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From nurturing youth to protecting 
the country and the environment, this 
new generation of change-makers is 
building a safer, greener and more 
caring tomorrow 
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DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
(DSP) JOSHUA JESUDASON

Commanding Officer of Queenstown Neighbourhood Police Centre

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Beating criminals
at their game
One of the youngest Commanding Officers  
            in the Singapore Police Force,  
                       DSP Joshua Jesudason is at the  
                               forefront of efforts to counter  
                                    new borderless cyber threats

SPF is diverse, and there is a sense 
of conviction that is symbolised by 

the uniform that officers wear.

S tay safe from scams… and 
stand a chance to win a 
wireless speaker, an air fryer, 

a blender or birds’ nest? 
No, you are not being played. 

In the “Spot the Signs, Stop the 
Crimes” game on Shopee Prizes, 
shoppers answer questions on 
a variety of scams prevalent in 
Singapore, and are rewarded with 
Shopee coins, vouchers, and more.

Launched in October last year, the 
in-app game – the first gamification 
project for scam education on a 
major e-commerce platform – now 
reaches about 11,000 players daily. 
The interactive game was produced 
by a Singapore Police Force (SPF) 
team that Deputy Superintendent 
of Police (DSP) Joshua Jesudason, 
Commanding Officer of Queenstown 
Neighbourhood Police Centre, was 
part of. 

“We did this in the form of a quiz-
based game to create an element of 
challenge and competition, which 
adds interest to what may otherwise 
be repetitive advisories from the 
Police. SPF will continue to explore 
novel ways to strengthen the public’s 
resilience against scammers,” says 
DSP Jesudason.

Ahead of the curve
With cyber criminals becoming 
smarter and more devious, 
officers have to come up with 
creative solutions to deter them 
and remain one step ahead. 
The Shopee scam game was 
particularly effective at educating 
a younger, more tech‑savvy 
generation that remains vulnerable 
to online scams.

Reaching youth in Singapore is 
close to DSP Jesudason’s heart. 

At 28 years old, he is one of the 
youngest Commanding Officers in 
the SPF. He joined the Force in 2017, 
and five years on, he now oversees 
the Queenstown Neighbourhood 
Police Centre (NPC). There, he 
is in charge of keeping law and 
order within his jurisdiction, and 
also closely monitors and provides 
guidance to his officers.

ACADEMIC AND CAREER MILESTONES 

 Scan here for more information on the 
Singapore Police Force Scholarship.

DSP Joshua 
Jesudason 
relishes the 
challenge of 
keeping the 
SPF relevant 
and trusted 
by society 
in changing 
times. PHOTO: 
SPH MEDIA/
FRENCHESCAR 
LIM

DSP Jesudason 
was part of a 
team that came 
up with the very 
first Shopee-
government 
nationwide 
collaboration 
on scams.
IMAGE: 
SINGAPORE 
POLICE FORCE

by providing them with fresh 
perspectives, and helping to 
brainstorm ways for them to upskill 
through training and exposure to 
new types of work. 

“While the demand for law and 
order is inelastic, the means by 
which it is achieved has evolved over 
time. Officers cannot remain static, 
but have to be agile and adaptive.”

In particular, DSP Jesudason 
finds it deeply gratifying to be 
able to help officers who are 
experiencing challenges, or to 
help them seize new opportunities 
to excel. 

“Officers often express their 
gratitude in their own ways. These 
are small reminders that my efforts 
are appreciated and that I can 
make an impact on the lives of 
others,” he says.

Levelling up
DSP Jesudason, who holds both 
the President’s Scholarship and The 
Singapore Police Force Scholarship, 
decided to apply for a public service 
scholarship after his A levels as 
he knew that he would be most 
suited for a career in the uniformed 

services. He enjoys being in the 
highly disciplined environments a 
uniformed service offers. 

As his parents work in the social 
work and mental healthcare sector, 
serving in the SPF appealed to him 
the most as the work did not feel 
too distant from social reality and 
kept him on his toes. 

He explains: “While the work 
can be emotionally taxing and 
physically tiring, it is also deeply 
fulfilling. SPF is diverse, and there 
is a sense of conviction that is 
symbolised by the uniform that 
officers wear. I believe that the unity 
is rooted in deeply-held beliefs, 
which is why friendships in the 
Force form so quickly, even in the 
face of challenges.”

The SPF Scholarship gave DSP 
Jesudason the opportunity to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in history 
and politics at Oxford University, 
and thereafter a master’s degree in 
conflict studies at the London School 
of Economics.

“Reading history and politics 
at Oxford taught me how to think 
critically and gave me more 
confidence to develop my own 

views. It also helped me develop the 
practice of exploring new ideas and 
processes, which I have applied to 
my work as a Commanding Officer,” 
he notes.

