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TEXT BY CHEW HUILING 

The NEA-Industry Scholarship 
provides a stepping stone for 
young Singaporeans to advance the 
country’s clean and green mission. 
Talents will leverage opportunities 
to forge meaningful careers in 
environmental services companies 
while being groomed to become 
future leaders in the industry. 

With her new role, Ms Puah hopes 
to create more awareness about 
waste recycling in our garden city. 

“At the end of the day, I wish 
to see more people caring for the 

environment and learning 
how to generate less 
waste,” she says.

No time to waste
Eco warrior Carina Puah strives to do her part in contributing to a zero-waste planet

Unlike other scholarship holders 
who typically enter the workforce 
immediately after completing 
their studies, Ms Puah took the 
unconventional path of deferring her 
bond to embark on further studies 
and obtain higher education fi rst.

After graduating with Higher 
Nitec in Chemical Technology in 
May 2021, she enrolled at Nanyang 
Polytechnic (NYP) to pursue a 
Diploma in Applied Chemistry. 

The course will equip her with 
industry-relevant knowledge and 

One man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure, as the saying 
goes — and it certainly rings 

true for one former ITE College West 
student Ms Carina Puah.

Growing up, the 19-year-old 
has always had a keen interest in 
environmental and climate issues. 
In her free time, she would frequently 
assist with recycling efforts by 
collecting and repurposing used 
plastic bottles. 

During her days as a student at 
ITE, she was also involved with the 
Green Ambassadors Club, where she 
would teach others how to make DIY 
projects out of recycled materials as 
part of the climate-conscious group’s 
efforts to save the environment.

Motivated by her passion and 
convictions, it was no surprise that 
she was keen to pursue a career in the 
environmental services industry. 

“This line of work aligned with 
my interests in raising awareness 
on recycling. I wanted to pursue a 
career where both my passions and 
career aspirations can be applied 
concurrently,” she says.

WORKING TOWARDS 
A BRIGHTER 
(AND GREENER) FUTURE     
Ms Puah was a bright student and did 
well at school. With the support of her 
ITE teachers, she decided to apply for 
the NEA-Industry Scholarship, which 
gave her the opportunity to pursue her 
studies while giving her a head start 
on her future career goals. 

She chose to take up Chemical 
Technology at ITE as she was 
drawn to the microbiology and 
chromatography modules. Her 
determination to excel academically 
earned her a coveted spot on 
the Director’s List for those who 
performed well, giving her a greater 
boost of confidence to reach for 
bigger milestones.

Visit nea.gov.sg/esitm-
nis for more information.

Upon completing her 
polytechnic studies, Ms 
Carina Puah will join the 
TES-AMM team to help 
with e-waste recycling 
and waste management. 
PHOTO: FRENCHESCAR LIM

technical skills to prepare her for a 
dynamic career in the lab.

PROMOTING A 
WASTE-FREE LIFESTYLE     
Through the NEA-Industry Scholarship 
programme, a collaboration between 
the National Environment Agency 
(NEA) and the Environmental Services 
Industry, Ms Puah also got a job 
with leading e-waste recycling fi rm 
TES-AMM Singapore Pte Ltd as a 
lab analyst and production assistant, 
where she will be serving her bond 
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after completing her studies at NYP 
in 2024. This was one of the reasons 
why she was motivated to apply for 
the scholarship in the fi rst place, 
she says. 

“In my fi nal year, I began to think 
about my career prospects, knowing 
that it would be challenging to fi nd a 
job after graduation,” she explains. 

“Thankfully, the scholarship 
programme provided me with 
an invaluable head start and 
allowed me to secure employment 
upon my graduation from NYP.”
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I wish to see more 
people caring for 
the environment 

and learning how to 
generate less waste.

MS C ARINA PUAH
NEA-Industry 

Scholarship recipient

TEXT BY CHELSIA TAN 

Broadening horizons with technology
For computer science undergraduate 
Anunaya Joshi, the world of programming 
is brimming with possibilities that offer 
new and exciting experiences

Mr Joshi is looking forward to 
a six-month Student Exchange 
Programme (SEP) that the 
scholarship guarantees.

“The best part of the scholarship 
is that it is not bonded, so I can 
explore as much as I am able to 
during and after university,” he says.

