requirements are also eligible to apply. Applicants should submit a cover letter, full CV, two
letters of reference, educational certificates and transcripts, a research proposal and a
statement of purpose in pursuing the MA degree, and a passport-sized photograph. Please
send applications to:

Head, Administration
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute
30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace
Singapore 119614
Tel No: 67780955, Fax No: 67756264
Closing Date: 31/03/2021
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified

This scholarship is funded by the Tun Dato Sir Cheng-Lock Tan Trust Fund, Singapore

.

Time 9:29:31 AM Date 28/01/2021

There were intensive
periods with many back-toback project deadlines and
examinations to manage.
These trained Mr Kenneth
Leung to manage his time
and work more efficiently
while forging friendships at
the same time.

ST30-REX-006-

Former healthcare data analyst Kenneth Leung took
the IMDA SG:D Scholarship (Postgraduate) to pursue
a Master of Science in Business Analytics
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Turning His Passion
Into Purpose
ST30-REX-007-

Smart Nation Scholarship recipient Chu Wei Hao believes a career in
technology holds the foundation to building a future-ready Singapore
BY CHEW HUI LING

F

ute to Singapore’s Smart Nation
vision and shape the country’s
future.
“I find joy in creating something of value that can benefit
the lives of people and businesses
around me. It helps me to think
more logically and become more

organised, as those are necessary
skills in this field.”
His advice to aspiring tech
leaders? “Don’t be afraid of getting
stuck mulling over the plethora
of technological areas to choose
from. Build and break things.
Understand how it works and

get better at it. Create things that
interest you because you will
come to enjoy it.”

Visit https://smartnation.
gov.sg/scholarship
for more information.

Mr Chu Wei Hao’s interest in technology started when Singapore first
announced its plans to develop a Smart Nation in 2014. PHOTO: MAX CHAN

Time 9:29:33 AM Date 28/01/2021

or many of us, the Covid19 pandemic has accelerated our dependence on
technology in the way we work,
live and play. And as technology
becomes an integral part of our
lives, even post-pandemic, tech
skills will be in demand more
than ever.
“Learning how to live in a
digital world is important. I
believe a rise in the reliance
on technology has proven the
need for Singapore to be ready
for the future, and marks the
start of the transition towards
a digitally-empowered nation,”
notes Singapore Management
University (SMU) undergraduate Chu Wei Hao, 24.
Mr Chu’s interest in technology started when Singapore
first announced its plans to
develop a Smart Nation in 2014.
At that time, he was keen on
technology, but saw it merely
as a hobby. For example, in his
spare time, he would learn how
to create apps and games by
following YouTube tutorials.
The tourism and resort management diploma holder began
researching potential careers
in the information and communications technology (ICT)
sector, and decided to pursue it
academically after completing
his national service.

New possibilities ahead

Mr Chu found out about the
Smart Nation Scholarship
through the BrightSparks portal
and SMU’s e-mail collaterals.
He also attended SMU’s virtual
open house which included a
sharing session conducted by
the Infocomm Media Development Authority (IMDA), which
provides the scholarship.
“IMDA plays a huge role
in the cyber-security defence
of the telecommunications
network
infrastructure
in
Singapore, and also provides
programmes and initiatives
to upskill Singaporeans to be
digitally ready for the future,”
he says.
Mr Chu was awarded the
scholarship in 2018, and began
his undergraduate studies at
SMU to pursue a Bachelor of
Science (Information Systems).
Currently, he is serving his
internship at IMDA’s Digital Services Lab. He has been involved
in artificial intelligence-related
projects and attended courses
to improve his technical expertise and expand his knowledge.
While his hospitality background has equipped him
with essential business and
people management skills, Mr
Chu feels that an ICT career
path allows him to be part of a
wider community that creates
solutions for others — all while
being at the forefront of exciting
new research opportunities.
“As an IT professional,
I would become more of a
creator than a consumer,” he
explains of his aim to contrib-

NOT JUST
A HOBBY

1.