Such a growth mindset is key 
in the new era of policing. While 
safety and security are necessary 
preconditions for a stable and 
prosperous Singapore, new 
disruptors, such as borderless cyber 
threats, have emerged.

DSP Jesudason points out that 
the SPF is constantly developing its 
competencies to remain relevant 
and to stay ahead of the curve in 
today’s rapidly changing world. For 
instance, it is now able to seize 
bank accounts to stop criminal 
transactions much more quickly 
than in the past, through close 
collaboration with banks. 

The SPF’s digital forensics 
capabilities have also greatly 
improved, allowing officers to better 
detect and seize digital evidence. 
Even its officers, regardless of 
age, are savvier in handling digital 
evidence, and ensuring that it 
is preserved – and seized – for 
investigations. 

And as Singapore’s social fabric 
evolves with time, DSP Jesudason 
believes the SPF will continue to adapt 
to keep itself relevant and maintain 
high levels of public trust.

He says: “Balancing necessary 
change, and yet staying committed 
to our strong fundamentals is no 
easy feat. Nevertheless, it is a 
challenge that I relish.”

He also studies crime trends and 
explores new ways that the NPC 
can reduce crime. These come in 
the form of closer collaboration 
with community partners, such as 
Shopee, to project police presence, 
and encouraging stakeholder 
vigilance against common offences.

Much of his time is also spent 
overseeing officers’ training. He 
charts their professional growth, and 
ensures that they maximise their 
potential. While some may perceive 
his years of service as a disadvantage, 
DSP Jesudason notes that authority 
stems from competence and service – 
not seniority. 

He points out: “Many of my 
officers have been in the Force 
longer than I have, but I strive to 
add value to their career planning 

2011-2012 2013-2017 2017-2018 2018-2020 2021-Present2020-2021

A levels at ACJC, 
valedictorian, 6 
A-level distinctions. 
Awarded President’s 
Scholarship and The 
Singapore Police 
Force Scholarship

BA in history and politics, 
Oxford University 
(Double First Class 
Honours), elected James 
Gay Scholar in Modern 
History at Balliol College, 
Oxford; MSc in conflict 
studies, London School of 
Economics (Distinction)

Trainee at Police 
Training Command 

Investigation 
Officer in General 
Crime, and 
subsequently 
Commercial 
Crime at Central 
Police Division

Strategic 
Planning Officer 
(Development) 
at Training 
and Capability 
Development 
Department 

Commanding 
Officer, Queenstown 
Neighbourhood 
Police Centre  

SPFSPF
The Singapore Police Force 
Scholarship is awarded by the 
Public Service Commission to 
candidates with outstanding 
academic performance and 
leadership qualities. Scholars will 
continue on their learning journeys 
in world-renowned universities 
which provide intellectually, 
socially and personally enriching 
programmes. Upon returning to 
Singapore, they will be involved in 
shaping policies to address issues 
on public law and order, and play 
an integral role in protecting our 
country and the community. 

SCHOLARSHIP
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Seizing the best of 
university years

and networking sessions. 
This was on top of the 

regular coursework he needed 
to complete his Bachelor 
of Engineering in Systems 
Engineering (ElectroMechanical 
Systems), which has since been 
renamed Bachelor of Engineering 
with Honours in Mechatronics 
Systems, a joint degree offered 
by SIT and DigiPen Institute of 
Technology Singapore (DigiPen). 

Nurturing a love for math
Engineering was a natural choice 
for the math whiz who is good 
with numbers. Since he had 
already acquired a diploma in 
international business at Ngee 
Ann Polytechnic, he wanted 
to gain technical skills such as 
programming and take a course 
where he could nurture his love 
for math. His degree programme 
gave him all that and more.

“We were taught to see through 
a project from start to finish and 
from top to bottom,” he explains. 

“Our natural sciences and 
computer science modules were 
taught by DigiPen, where we 
learnt the fundamentals of how 
to translate math into machines, 
while the SIT modules focus on 
the macro engineering disciplines 
such as system architecture, 
design and project management.” 

Degree programmes offered at 
SIT are targeted at growth sectors 
of Singapore’s economy, such 
as healthcare, food technology, 
infocomm technology and 
engineering. 

SIT’s focus on applied learning 
involves a variety of teaching 
methodologies – such as 
experiential learning – which gives 
students the opportunity to work 
on real-world challenges.

Mr Kee is grateful that his 

education has not only equipped 
him with relevant technical skills, 
but also provided a diverse range 
of opportunities that challenged 
him to learn and grow.

He strives to be a role model 
to help future students – and 
his participation as a SITizen 
ambassador and student leader 
allows him to do just that, 
together with other scholars in  
his cohort.