With SEP, students get to choose 
from over 300 partner universities 
in more than 40 countries. Mr Joshi 
is keen to explore life in Europe. 

He says: “There is so much the 
world has to offer, and I have not 
seen as much of it.”

The avid traveller had initially 
intended to go backpacking around 
the world after serving national 
service, but plans were dropped 
when the pandemic struck. Due to 
Covid-19, he also had to forego a 
programming internship in the US, 
which he had hoped to do before 
starting university.

Despite these setbacks, Mr Joshi 
says he has no regrets as things led 
to an internship opportunity with a 
Singapore start-up, where he got to 
run entrepreneurial challenges for 
aspiring entrepreneurs in Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Thailand.

“We just have to adapt to the 
circumstances we are given. I do 
not regret how things happened 
because I have met some amazing 
people [at the start-up] and I really 
enjoyed my time working there.”

CREATING AN IMPACT     
Mr Joshi thinks there is a high 
possibility that he might venture 
into the great outdoors after he 
graduates. Previous experiences 
– including spending three days 
alone on Pulau Ubin as part of a 
21-day Outward Bound camp and 

Young, spirited and enthusiastic, 
fi rst-year National University 
of Singapore (NUS) student 

Anunaya Joshi studied theatre in 
secondary school and junior college, 
and currently plays the electric guitar 
in a band while majoring in computer 
science at NUS School of Computing. 

What may seem like a disconnect 
at fi rst makes perfect sense for the 
21-year-old: His pursuits all have 
to do with the elements of scripts, 
performance and composition. 
He is driven by a desire to explore, 
create and to forge personal 
connections, which he intends to 
do through technology. 

 “People think it is a weird jump, 
but I do not think there are just 
‘science’ or ‘arts’ people. Most of us 
have both interests, as do I,” he says. 

 “I like to create new things; 
science and art are just different 
mediums for me to do so. There 
is also creativity in computer 
programming and I can make 
a bigger impact in the world 
with technology.” 

 Mr Joshi likens certain aspects 
of programming, such as coding, to 
learning a new language. Anything 
you want to do, he says, is possible 
to implement in a code. 

 “It is quite liberating to consider 
that you can achieve whatever you 

want with it,” he explains. 
“You just have to break it 

down so that the code 
understands what your 
intentions are.”

EXPLORING 
A WORLD 
OF POSSIBILITIES     

As a NUS Merit 
Scholarship recipient, 

Visit nus.edu/freshmenscholarship 
for more information.

Mr Joshi is driven 
by a desire to 

explore, create and 
to forge personal 

connections, 
which he intends 

to do through 
technology. PHOTO: 

FRENCHESCAR LIM

interacting with locals while on a 
solo backpacking trip in Lombok – 
have shaped his love of adventure.

“I would love to work in the 
outdoor sector as a programmer. 
Perhaps I could create a platform 
where people could learn outdoor 
survival skills,” he muses. “One of my 
plans is to travel overseas to immerse 
myself in the outdoor industry.”

One thing is certain – he wants to 
make a difference through creating 
something new and innovative. 

“I would like to create something, 
put it out in the world and say, 
‘hey, that’s me; I did that’. It can be 
anything: a piece of music, script or 
website,” he says. 

DRIVEN TO CREATE
Mr Joshi is just as interested in 
business and entrepreneurship 
as he is in computer science. 
He enjoys coming up with ideas 
and implementing them. For 
instance, he has developed an 
e-commerce website to help 
expand a friend’s jewellery 
business, which was then 
accessible only on Instagram.

 “Many of my friends who are 
entrepreneurs themselves have 
great ideas but do not know 
how to execute them. They 
need someone to programme 
[these ideas] and put it out for 
them,” he says.

MR ANUNAYA 
JOSHI

NUS Merit 
Scholarship recipient

There is also 
creativity in computer 

programming and 
I can make a bigger 
impact in the world 

with technology.
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TEXT BY GOH HWEE KOON 
The changing role of nurses to 
care for an ageing population    
NKF staff nurse Alina Tan takes on the role of a clinical instructor as part of her 
nursing job in the community care sector 

not only deployed at nursing posts 
in neighbourhoods, community 
hospitals and nursing homes, but 
who can also provide home care 
services to the elderly.