Independent
learning

Mr Chu Wei Hao
learnt to create simple
games by following tutorials
on YouTube, and even made
his own iOS and Android
mobile apps.

2.

Game on

He participated
in the DSTA TIL
Hackathon 2020 and got
into the semi-finals with
his team.

3.

Discovering AI

During his
internship at
the Infocomm Media
Development Authority,
he worked with artificial
intelligence engineers on
interesting projects such
as face mask detection.

.
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Shaping The
Future Landscape
Of Singapore

Personal Stories
That Bridge The Gap
In a time of social distancing, SPH journalist Choo Yun Ting
is finding new ways to connect with interviewees virtually
BY REBECCA RACHEL WONG

A

BY MARIANNE TAN

L

up in Choa Chu Kang and how
they went about meeting their
daily needs through the various
planned facilities and amenities
in the town.”
Equipped for the job

To undertake such
complex
projects
involving
multiple
stakeholders is no mean feat. Ms
Tan, who holds the HDB Undergraduate Scholarship, under the
Ministry of National Development
(MND) EDGE Scholarship programme, credits her scholarship
programme with equipping her
with the know-how and connections to coordinate and manage
inter-agency requests for the
betterment of the community.
Beyond helping Ms Tan to perform well at work, she adds that
the scholarship programme also

My scholarship
programme
has helped me
to broaden my
perspectives,
and to remain
open and
adaptable to
change.
Ms Tan Hwee Ting, senior architect,
Housing Development Board

.

HDB senior architect Tan
Hwee Ting says the HDB
Undergraduate Scholarship
primed her for the challenges
of the 21st century, such as
dealing with climate change,
urbanisation and conservation.

PHOTO: MAX CHAN

primed her for the challenges of
the 21st century, such as dealing
with climate change, urbanisation and conservation.
“Having a deeper understanding of such challenges has
helped shape our approach to
the way we develop and build
our towns,” she says. “The
modules I took also helped me
to broaden my perspectives,
and to remain open to ideas and
adaptable to change.”
Ms Tan says that she is ready
to face whatever 2021 may
bring. “In the new year, I hope to
keep growing as a professional,
and continue to have an open
mind to explore new ideas,”
she says.

Visit https://www.
hdb.gov.sg/about-us/
scholarships-andinternships/scholarships

s the pandemic world
becomes
more
fragmented and communities
become more isolated, Singapore
Press Holdings (SPH) journalist
Choo Yun Ting believes news
reporting has a critical part to
play in connecting people.
“The sharing of news has
become even more of a conversation starter than before,” says the
25-year-old who covers business
and economy news at The Straits
Times. “People are able to build
relationships and rapport more
easily through this means as
compared with the past, given
that online news is how they stay
updated together in this climate.”
As a storyteller who values
making genuine connections,
interviewing in the Covid-19 era
has not been easy for Ms Choo,
who is a recipient of the SPH
journalism scholarship. Many
face-to-face interviews have now
been replaced by phone calls or
video-conferencing.
“It’s harder to build rapport
with someone virtually, compared with talking in person,
where little things like walking
from the reception to a meeting
room provides opportunities for

small talk,” the 25-year-old says.
With current social distancing
rules, getting access to interviewees’ workspaces or facilities
for her business reports has also
been tough. For example, when
covering topics such as manufacturing processes, it is difficult
to envision and explain how
things work without seeing them
in person, Ms Choo says.
Thinking on her feet

Her solution? Take advantage of
digital means, such as getting
interviewees to send her video
footage of their workplaces,
which helps her understand the
operations better.
All in all, the experience has
taught her to put even more
effort into showing interest in
her interviewees’ lives and being
attuned to their facial expressions
and emotional state when doing
digital interviews. A method that
has worked particularly well for
her is starting the interview by
bonding with interviewees over
how the pandemic has affected
their daily lives, before delving
into more probing questions.
Ms Choo hopes to continue
telling stories that are accessible

I hope the skills we are
constantly building in this
business help us make
information like complicated
policies and technical legalese
easier to understand.
Ms Choo Yun Ting, journalist, The Straits Times, Singapore Press Holdings

Ms Choo Yun Ting wants to
continue telling stories that are
accessible and meaningful for
readers. PHOTO: LIM SIN THAI

and meaningful for readers.
She says: “I hope the skills
we are constantly honing in
this business help us make
information like complicated
policies and technical legalese
easier to understand. This way,
people are able to access the
help they require.”