“The SITizen spirit is about 
building a community,” he 
says. “Even though my fellow 
scholars and I are from different 
programmes and campuses, we 
have built strong bonds.”

Now that he has embarked on 
his career as a graduate associate 
with DBS, he is excited at all the 
possibilities that come with  
his job. 

He joined the bank in July 
last year under their Skill 
Enhancement Education & 
Development (SEED) programme 
which he came to know about 
through SIT. The 24-month 
programme offered by the bank 
aims to train fresh graduates 
working in technology roles. 

For the fresh graduate, it 
was an opportunity to integrate 
both his business diploma and 
engineering degree.

“Start working on bettering 
yourself, your grades and your 
community. A scholarship may 
eventually come your way,” says 
the SIT scholar.

M r Malcolm Kee is among 
the first batch of SITizen 
ambassadors who get to 

represent the Singapore Institute 
of Technology (SIT) at institutional, 
public and industry partner events.

He also assisted with the 
university’s open house in 2020 
and represented SIT at a Lunar 
New Year reception at the Istana 
as well as at a roadshow that was 
part of the Punggol Digital District 
masterplan, among many other 
academic outreach events. 

“Having been appointed to 
represent SIT at events with 
VIPs – either as a host, guest or 
emcee – I have gotten better at 
public speaking,” he says.

Looking back, the 26-year-old 
would not have joined these 
activities if he had not missed 
the opportunity to apply for a 
scholarship in his first year. 

He initially felt that his grades at 
polytechnic were not good enough 
to be considered for a scholarship, 
so he channelled his efforts into 
his studies and co-curricular 
activities which paid off – he did 
well academically and joined the 
SIT Scuba Diving Club where he 
became president.

In his second year, he became 
a teaching assistant, and the 
professor encouraged him to apply 
for the SIT Mid-Term Scholarship. 

“Despite the rigours of my 
programme, it was still possible 
to perform both academically 
and holistically,” he says. “I hoped 
that by keeping up with the 
requirements of my scholarship, it 
would inspire underclassmen to 
aim for these opportunities too.”

Scholars like Mr Kee gain access 
to the SIT Scholar Engagement 
Programme, a series of specially 
curated programmes and activities 
that include leadership workshops 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
sit-scholarship/
for more information.

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/CAROLINE CHIA

From being school ambassador to scuba diving club president, 
this SIT scholar aims to be a role model to other students

By Audrey Ang
I hoped that 
by keeping 
up with the 

requirements of 
my scholarship, 
it would inspire 
underclassmen 

to aim for these 
opportunities too.

MR MALCOLM KEE
Recipient of the SIT 
Mid-Term Scholarship

PART: 1

SCHOLARS’
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MR ALOYSIUS THUM
Recipient of the Ministry of Home Affairs Uniformed Scholarship

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

borders safe
Singapore’s

Keeping This Ministry of Home Affairs 
Uniformed Scholarship 
recipient protects his 
country, family and loved 
ones through his work

The idea that my family and loved ones are safe 
because of the work I do resonates with me. MHA and 
ICA provide me with a dynamic and challenging career 

that is meaningful and serves the greater good.

M any people associate the 
Immigration & Checkpoints 
Authority (ICA) with the 

issuance of passports and identity 
cards, but its responsibilities go far.

The agency and its officers are 
responsible for securing Singapore’s 
borders – a duty Mr Aloysius Thum 
upholds every day. The 26-year-old 
is currently serving as Team Leader 
at the Woodlands Integrated 
Operations Centre at Woodlands 
Checkpoint, one of the world’s 
busiest border crossings. 

Priorities include protecting 
Singapore’s borders from the illegal 
movement of weapons, drugs, 
contraband and people.  

“Our borders are the first and 
last line of defence for these 
syndicates entering and coming 
through Singapore. Having effective 
border security is not only essential 
in ensuring the safe and secure 
clearance of goods, passengers 
and conveyances, but it also acts 
as a strong deterrent against 
transnational crime, ensuring the 
security of both Singapore and the 
region,” says Mr Thum. 

What ICA does also ensures 
that Singapore stays connected 
to the outside world through 
facilitating the movement of 
people and goods, he adds. In 
fact, ICA’s remit covers everyone’s 
life – from cradle to grave – from 
the issuance of birth certificates 

Mr Aloysius Thum, a Ministry of Home Affairs Uniformed Scholarship recipient, is now a Team Leader at the Woodlands Checkpoint. PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/ FRENCHESCAR LIM

At the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority, Mr Thum ensures safe and secure movement of 
people, conveyances and goods across Singapore’s borders. PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

It was his experience as a St 
John Corps Staff Officer that first 
showed him the meaning of being 
a leader and inculcated in him the 
values of giving back to society 
and community.