NURSING WITH A  
FOCUS ON RENAL  
DIALYSIS MANAGEMENT      
Ms Tan’s nursing career began 
when she joined JurongHealth 
Campus which was then situated 
at Alexandra Hospital. She worked 
in a geriatric ward as a staff nurse 
after graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science (Nursing) Degree from the 
National University of Singapore 

While nephrologists 
regularly monitor patients 
with kidney failure at 

community-based dialysis centres, 
they are not stationed there every 
day. It is the nurses who oversee 
dialysis for patients and work with 
nephrologists via teleconsultations  
or phone to ensure patient care is  
not compromised. 

These nurses play a pivotal role 
as they have to make swift clinical 
judgment for patients when the need 
arises, says Ms Alina Tan, 30, a staff 
nurse and clinical instructor at the 
National Kidney Foundation (NKF). 

Many people think that nurses 
merely perform routine tasks and 
do not have to employ much critical 
thinking in their jobs, she adds.

She explains: “Nursing entails 
clinical knowledge and skills while 
encompassing the building of 
human connections, empathetic 
communication and compassion. 
Nurses are given more autonomy 
pertaining to clinical care than 
before, and are regarded as an 
integral part of the healthcare team.” 

Beyond the vital support and 
treatment of medical conditions, 
community nurses also provide 
extended caregiving services that  
include continued assessment and 
timely interventions to improve 
personal well-being outcomes 
and inculcate long-term health 
behaviours.  

To offer comprehensive and 
holistic care, nurses also work  
closely with other healthcare 
professionals – including 
nephrologists, medical social 
workers, clinical psychologists, 
dieticians, therapists and exercise 
specialists – so that patients can 
live well despite being on dialysis.       

The number of people whose 
kidneys fail each year has risen 
significantly, due to the high rate of 
diabetes in Singapore and its rapidly 
ageing population.

With an increasing rate of chronic 
diseases, the country will need 
more community nurses who are 

 Visit healthcarescholarships.sg  
for more information.

While she was a staff nurse, Ms Alina 
Tan took up the sponsorship at the 
National Kidney Foundation to pursue 
a Specialist Diploma in Nursing 
(Renal Dialysis Management) so 
that she can be better prepared to 
assess patients’ needs while making 
accurate evaluations of dialysis 
treatments. PHOTO: FRENCHESCAR LIM

in 2013. Soon after, she relocated 
to Ng Teng Fong General Hospital 
where she rose in seniority in the 
medical-surgical ward.

Ms Tan joined NKF in 2017 
and received staff sponsorship 
three years later to pursue a 
Specialist Diploma in Renal 
Dialysis Management at Nanyang 
Polytechnic. This sponsorship 
is only offered in NKF as part of 
staff development to prepare them 
to better assess patients’ needs, 
provide care and make accurate 
evaluations of dialysis treatments.  

She decided on the programme 
as she wanted to keep up with 

the changing role of nurses as 
they deal with more complex 
medical and psychosocial needs 
of an ageing population. She was 
also motivated by NKF’s culture 
of nurturing core values and 
opportunities for lifelong learning 
which are crucial for growth.

INSPIRING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF NURSES      
It was only after completing the 
part-time programme last year 
that Ms Tan transferred to NKF’s 
training department under Nursing 
Services to take on the role of a 
clinical instructor. 

Her current work involves guiding 
students on clinical placements, 
helping nurses to develop their 

inquiry mindset and analytical 
skills, and coordinating with 

the clinical educator to 
implement educational 

programmes.
She aims to be a 

nurse educator in the 
future so she can 
share her knowledge 
and skills with  
aspiring nurses.

“Seeing patients 
on a regular basis 

as a community nurse 
allows me to build rapport 

with them over time,” she 
says. “I realise that a simple 

conversation can help uplift their 
mood when they come for their 
dialysis sessions. By incorporating 
words of encouragement in our 
daily conversations, we can 
motivate them to live life with 
optimism and positivity.” 

Ms Tan feels the pandemic has 
opened up more doors for healthcare 
providers, including nurses. 

“Thanks to the heightened 
recognition of healthcare workers, 
there will be greater opportunities 
for growth in the future,” she says.