Visit https://corporate.
sph.com.sg/careersscholarships/scholarshipopportunities for more
information.

Time 9:29:41 AM Date 28/01/2021

ike most working professionals, Ms Tan Hwee Ting
had to adjust to working
from home at the onset of the
pandemic. However, unlike many
others, her challenges as a senior
architect at the Housing Development Board’s Research and Planning Group were compounded
by the demands of her work,
which involved the engagement
of HDB residents.
She is part of the team in charge
of the master planning of new
housing areas and the rejuvenation of existing towns and estates
in Singapore. A key project is the
Remaking Our Heartland (ROH)
programme, where she works
hand in hand with community
stakeholders to co-create new
features in housing estates that
will benefit the community.
With HDB’s fourth ROH initiative for Choa Chua Kang in
the works, she had to find new
methods of working to ensure
that the resident engagement sessions would not be compromised,
given the restrictions on physical
meet-ups. Instead of conducting
physical focus group discussions,
she opted to do virtual ones
instead. This meant using online
tools such as virtual maps and
digital icons to draw and gather
ideas on.
She says: “Through these
avenues, we engaged residents
to draw up rejuvenation plans for
their towns. It was a very fulfilling
experience, meeting and talking
to residents, listening as they
recounted their stories of growing

ST30-REX-008-

HDB senior architect Tan Hwee Ting
uses digital tools to continue urban
planning efforts despite the pandemic
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ORGANISATION

COURSE / UNIVERSITIES / COUNTRY OF STUDY

VALUE OF AWARD AND BOND

REQUIREMENTS

Singapore Public
Healthcare Sector

Healthcare Merit Award

Full-Term & Degree Conversion
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Clinical placement expense (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore citizenship
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector
• Good communication skills

All Healthcare Scholarships are
centrally awarded and managed
by MOH Holdings (MOHH) on
behalf of the Singapore Public
Healthcare Sector.

Full-Term & Mid-Term
• Diagnostic Radiography
• Dietetics
• Medical Social Work
• Nursing
• Occupational Therapy
• Orthoptics
• Pharmacy

• Physiotherapy
• Podiatry
• Prosthetics and Orthotics
• Radiation Therapy
• Respiratory Therapy
• Speech Therapy

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes (from the point
of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or
equivalent)

Degree Conversion
• Nursing

All disciplines such as Business, Accountancy and Economics except for
Medicine, Dentistry and other healthcare related disciplines.

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Overseas exchange allowance (if applicable)
Mid-Term
• One-time grant as partial coverage for university-related expenses

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least a diploma with
merit/distinction (for current diploma students), or at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or
equivalent (for current undergraduates)
• Have completed at least one semester of study in health science disciplines at local polytechnics,
local universities or MOHH-approved overseas universities
Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding academic results, on track to graduate with at least a diploma with merit / distinction
• Singapore Citizen
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector
• Good communication skills
Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding ‘A’ Level results, diploma with merit / distinction or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)
Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least Second Class
(Upper) Honours or equivalent

Community Nursing Scholarship
Nursing

• Physiotherapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Social Work
• Speech Therapy

Administration
All disciplines such as Business, Accountancy, Economics except for
Medicine, Dentistry and other healthcare-related disciplines.