Since joining the ICA in 2021,  
Mr Thum has found that it is leading 
a team of up to 30 officers that he 
finds most rewarding. “The best part 
of my job is working with my group 
of dedicated officers. They are also 
the reason why I push myself to give 
my best in what I do.” 

ICA officers can experience 
different deployments across both 
staff and ground postings such as 
being posted to the Land, Air or Sea 
domains, the Service Centres or staff 
units at ICA headquarters.

Such a system ensures new 
officers experience various postings, 
allowing them to fully understand 
ICA as a whole and enable them to 
make impactful contributions.

For students considering their 
future career options, Mr Thum 
suggests looking beyond prestige 
and pay packages, and consider 
the different opportunities the 
organisation can provide in the 
long run.

“It’s also important that your 
values and the things you believe in 
are aligned with the organisation’s 
goals and values,” says Mr Thum.

“The idea that my family and loved 
ones are safe because of the work 
I do resonates with me. MHA and 
ICA provide me with a dynamic and 
challenging career that is meaningful 
and serves the greater good.” 

Depending on your interests 
and aspirations, this scholarship 
will allow you to kick-start your 
leadership journey as a uniformed 
officer in one of these five Home 
Team departments, namely 
Singapore Police Force, Singapore 
Civil Defence Force, Immigration 
& Checkpoints Authority, 
Singapore Prison Service and 
Central Narcotics Bureau, or as a 
paramedic with the Singapore Civil 
Defence Force.

EXCELLENT 
INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

As a Ministry of Home Affairs 
uniformed scholar, Mr Aloysius 
Thum had the opportunity to 
serve internships at Immigration & 
Checkpoints Authority (ICA) and gain 
insights into various departments 
within the agency. 

His first attachment, for example, 
was at Changi Airport Terminal 4 
a few months before it opened in 
2017. He was part of a team running 
trials, stress-testing the immigration 
clearance systems and facilitating 
the familiarisation of new facilities 
for ICA officers.

“When Terminal 4 was officially 
open in October 2017, I felt a great 
sense of satisfaction,” he says.

After that first attachment, he 
served other internship stints with 
the ICA during his undergraduate 
days, followed by a six-month training 
programme when he officially joined 
the agency after graduation. 

Grateful for these experiences, 
he says: “They eased me into my 
role as a Team Leader and allowed 
me to appreciate the challenges 
our officers at ICA have to face, 
both at the micro and macro levels. 
These insights enabled me to act as 
a bridge between the ground and 
management, articulate these issues 
and find solutions to resolve them.”

MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS
MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS

UNIFORMED
SCHOLARSHIP

and strategies adopted, and the 
implications for national and 
cross‑border security issues.

“Once we better understand 
how these organisations work, we 
can develop strategic policies to 
counteract them,” Mr Thum explains.

“This is very close to my work at the 
borders where we have to understand 
the evolving tactics of smugglers 
so as to counter new smuggling 
attempts,” he adds, giving a glimpse 
into the day-to-day operations at the 
Woodlands Checkpoint.  

In today’s digital age, smart 
technology is changing border 
control systems. ICA’s more recent 
advancements include using 
video analytics and live tracking 
technology at the Woodlands and 
Tuas Checkpoints, providing officers 
with tactical and decision support 
tools to respond to incidents such as 
armed attacks and bomb threats. 

Learning new technologies is 
part of the job and ensures that 
Mr Thum is constantly upgrading 
his skills. “That’s what makes the job 
so exciting!” he says.

What it takes to be a leader
Mr Thum leads a team that includes 
officers who have more years of 
experience than him. The trust that 
is placed in him is not lost on the 
young officer, who recognises that it 
is not common for a new graduate to 
assume a leadership role so soon. 

In fact, it could take years, if not 
decades, for an executive to work up 
to a supervisory or managerial level 
overseeing a large team.

“Being a team leader is about 
how you value-add to your officers, 
being able to provide insight and 
help them do their job well,” says 
Mr Thum, who served in the St John 
Ambulance Brigade from secondary 
school through university. 

and identity cards to passports and 
death certificates.

“This makes a posting at ICA a 
very unique job opportunity because 
the agency covers many aspects of 
life in Singapore,” he says.

Combating transnational crime
A recipient of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) Uniformed Scholarship, 
he graduated from the Public Policy 
and Global Affairs direct honours 
degree programme at the Nanyang 
Technological University in 2021. 

The programme covers the 
interdisciplinary studies of politics, 
international relations, public 
administration and public policy.