Scholars’ Choice 2022: Part 2

MS ALINA TAN 
Staff nurse,  

The National Kidney 
Foundation

Seeing patients on a regular 
basis as a community nurse 
allows me to build rapport 

with them over time. I realise 
that a simple conversation 
can help uplift their mood 
when they come for their 

dialysis sessions.
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TEXT BY SANJAY SURANA

Using bots to analyse 
data for better stories
SPH Journalism scholar Rei Kurohi combines journalism skills with 
basic coding to make sense of data and uncover hidden trends

She feels that her understanding 
of the digital workflow has helped her 
to gauge the importance of certain 
decisions and practices since she 
returned to the Singapore desk to 
cover issues on health, politics and 
now technology.     

In the three-plus years at The 
Straits Times, she has also written 
many stories that, in her words, have 
helped readers find clarity amid chaos 
and make sense of what is happening 
around them. This core mission of 

The largest global exhibition of all 
things electronic, CES was held 
in Las Vegas from Jan 5-8, 2022 

and featured over 2,300 companies. 
Showcasing the latest in digital health, 
food tech, automotive tech, NFTs 
(non-fungible tokens), gaming, and 
smart homes, more than 1,800 global 
media representatives attended, 
including tech correspondent from 
The Straits Times, Rei Kurohi. 

“I love learning about new 
developments in technology,” says 

 Visit https://bit.ly/3wxOPUa  
for more information.

SPH Journalism scholar Ms Rei Kurohi enjoys covering different beats on 
the job, including health, politics and technology. PHOTO: FRENCHESCAR LIM

the 28-year-old journalist 
at SPH Media (formerly 
Singapore Press Holdings). 
“Technology is so firmly 
woven into our everyday 
lives and will continue to 
be, so this is a subject I will 
never tire of.”

Ms Kurohi even uses 
technology first-hand in  
her reporting. 

“The pandemic prompted 
me to learn new ways 
to do my work, such as 
programming simple bots 
and scripts to perform 
tasks like scraping publicly 
available Covid-19 data 
in order to make sense 
of trends and tell better 
stories,” she says.     

She believes journalists 
play a crucial role in helping 
the public understand the 
slew of complicated – and 
sometimes confusing – 
information such as new 
government policies or the 
latest scientific findings on 
the coronavirus.

Since she was young, Ms 
Kurohi was interested in 
writing and loved conjuring 
up images and emotions 
using words. 

History, another subject 
filled with stories, also piqued 
her interest. Journalism 
seemed to be the perfect 
career, as it combined her 
love of writing and history. 

“Working for a newspaper 
made sense to me because it 
can also involve uncovering 
the deeper meanings behind 
events that have happened 
and what people say, as well 
as telling the stories myself,” 
says Ms Kurohi, who learnt 
about the SPH Journalism 
Scholarship from a friend. 

At the National University 
of Singapore, she read 
Japanese studies and 
philosophy at the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences. 
She graduated in 2018 with a 
Bachelor of Arts. 

HELPING READERS  
FIND CLARITY  
The Japanese studies course 
gave her a “deep appreciation 
for the importance of having 
varied perspectives and 
the values of collaborative 
knowledge-making”.

Meanwhile, the philosophy 
component of her degree 
helped her stretch her 
intellectual muscles and hone 
her skills in rhetoric, logic 
and sound argument. These 
skills have been invaluable in 
her reporting, especially in an 
increasingly VUCA (Volatility, 
Uncertainty, Complexity and 
Ambiguity) world and in an 
era where fake news is rife.

Since graduating, Ms 
Kurohi has worked at a 
number of departments 
at The Straits Times. She 
started out with the digital 
team as a breaking news 
reporter and then spent 
time on operational aspects 
of running a digital-first 
newsroom such as social 
media and digital sub-editing.

“A journalist who is hired 
from the open market for 
a specific role may not 
necessarily get a chance to 
experience these different 
roles,” she says.

Scholars’ Choice 2022: Part 2

journalism makes the job both 
challenging and fulfilling. 

“The mission of SPH was crystal 
clear amid the pandemic – to keep 
the public informed with reliable 
reporting. Covid-19 is, in many 
ways, the story of a lifetime, and it 
was my privilege to have a front-row 
seat to history in the making.”