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore citizenship
• Possess good academic results
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership skills
• Strong interest to serve in the community

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back-payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
(from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least a diploma with
merit / distinction (for current diploma students), or at least Second Class (Upper) Honours
or equivalent (for current undergraduates)
• Be a current nursing student in a local educational institution (NYP, NP or NUS)

Degree Conversion
• Same as Community Nursing Scholarship (Full-Term)
• Salary for nurses undertaking degree studies with more than one year of work experience in the
community setting

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding academic results, on track to graduate with at least a diploma with merit /
distinction

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore citizenship
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Strong interest to serve in the community
• Good communication skills

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back-payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes (from the point
of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least Second Class
(Upper) Honours or equivalent
• Have completed at least one semester of study in health science disciplines in local universities
or MOHH-approved overseas universities

Degree Conversion
Same as Community Care Scholarship (Full-Term)
• Salary for Allied Health professionals undertaking degree studies with more than one year of
work experience in the community setting

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding diploma with merit/distinction academic results

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Overseas exchange allowance (if applicable)

• Singapore Citizen
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Strong interest to serve in the community
• Good communication skills

Mid-Term
• One-time grant as partial coverage for university-related expenses

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding ‘O’ Level results, ‘A’ Level results, diploma with merit / distinction or
equivalent qualiﬁcations (e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)
• Applied to take up nursing studies in local educational institutions (NYP, NP or NUS)

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding ‘A’ Level results (offered at least 10 academic units), diploma with merit /
distinction or equivalent qualiﬁcations (e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school
diploma)

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding ‘A’ Level results, diploma with merit/distinction or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)
Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track to graduate with at least Second Class
(Upper) Honours or equivalent

Post-graduate
Speech Therapy

National Environment
Agency (NEA)

NEA-Industry Scholarship
ITE (Higher Nitec)
• Biotechnology
• Chemical Technology
• Electrical Engineering
• Hospitality Operations
• Mechanical Engineering
• Mechatronic Engineering
• Precision Engineering
• Robotics and Smart Systems

ITE (Nitec)
• Built Environment
(Mechanical and Electrical services)
• Chemical Process Technology
• Hospitality Operations
• Logistic Services
• Mechanical Technology
• Mechatronics & Robotics

• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance (for overseas study only)
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is willing to take up Singapore Citizenship
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong leadership qualities
• Strong interest to serve in the community
• Good communication skills
• Possess a good university degree (Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)
• Good track record of work achievements (if applicable)

Value of Award
• Tuition fees and other compulsory ITE / Polytechnic fees
• Annual allowance
• Back payment for mid-term scholars

Eligibility and Qualifying Criteria
• Be a Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident
• Be an ‘O’ or ‘N’ Level graduate
• Be an existing or current ITE / Polytechnic student at relevant courses
• Have good academic results and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) records
• Be enrolled into relevant ﬁelds of study

Bond duration
• 2 years for ITE scholars
• 3 years for Diploma scholars

Polytechnics
• Singapore Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Republic Polytechnic,
Temasek Polytechnic and Nanyang Polytechnic
Polytechnic Courses
• Built Environment, Engineering, Applied Science, Information and Digital
Technology, Sciences

National University Of
Singapore (NUS)

NUS Global Merit Scholarship
Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a ﬁrst degree, except
Dentistry, Medicine, Music and Yale-NUS College

For more information on other
scholarships such as Stephen Riady
Young Entrepreneur Scholarship,
Wee Cho Yaw Future Leaders Award,
NUS Science & Technology (S&T)
Undergraduate Scholarship,
NUS ASEAN Undergraduate
Scholarship (AUS), University
Engineering Scholarship (UES),
Lee Kuan Yew Scholarship to
Encourage Upgrading (LKY-STEP)
Award, please visit
nus.edu/freshmenscholarship.