For his undergraduate thesis, 
he delved into the workings of 
terrorist networks, the mindset 

 The MHA Uniformed 
Scholarship application 
closes on Mar 15, 2023.  

Scan here to find out more.
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This ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute scholar delves into history 
to help us better understand events in today’s world

By Olivia Ho

For most, history is merely 
something found only in old, 
dusty tomes. However, for 

Ms Nadirah Norruddin, the study 
of history is inextricable from its 
resonance with the present. 

“History is not just about the 
past; its relevance can also be 
carried into the future,” says  
Ms Nadirah. 

The 31-year-old’s passion for 
history started in junior college, 
where her teachers taught her not 
to approach the subject by simply 

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

Connecting the past 
with the presentI hope to 

increase 
awareness of 
the diversity in 
the Malay world, 
as well as its 
rich culture and 
traditions.

MS NADIRAH NORRUDDIN
Recipient of the Tun Dato Sir 
Cheng-Lock Tan MA Scholarship Visit scholarschoice.

com.sg/scholarship/
tun-dato-sir-cheng-
lock-tan-ma-
scholarship for  
more information.

PART: 1
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memorising content. Instead, she 
learnt how analysing past events 
could reveal their long-lasting 
impact on today’s world. 

“For instance, much of what 
happened this past year, such as 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
is built on long-standing power 
dynamics from the years following 
the Cold War,” she says. 

This interest in history and how 
it can impact lives in the present 
led her to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in history at the National 

University of Singapore and 
subsequently a master’s in 
Languages and Cultures of 
Southeast Asia at the University 
of Hamburg in Germany.

Her overseas studies were 
sponsored by the Tun Dato Sir 
Cheng-Lock Tan MA Scholarship 
that was awarded to her in 2019.   

Today, after having fulfilled 
her bond since acquiring her 
master’s in 2021, Ms Nadirah 
now works as a research officer 
at the Regional Social and 
Cultural Studies department  
of ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute 
(ISEAS).

Her first job after graduating 
from NUS was as an assistant 
curator at the Malay Heritage 
Centre. She went on to be 
an associate librarian at the 
National Library Board, where 
her work sparked further 
curiosity about Singapore and its 
South-east Asian connections. 

Invaluable resources
She chose to do her master’s 
in South-east Asian studies in 
Europe partly because of the 
proximity to resources such as 
the British Library in London 
and the Bibliothèque nationale 
de France in Paris.

“They have an extensive 
number of manuscripts on the 
Malay world that would have 
been useful for my research,” 
she says. “Many of these items 
have not been digitised or 
analysed. These are treasures 
that can provide further insight 
into the region’s history.” 

She eventually decided on 
the Languages and Cultures 
of Southeast Asia master’s 
programme at the University 
of Hamburg because it 
focused on both history and 
contemporary events.

“It included interdisciplinary 
studies that would allow me 
to delve into different aspects 
of South-east Asia that I had 
not considered previously, 
such as modules about urban 
transport, social media and 
food history.”

Like many students, the 
Covid-19 pandemic affected 
Ms Nadirah’s studies from 2019 
to 2021. It jeopardised her 
semester abroad which would 
have taken place at Leiden 
University in the Netherlands, 
the library archives of which 
she had hoped to explore. 

Nevertheless, she powered 
through the lockdowns, having 
outdoor get-togethers with 
friends in public parks and 
tweaking her thesis topic to 
suit her research constraints. 

Moral policing in the digital age
She wound up writing her 
dissertation on the moral 
policing of Muslim women in 
1900s Malaya while seeking 
to connect this historical 
context with the current age 
and to assess the extent 
of technology’s role in 
determining the position of 
women in society. 

“Although there have been 
vast structural improvements 
since the 1900s, women are 
still subjected to many forms 
of discrimination in other 
ways. For instance, women 
are scrutinised no matter 
what they choose to wear and 
what they choose to do – for 
example, if they decide to 
focus on their careers or be 
homemakers,” she explains. 

“In the digital age, moral 
vigilantism has taken on a new 
face via popular platforms such 
as Instagram and TikTok. The 
moral police now comprise 
common netizens who are 
hegemonising the parameters 
of public morality.” 

Besides editing articles on 
the research institute’s outreach 
and publications website 
(fulcrum.sg), she also helps 
to organise events such as a 
recent workshop titled Emerging 
Muslim Lifestyles In Maritime 
Southeast Asia: Impact On 
Multicultural Societies.

She juggled organising duties 
with co-presenting a paper 
of her own, titled Marketing A 
“Muslim Lifestyle” In Singapore: 
The Case Of Islamic-Inspired 
Products In Kampong Gelam. 