 

MS 
RE I  KUROHI 
recipient  of the 
SPH Journalism 

Scholarship

The mission of SPH was  
crystal clear amid the 

pandemic – to keep the 
public informed with reliable 

reporting. Covid-19 is, in many 
ways, the story of a lifetime, 

and it was my privilege to have 
a front-row seat to history  

in the making.
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GUIDE TO SCHOLARSHIPS 
ORGANISATION

INFOCOMM MEDIA 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (IMDA)

Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship - Undergraduate
Eligible Course of Studies:
Tech or media related courses which includes:
• Artificial Intelligence
• Cybersecurity
• Data Analytics
• Immersive Media
• Film / TV Studies
• STEM courses (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

Local autonomous universities/approved institutions or renowned 
overseas universities

Singapore Digital (SG:D) Scholarship - Postgraduate 
Eligible Course of Studies:
Tech or media related courses which includes:
• Artificial Intelligence
• Cybersecurity
• Data Analytics
• Immersive Media
• Film / TV Studies
• STEM courses (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

Local autonomous universities/approved institutions or renowned 
overseas universities

NEA-Industry Scholarship 
ITE (Higher Nitec):
• Biotechnology
• Chemical Technology 
• Electrical Engineering
• Hospitality Operations         

ITE (Nitec):
• Built Environment (Mechanical and Electrical services)
• Chemical Process Technology        
• Hospitality Operations        
• Logistic Services        
• Mechanical Technology        
• Mechatronics & Robotics    

Polytechnic Diploma Courses:
• Built Environment
• Engineering
• Applied Science
• Information and Digital Technology
• Sciences

• Tuition and other compulsory university fees
• Living allowance
• One-time Pre-studies allowance including settling-in and computer allowance
• Support for overseas internship(s) in tech or media-related roles which 

includes:
     - Economy class return airfare; and
     - Cost of living allowances
• Support for overseas exposure (e.g. student exchange programme, study trips, 

overseas competition)  
• Funding support for courses and certifications

Bond Period
Opportunities to serve your bond in a tech or media-related job role in any 
organisation and in any industry, subject to IMDA’s approval.
• Full Local scholarship – 3-year bond
• Fast Track Bachelors-Masters scholarship – 4-year bond
• Full/Mid-term Overseas scholarship – 2 to 5-year bond dependent on the 

duration of sponsorship
• Mid-term Local scholarship – 1 to 3-year bond dependent on the duration of 

sponsorship

Full-time Masters or PhD studies:
• Tuition and other compulsory university fees 
• One-time Pre-studies allowance^ including settling-in and computer allowance
• Living allowance and/or stipend*, and relevant allowances (e.g. thesis 

allowance)
• Support for overseas internship(s) in tech or media-related job roles which 

includes:
     - Economy class return airfare; and
     - Cost of living allowances
• Support for overseas exposure (student exchange programme, study trip, 

overseas competition)  
• Funding support for courses and certifications for scholars to upgrade 

themselves with industry-relevant skills

^Support for pre-studies allowance and overseas experience are only applicable 
for full-time local and overseas Masters and PhD studies.
*Living allowance is only applicable for overseas Masters and overseas PhD 
studies. Stipend is only applicable for full-time local Masters and full-time local 
and overseas PhD studies.

Part-time Masters studies:
• Tuition and other compulsory university fees 
• Funding support for courses and certifications for scholars to upgrade 

themselves with industry-relevant skills 

Bond Period
Opportunities to serve your bond in a tech or media-related job role in any 
organisation and in any industry, subject to IMDA’s approval.

For Masters studies:
• Overseas scholarship – 2 to 3-year bond dependent on the duration of 

sponsorship
• Full local scholarship – 2-year bond
• Mid-term local - 1 year
• Part-time local - No Bond

For PhD studies:
• Overseas scholarship – 3 to 5-year bond dependent on the duration of 

sponsorship
• Full or mid-term local scholarship - No bond

• Singapore citizen
• Good Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) record;
• Have a strong portfolio if applying for a creative or 

film-related course
• Possess a strong interest for a career in the tech or 

media industry
• For Full Scholarship - ‘A’ Level, IP/IB, Polytechnic 

Diploma or equivalent results
• For Mid-Term Scholarship - current undergraduate 

in a tech or media-related degree at a local 
autonomous university or renowned overseas 
university with minimally one academic year of 
study remaining from the point of award