NUS Merit Scholarship
Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a ﬁrst degree, except
Yale-NUS College

NUS Sports Scholarship
Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a ﬁrst degree, except Music
and Yale-NUS College

NUS Performing & Visual Arts Scholarship
Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a ﬁrst degree, except Music
and Yale-NUS College

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak
Institute

TUN DATO SIR CHENG-LOCK TAN M.A. SCHOLARSHIP
Course: Southeast Asian Studies, Political Science, International Relations,
Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, History, Geography,
Archaeology / Archaeological Science, and other relevant subjects
University: Reputable universities overseas or in Singapore

Singapore Institute of
Technology

SIT Scholarship
All Undergraduate Degree Programmes @ SIT

SIT Mid-Term Scholarship
All Undergraduate Degree Programmes @ SIT

Singapore
Press Holdings Ltd

SPH Journalism Scholarship
• Undergraduate or Mid-Term
• English, Chinese, Malay or Tamil Newsroom
Universities both local & overseas. Any discipline except Medicine, Dentistry,
Pharmacy, Architecture & Law

.

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if Scholar is staying on campus, S$3,010 if Scholar is
staying in Ridge View Residential College, or S$4,620 if Scholar is staying in one of the
University Town Residential Colleges
• One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
• S$7,500 Student Exchange Programme / NUS Overseas Colleges allowance per semester for
non-Asian countries and Japan, and S$5,000 per semester for other Asian countries, for up to a
maximum of 2 claims
• Priority to enrol in the Residential College Programmes (University Town College Programme
and Ridge View Residential College Programme) or University Scholars Programme (USP)
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential Colleges) for ﬁrst
two years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme
• Bond-free

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate / NUS High School Diploma)

Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential Colleges) for ﬁrst
two years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme
• Bond-free

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate / NUS High School Diploma)

Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential Colleges) for ﬁrst two
years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme
• Bond-free

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly in sports
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate/ NUS High School Diploma)

Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential Colleges) for ﬁrst two
years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme
• Bond-free

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly in performing and / or visual arts
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent qualiﬁcations
(e.g. International Baccalaureate / NUS High School Diploma)

Value of award
• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Thesis Allowance
• Book Allowance
• Conference/Fieldwork allowance
• Medical Insurance
• Return Air passage (if applicable)

Candidates should:
• Be Singapore Citizens or Permanent Residents
• Be in possession of a good honours degree (or professional qualiﬁcations of equivalent standing)
in a relevant subject
• Have a consistently good academic record
• Have a deep interest in Southeast Asia and are prepared to take up courses and / or carry out
research on Southeast Asia

• Subsidised tuition fees, based on the prevailing cost of the degree programmes for Singapore
Citizens
• Annual Miscellaneous Fees

• Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents
• Outstanding Academic Results
• Good CCA Records
• Strong Leadership Potential
• Entering the ﬁrst year of an undergraduate degree programme at SIT

• Subsidised tuition fees, based on the prevailing cost of the degree programmes for Singapore
Citizens
• Annual Miscellaneous Fees

• Singapore Citizens or Singapore Permanent Residents
• Outstanding Academic Results
• Good CCA Records
• Strong Leadership Potential
• Completed 60 credits in an SIT-conferred or joint degree programme
• Entering ﬁnal year of an Overseas University-conferred degree programme

Overseas
• Bond min 6 years depending on the value of the Scholarship Award
Local
• Bond min 4 years depending on the value of the Scholarship Award

• Passion for Journalism
• Outstanding GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ Level / IP / IB / Diploma Results
• Excellent CCA records
• Interest in current affairs
• Good command of the English, Chinese, Malay or Tamil language.
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Community Care Scholarship

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)

ST30-REX-009-

Healthcare Administration Scholarship

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding ‘A’ Level results (offered at least 10 academic units), diploma with merit /
distinction or equivalent qualiﬁcations (e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)
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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE: Part 2