“I hope to increase awareness 
of the diversity in the Malay 
world, as well as its rich culture 
and traditions,” she says.
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Industry veteran shares insights on 
emerging tech tools and how SGRail 
scholars can thrive in the transport arena

By Mary Wu

Even after two decades in 
the industry, Mr Lee Yam 
Lim still has fire in his belly. 

The 52-year-old engineer 
says what keeps him going is 
a strong sense of mission to 
ensure that rail lines are safe 
and reliable for commuters.

With a bachelor’s degree 
in computer technology 
from Nanyang Technological 
University, Mr Lee is a 
registered chartered engineer in 
railway engineering, accredited 
by the Institution of Engineers 
in Singapore. 

In October 2019, he was  
appointed as head of rail 
engineering for the Downtown 
Line (DTL) at SBS Transit Ltd 
and, as of May 2022, also took 
the helm as head of the DTL. 
He joined the company in 1999 
and has accumulated over two 
decades of experience.

Since the first Mass Rapid 
Transit (MRT) stations opened 
in 1987, Singapore’s rail network 
has recorded many firsts. For 
instance, the North East Line 
was the world’s first fully 
automated underground MRT 
line when it launched in 2003.

Another notable engineering 
feat was the temporary 
diversion of the Singapore 
River during construction to 
facilitate the linking of the 
Fort Canning and Chinatown 
stations as part of the DTL, 
which services residential 
areas such as Bukit Panjang, 
Bukit Timah, MacPherson and 
Bedok Reservoir.

Early detection
Compared with the early days,  
rail engineers now have more  
advanced tools at their disposal. 

However, having the right 
mindset remains important, 
says Mr Lee, as they have to be 
prepared to work nights and 
get their hands dirty to keep 
the wheels of the rail system 
turning smoothly like a well-
oiled machine. 

He likens rail network 
maintenance to taking care 
of one’s body; staying healthy 
is an ongoing process. That 
is where technology can help 
with predictive maintenance 
and condition monitoring.

Citing the example of a new 
battery monitoring system that 
automatically captures and 
uploads data, he says staff can 
easily extract and analyse the 
information to detect early 
signs of deterioration in battery 
cells, as compared with manual 
testing previously. 

There are also applications 
of data analytics such as 
monitoring water pump activity 
in the underground tunnels; 
accurately identifying the type 
of preventive maintenance 
needed on the rolling stock 
(trains); and optimising energy 
consumption using sensors.  

Embracing new ideas
Mr Lee is encouraged by the 
new generation of rail engineers 
he is mentoring. Among them 
are bright young minds who are 
on the Singapore Rail (SGRail) 
Industry Scholarship.

He explains that he is always 
inspired by the refreshing 
insights and ideas that the 
scholars bring to the table 
to explore ways whereby the 
safety and efficiency of the rail 
industry can be improved.

“I like their initiative, their 
interest to learn, their curiosity 
and their ability to figure out 
solutions,” he says. 

Mr Lee also shares that 
dedicated and talented 
engineers are required to 
support our extensive rail 
system and the expansion of 
Singapore’s transport network 
with new rail lines. 

With the SGRail Industry 
Scholarship, recipients 
will get the opportunity to 
participate in the ongoing 
infrastructure projects. 

The SGRail Industry 
Scholarship is offered by the 
Land Transport Authority (LTA), 
in partnership with SBS Transit 
Ltd and SMRT Corporation Ltd.

SGRail scholars are on 
an accelerated career path 
and can request a rotation 

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

New innovations 
to power  
your journeys

This is a family 
with whom 
you work 
and develop 
yourself.

MR LEE YAM LIM
Head of Downtown Line and Downtown 
Line Engineering at SBS Transit Ltd

to different departments. 
There are also secondment 
opportunities with LTA.  

“When the SGRail scholars 
join us, it is more than just a 
career. This is a family with 
whom you work and develop 
yourself,” says Mr Lee.

Accelerate your growth
The SGRail Industry 
Scholarship offers an 
excellent opportunity for 
scholars to take the first 
step in their journey to build 
and shape the future of the 
rail industry in Singapore. 

As SGRail Industry 
scholars, you will be 
exposed to projects in the 
Land Transport Authority, 
and SBS Transit Ltd or 
SMRT Corporation Ltd 
through a structured 
developmental programme.

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/provider/sbs-
transit-ltd-sbst-smrt-
corporation-ltd-smrt 
for more information.
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Gaming buff levels up to start 
game development studio

style third-person shooter game 
currently in development which 
features Web 3.0 technology like 
blockchain and non-fungible 
tokens (NFTs). 

Mr Fadzuli grew up with both 
traditional role-playing games like 
Dungeons & Dragons as well as 
video games on consoles like the 
Sega Mega Drive. Fond memories 
of bonding with his friends and 
family through games as a child 
motivated him to create similar 
experiences for those who play 
his company’s games, which all 
feature a multiplayer aspect.