• Singapore citizen
• Possess a strong interest for a career in the tech or 

media industry
• Have a strong portfolio if applying for a creative or 

film-related course

For Masters studies, applicants have to be:
• Enrolled full-time or part-time in a tech or media-

related Masters programme in a local autonomous/
approved institutions or renowned overseas 
university; or

• Current postgraduate in a tech or media-related 
Masters programme with minimally one academic 
year of study remaining from the point of award

For PhD studies, applicants have to be:
• Enrolled full-time in a tech or media-related PhD 

programme in a local autonomous/approved 
insitutions or renowned overseas university; or

• Current postgraduate in a tech or media-related 
PhD programme with minimally one academic year 
of study remaining from the point of award

COURSE / UNIVERSITIES / COUNTRY OF STUDY VALUE OF AWARD AND BOND REQUIREMENTS

For more information, log on to www.scholarschoice.com.sg

NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY OF 
SINGAPORE (NUS)

NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY (NEA)

NUS Global Merit Scholarship
• Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, 

except Dentistry, Medicine and Music

NUS Merit Scholarship
• Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree

NUS Sports Scholarship
• Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, 

except Music

NUS Performing & Visual Arts Scholarship
• Any full-time undergraduate course leading to a first degree, 

except Music

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if Scholar is staying on campus, 

S$3,010 if Scholar is staying in Ridge View Residential College, or S$4,620 if 
Scholar is staying in one of the University Town Residential Colleges

• One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
• S$7,500 Student Exchange Programme/NUS Overseas Colleges allowance per 

semester for non-Asian countries and Japan, and S$5,000 per semester for 
other Asian countries, for up to a maximum of 2 claims

• Priority to enrol in the Residential College Programmes (University Town 
College Programme and Ridge View Residential College Programme) 

• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential 
Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           

• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme      
• Bond-free

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• One-time computer allowance of S$2,000
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding the Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme  
• Bond-free

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
• Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies                                                           
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme                      
• Bond-free

• Full subsidy for tuition fees (after MOE Tuition Grant subsidy)
• Annual living allowance of S$6,000
• S$2,905 annual accommodation allowance if scholar is staying on campus
•  Guaranteed offer of on-campus accommodation (excluding Residential 

Colleges) for first two years of undergraduate studies
• Guaranteed offer of a 1-semester overseas Student Exchange Programme                                        
• Bond-free

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a 

polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ 
NUS High School Diploma)

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a 

polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ 
NUS High School Diploma)

• Singapore Citizens
• Strong leadership qualities and potential                     
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly 

in sports
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a 

polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ 
NUS High School Diploma)

• Singapore Citizens                                        
• Strong leadership qualities and potential
• Good co-curricular activities record, particularly 

in performing and/or visual arts
• Offered GCE ‘A’ Level, Diploma from a 

polytechnic in Singapore or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate/ 
NUS High School Diploma)

Value of Award:
• Tuition fees and other compulsory ITE/Polytechnic fees
• Annual allowance 
• Back payment for mid-term scholars

Bond Period
• 2 years for ITE scholars
• 3 years for Diploma scholars

Eligibility and Qualifying Criteria 
• Be a Singapore citizen or Permanent Resident
• Be an ‘O’ or ‘N’ Level graduate 
• Be an existing or current ITE/Polytechnic student 

at relevant courses 
• Have good academic results and Co-Curricular 

Activities (CCA) records
• Be enrolled into relevant fields of study
• Possess a passion to make a difference to the 

ES industry and advance Singapore’s clean and 
green mission

• Mechanical Engineering
• Mechatronic Engineering
• Precision Engineering
• Robotics and Smart Systems  
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GUIDE TO SCHOLARSHIPS 
ORGANISATION COURSE / UNIVERSITIES / COUNTRY OF STUDY VALUE OF AWARD AND BOND REQUIREMENTS

For more information, log on to www.scholarschoice.com.sg

Community Nursing Scholarship
• Nursing

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is 
willing to take up Singapore citizenship

• Possess good academic results
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong 

leadership skills
• Strong interest to serve in the community  

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding O-Level results, A-Level 

results, diploma with merit/distinction or 
equivalent qualifications (e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma) 

• Applied to take up nursing studies in local 
educational institutions (NYP, NP or NUS)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on 

track to graduate with at least a diploma with 
merit/distinction (for current diploma students), 
or at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or 
equivalent (for current undergraduates)