BY GILBERT WONG

L

Mr Lim particularly enjoys the practical experience he gets in his course, as
he has gained a better understanding
of many theoretical concepts.
“We have mini laboratory projects
which further test our understanding
of the topics learnt,” he says.
He also notes how he was given the
opportunity to use valuable equipment such as the Over-the-Air (OTA)
Chambers — used to test wireless
technology such as 5G networks — to
evaluate total radiated power, total
isotropic sensitivity and relative sensitivity on intermediate channels.
Studying technology has also
allowed Mr Lim to take part in notable
projects, such as presenting a technical nomination paper on eliminating
forklift incidents in warehouses at
the ITS World Congress 2019, a global

SIT undergraduate Lim Cheng Kai’s interest and passion in technology fuels
his dreams of building a more advanced and innovative world
event focused on smart mobility and
the digitalisation of transportation.
He also found real-world uses for
his studies, such as an initiative to
assist quadriplegic patients in overcoming their mobility and transport
problems, as part of an SIT module.
Mr Lim dreams of a future where
our lives can be improved and made
easier, thanks to technological innovations such as vehicular advancement, advanced artificial intelligence
and machine learning.
“I truly believe that we have the
power to transform... and I want to
be a part of this movement to change
the world,” he says. “As technology
represents the connectors that bind
the world together, I will continue
to contribute through technology to
make the world a better place.”

Visit https://www.
singaporetech.edu.
sg/admissions/
scholarships/sit-midterm-scholarship for
more information.

AN EXCITING
TECH JOURNEY

1.

The early years

Mr Lim Cheng Kai
obtained a Diploma in
Information Technology (IT)
at Temasek Polytechnic. The
three-year course allowed him
to explore various aspects of
IT such as data analytics and
The Internet of Things.

2.

Serving
the nation

During national
service, he worked on an
unmanned secure delivery
vehicle known as the IParcel.
It is an autonomous vehicle
which helps to improve the
efficiency of logistics supply,
increase productivity and
minimise the occurrence of
missed deliveries.
Mr Lim Cheng Kai enjoys the practical experience he gets as an undergraduate at
SIT, as he has gained a better understanding of many theoretical concepts. PHOTO: MAX CHAN

I truly believe that we have the power to transform…
and I want to be a part of this movement to change the
world. As technology represents the connectors that bind
the world together, I will continue to contribute through
technology to make the world a better place.

3.

Deeper
knowledge

Mr Lim’s interest
and experience in technology
inspired him to enrol in
the Singapore Institute of
Technology’s computer
engineering degree
programme, which
covers both software
and hardware aspects
of Intelligent Transportation
Systems engineering.

Mr Lim Cheng Kai, SIT Mid Term Scholarship recipient
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The Smart Nation Scholarship develops and nurtures technology talents and
leaders within public service. Offered by the Cyber Security Agency of
Singapore (CSA), Government Technology Agency (GovTech), and Infocomm
Media Development Authority (IMDA), the scholarship provides opportunities
to carve out a career pathway in applied technology for the public good.
The future belongs to those who dare.

https://www.smartnation.gov.sg/scholarship

.
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Hands-on lessons

Moving Towards A More Advanced
World, One Innovation At A Time
ST30-REX-010-

ooking at the world today, we
sometimes forget just how
much we have progressed technologically in the last few decades.
These advancements are not lost
on Singapore Institute of Technology
(SIT) undergraduate Lim Cheng Kai,
who has always had a keen interest in
the field.
With the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic last year, he has seen
the increasingly important role of
technology, as people seek out digital
solutions for every aspect of their
lives, from healthcare to work to play.
Mr Lim, 24, is currently pursuing
a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)
in Computer Engineering at SIT, with
a focus on Intelligent Transportation
Systems (ITS).
“The pandemic has taught everyone that the need for transformation
is becoming more important. We
need to keep up with the digital age,
and leveraging technology will benefit everyone,” says Mr Lim, who is also
an SIT Mid Term Scholarship holder.
“My course has equipped me with
advanced communication and interpersonal skills; these will benefit me
immensely when transitioning into
the world of remote working.”