“I loved gaming from a young 
age, but I never expected it to 
become my career,” he says.

When it all began
Mr Fadzuli knew he wanted to do 
creative work, so he signed up 
for some programming and 
film photography courses after 
completing his National Service. 

He then pursued an IT course 
at Nanyang Polytechnic but 
switched to a game development 
course which was launched in 
his second year. In polytechnic, 
he also discovered that Carnegie 
Mellon University offered a 
master’s degree in entertainment 
technology, so he later applied 
and secured a place there.

When it came to funding, 
Mr Fadzuli knew he would be 
able to study abroad only if 
he secured a scholarship as 
he did not want to burden his 
parents financially. 

At the suggestion of one of 
his lecturers, he applied for 
a scholarship offered by the 
Media Development Authority 
(MDA), now called the Infocomm 
Media Development Authority 

(IMDA). He was awarded 
the scholarship in 2007 and 
later served his bond with ST 
Electronics as a game engineer.

Mr Fadzuli says his time 
abroad allowed him to meet, 
collaborate with and be inspired 
by many passionate people 
working in various aspects of 
the entertainment industry, from 
music and film to theme parks 
and, of course, video games.

He adds: “I learnt that technical 
ability is only one half of the 
equation when developing games 
with others. You have to work 
well with others in order to 
communicate ideas.”

Mr Fadzuli also met other 
recipients of the scholarship, who 
remain his friends to this day.

The industry scholarship, now 
known as the Singapore Digital 
(SG Digital) Scholarship, offers 
recipients the flexibility to chart 
their own tech- or media-related 
path and serve their bond in 
any organisation and industry of 
their choice, subject to approval 
by IMDA. 

He tries to encourage an 
interest in programming and 
technology among his young 
nieces and nephews who 
are curious about his game 
development career.

“Tech is a very interesting 
sector to be a part of because 
it is ultimately about finding 
solutions to problems,” he says.

“We need more people who 
understand technology, and 
who can code and create new 
products and features. There are 
many opportunities in tech to 
break new ground.”

W ho would win in a fight 
between Frozone from 
The Incredibles and Elsa 

from Frozen? What about Mulan 
versus Moana, or Buzz Lightyear 
against Wreck-It Ralph?

Thanks to Singapore-based 
game studio Mighty Bear Games, 
Disney and Pixar fans can find out 
in the multi-platform Apple Arcade 
game, Disney Melee Mania, in 
which two teams of three players 
each do battle in a virtual arena 
using their favourite characters.

Mr Fadzuli Said, who has a 
master’s degree in entertainment 
technology from Carnegie Mellon 
University in the US, is the 
co-founder and chief technology 
officer of Mighty Bear Games. He 
says it is a huge achievement for 
his company to be approached by 
Apple to develop the crossover 
brawler game and be entrusted 
with so many iconic characters.

“We learnt a lot about how to 
work with world-class intellectual 
properties and collaborate with 
the teams at Disney and Pixar to 
get the characters right,” he says.

Before co-founding Mighty Bear 
Games, Mr Fadzuli, 40, had worked 
for King, the game studio known 
for creating the Candy Crush Saga 
series of tile-matching games.

When King was acquired by 
gaming giant Activision Blizzard in 
2016, the company consolidated 
its game development teams in 
Europe and closed its Singapore 
studio. That was when Mr Fadzuli 
and a group of fellow developers 
decided to start their own 
company: Mighty Bear Games. 

Disney Melee Mania, released 
in December 2021, is the studio’s 
fourth game. Its fifth title, Mighty 
Action Heroes is a battle royale-

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
sgd-scholarship-
undergraduate
for more information.

The recipient of the SG Digital Scholarship by Infocomm Media Development 
Authority has turned his childhood passion into a job he loves

By Rei Kurohi

Tech is a very 
interesting sector 

to be a part of 
because it is 

ultimately about 
finding solutions 

to problems.

MR FADZULI SAID
Recipient of SG Digital 
Scholarship by Infocomm 
Media Development Authority
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top-tier scholarship that is only 
awarded to a select few every year. 

Among the scholarship’s many 
benefits, the guarantee of a 
Student Exchange Programme 
with a partner university was 
one of the things that caught  
Ms Hu’s attention.

An eye-opening experience
In particular, she was 
determined to participate in the 
NUS Overseas Colleges (NOC) 
programme, a study-abroad 
curriculum that is heavily 
focused on entrepreneurship. 
NOC participants get to choose 
from one of 16 locations around 
the world.

Ms Hu has her sights firmly 
set on one place: Silicon Valley 
in California, a region known as 
the world’s technology hub. She 
is scheduled to go for her NOC 
programme in her third year.