• Be a current nursing student in a local 
educational institution (NYP, NP or NUS)

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding academic results, on track 

to graduate with at least a diploma with merit/
distinction

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) 

Honours or equivalent) 

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back-payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes 

(from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) 

Honours or equivalent)

Degree Conversion
Same as Community Nursing Scholarship (Full-Term)
• Salary for nurses undertaking degree studies with more than one year of work 

experience in the community setting

Healthcare Merit Award
Full-Term & Mid-Term
• Diagnostic Radiography
• Dietetics
• Medical Social Work
• Nursing
• Occupational Therapy
• Orthoptics
• Pharmacy
• Physiotherapy
• Podiatry
• Prosthetics and Orthotics
• Radiation Therapy
• Respiratory Therapy
• Speech Therapy 

Degree Conversion
• Nursing

Full-Term & Degree Conversion
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Clinical placement expense (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent) 

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back-payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes 

(from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is 
willing to take up Singapore citizenship

• Good co-curricular activities record and strong 
leadership qualities

• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector 
• Good communication skills 

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding A-Level results (offered at 

least 10 academic units), diploma with merit/
distinction or equivalent qualifications (e.g. 
International Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high 
school diploma)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on 

track to graduate with at least a diploma with 
merit/distinction (for current diploma students), 
or at least Second Class (Upper) Honours or 
equivalent (for current undergraduates)

• Have completed at least one semester of study in 
health science disciplines at local polytechnics, 
local universities or MOHH-approved overseas 
universities

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding academic results, on track 

to graduate with at least a diploma with merit/
distinction 

Integrated Nursing Scholarship 
• Nursing

• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

• Singapore Citizen
• Achieve outstanding O-Level results of ELR2B2 of 

10 points and below
• Applied to the nursing course at Nanyang 

Polytechnic (NYP) or Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)
• Good co-curricular activities record and strong 

leadership qualities
• Passion for serving in the public healthcare sector 
• Good communication skills

Post-graduate
• Speech Therapy

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who 
is willing to take up Singapore citizenship

• Good co-curricular activities record and 
strong leadership qualities

• Strong interest to serve in the community
• Good communication skills 
• Possess a good university degree  

(Second Class (Upper) Honours or equivalent)
• Good track record of work achievements  

(if applicable) 

• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance (for overseas study only)
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes 

Administration
• All disciplines such as Business, Accountancy, Economics except 

for Medicine, Dentistry and other healthcare-related disciplines

• Singapore Citizen
• Good co-curricular activities record and 

strong leadership qualities
• Strong interest to serve in the community
• Good communication skills 

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding A-Level results, 

diploma with merit/distinction or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate 
(IB) or NUS high school diploma)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on 

track to graduate with at least Second Class 
(Upper) Honours or equivalent

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Overseas exchange allowance (if applicable)

Mid-Term
• One-time grant as partial coverage for university-related expenses

SINGAPORE 
PUBLIC HEALTHCARE 
SECTOR
All Healthcare Scholarships 
are centrally awarded and 
managed by MOH Holdings 
(MOHH)  on behalf of the 
Singapore Public Healthcare 
Sector.

Community Care Scholarship 
• Physiotherapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Social Work
• Speech Therapy 

Full-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees
• Monthly allowances
• Pre-study allowance
• Return economy airfare (for overseas study only)
• Clinical placement expense (for overseas study only)
• Sponsorship for approved developmental programmes
• Commencement award
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent) 

Mid-Term
• Tuition and compulsory fees (back-payment from year one of study)
• Monthly allowances and sponsorship for approved developmental programmes 

(from the point of award onwards)
• Distinction award (for scholars who graduate with at least Second Class 

(Upper) Honours or equivalent)

Degree Conversion
Same as Community Care Scholarship (Full-Term)
• Salary for Allied Health professionals undertaking degree studies with more 

than one year of work experience in the community setting

• Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident who is 
willing to take up Singapore citizenship

• Good co-curricular activities record and strong 
leadership qualities

• Strong interest to serve in the community 
• Good communication skills 

Full-Term
• Achieve outstanding A-level results (offered at least 

10 academic units), diploma with merit/distinction 
or equivalent qualifications (e.g. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) or NUS high school diploma)

Mid-Term
• Achieve outstanding academic results and on track 

to graduate with at least Second Class (Upper) 
Honours or equivalent

• Have completed at least one semester of study in 
health science disciplines in local universities or 
MOHH-approved overseas universities

Degree Conversion
• Achieve outstanding diploma with merit/distinction 

academic results 

SPH MEDIA LIMITED SPH Jouralism Scholarship                      
• Any disciplines except Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and 

Architecture & Law

Both local and overseas universities

• Singapore Citizen or Singapore PR
• Excellent academic record
• Good CCA and/or NS records
• Interest in news and current affairs
• Enjoys creating engaging multimedia content

Bond Period
• Local: 3-4 years
• Overseas: 3-6 years
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TEXT BY BRYANT CHAN

Making 
cyberspace 
a safer place
Singapore Digital Scholarship 
recipient Hariprasath Mohan 
believes in the transformative 
power of social media  
and technology 

Most parents often complain 
that their children spend too 
much time on Instagram 

or TikTok, but not Mr Hariprasath 
Mohan’s parents.

That is because they understand 
that their son, a computer science 
undergraduate, is not merely keeping 
abreast of the latest trends online, 
but is determined to use social media 
– and technology collectively – as a 
force for good.      

As a Digital Ambassador at 
Infocomm Media Development 
Authority (IMDA)’s SG Digital Office, 
Mr Hariprasath educates the elderly 
on how to safely navigate online 
platforms.

 It is no surprise that his motto is 
“Contributing towards the betterment 
of society” – a personal philosophy 
he has had since he was in secondary 
school. That was when he had his 
first taste of programming through 

 Visit go.gov.sg/
sgdscholarships for 
more information.

Being an SG:D Scholarship recipient 
enables Mr Hariprasath Mohan to 
be part of an extensive network of 
alumni and industry professionals.  
PHOTO: FRENCHESCAR LIM

his school’s infocomm club 
and realised how technology 
could be strategically used 
as a tool to improve people’s 
lives.

 Inspired, he sought out 
programming tutorials online 
to broaden his knowledge, 
eventually joining the 
then-IDA Youth Infocomm 
Ambassadors. Collaborating 
with other Ambassadors also 
allowed him to see the myriad 
possibilities with a career  
in cyber security.

 These positive experiences 
stayed with him throughout 
his cyber security and digital 
forensics studies at Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, inspiring him to 
go for the Singapore Digital 
(SG:D) Scholarship offered  
by IMDA. 

 Depending on the 
type of scholarship, the 
SG:D Scholarship permits 
scholarship recipients to 
serve their bond in any 
organisation after graduation, 
as long as it is in a tech or 
media-related role.
 
BUILDING BRIDGES 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY    
With the SG:D Scholarship, 
Mr Hariprasath hopes to 
further his knowledge in 
cyber security by attending 
overseas technology 
competitions, seminars and 
internships while broadening 
his understanding of the 
tech landscape by working in 
different parts of the world. 

“In the IT field, project work 
and internship experiences 
are just as important as 
grades,” he says. “Having 
the support to pursue 
certifications and overseas 
experience will give me the 
opportunity and flexibility to 
build my industry knowledge.”

Flexibility is exactly what 
SG:D Scholarship recipients 
get, as they can – subject to 
approval – fulfil their bond at 
any company they choose, 
provided they hold a tech- or 
media-related position.

“The scholarship also 
gives me the opportunity 
to do internships with 
IMDA and help deepen my 
understanding of Singapore’s 
tech landscape,” he adds.

Being an SG:D Scholarship 
recipient also means that  
Mr Hariprasath is part of an 
extensive network of alumni 
and industry professionals, 
giving him access to a huge 
array of job opportunities, 
talks and workshops, 
which range from product 
management to artificial 
intelligence to application 
development. That is why the 
SG:D Scholarship appeals to 
him: Having the opportunity 
to try out different things and 
explore specific areas that  
he is interested in.

“There is something for 
everyone,” he says.

Scholars’ Choice 2022: Part 2

The scholarship also 
gives me the opportunity 

to do internships with IMDA 
and help deepen my 

understanding of Singapore’s 
tech landscape.

MR 
HARIPR A SATH 

MOHAN 
Singapore Digital 

Scholarship 
recipient
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