“We can learn from them, 
find out what they think and 
bring something useful back to 
Singapore,” shares Ms Hu, about 
the heart of technology.

“Going to a different country, 
learning about its working culture 
and seeing how different  
it is from here will give you a 
much broader perspective.”

Ms Hu was inspired to 
seek a broader perspective 
after doing a 10-month stint 
with the Youth Corps Leaders 
programme in Singapore that 
had her volunteering with 
underprivileged households.

She passed by these homes 
on her way to church every week, 
but it was not until she started 
her work with Youth Corps 
Singapore that she discovered 
the everyday realities of the 
people living in the area. 

She recalls looking away in 
shame as some of the young 
people told her that they walked 
an hour to get to school – rain or 
shine – because they could not 
afford to take public transport. 

“These teenagers were just 
14 or 15 years old, but they were 
living such starkly different lives 
from mine,” she says. “I saw how 
helpless they were. It made me 
want to do something for them.” 

Ms Hu aspires to use her 
experiences overseas, coupled 
with her knowledge of economics, 
to one day influence existing 
government financial aid policies. 
In doing so, she hopes that 
underprivileged families can 
better utilise these avenues and 
take advantage of funding that is 
available to them.

As an NUS Global Merit 
scholar, she finds herself on  
track to make a difference and 
looks forward to meeting other  
like-minded scholars. 

“Don’t hesitate to apply for  
the scholarship,” says Ms Hu.  
“The important thing to know is 
what you are passionate about 
and why you want it.

“Above all, just be true to 
yourself. You won’t regret it.” 

NUS’s good mix of courses and internship opportunities in 
Silicon Valley make the NUS Global Merit Scholarship stand out

By Bryant Chan
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Going to a 
different country, 
learning about its 
working culture 
and seeing how 
different it is from 
here will give you 
a much broader 
perspective.

Recipient of the NUS 
Global Merit Scholarship

MS HU TONGYU

A fter graduating from 
Dunman High School in 
2021, Ms Hu Tongyu found 

herself at a crossroads.
She had received acceptances 

to three major local universities 
with accompanying scholarships 
– all of which would relieve her 
from her part-time jobs and allow 
her to focus solely on her studies.

However, it did not take long 
for the 19-year-old to decide 
on the National University of 
Singapore (NUS). The Bachelor 
of Science (Honours) with Major 
in Data Science and Economics 
Cross-Disciplinary Programme 
offered under the NUS College of 
Humanities and Sciences really 
piqued her interest. 

“There are many good reasons 
why data science and economics 
are put together in such a way,” 
says the first-year student.

From her point of view, a pure 
economics degree can be overly 
theoretical and she believes 
that economics should not be 
isolated from statistics. With 
NUS’s blend of data science and 
economics, she thought their 
academic programme struck a 
good balance, which was what 
convinced her to pursue it.

The school’s flexibility in course 
curriculum also allows her to take 
a minor in entrepreneurship – a 
field that she hopes to explore in 
the future.   

What made the offer even more 
attractive was the NUS Global 
Merit Scholarship, the university’s 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
nus-global-merit-
scholarship
for more information.

Drawn to economics 
and data science
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Designing a greener future 
for the maritime sector

trading nation are safeguarded,”  
he explains.

Even as the climate crisis gains 
urgency, Mr Luqman remains 
optimistic about the future.

“Singapore is a small country 
but has an outsized influence 
as a regional maritime hub,” he 
observes. “What we do for the 
environment plays a huge role 
in pioneering these technologies 
for South-east Asia and beyond. 
The standards and technology we 
use for decarbonisation can also 
be adopted in many sectors to 
accelerate the process.

“Given that the maritime 
industry contributes to three per 
cent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, I believe my generation 
plays a crucial role in locking in 
the right values and direction 
for collective efforts towards 
decarbonisation. We owe this  
to our future generations.” 

Racing against time
During an exchange programme at 
the University of Oslo in Norway, 
he was impressed by how quickly 
Norway has moved towards 
electrification – from driving to 
shipping – to reduce the carbon 
intensity of their activities.

Mr Luqman had previously 
interned at the Singapore branch 
of Yara International ASA, a 
Norwegian fertiliser company 
which designed the world’s first 
electric autonomous commercial 
ship to efficiently transport 
fertiliser between ports. 

His own undergraduate 
research into climate action has 
found that state policies play a 
strong role in funding, incentivising 
and developing environmental 
initiatives such as cleaner fuels 
and more efficient shipping. 

“Businesses will always 

consider the cost factor when 
implementing green policy,” he 
says. “Sometimes they need a little 
push, either with the stick or the 
carrot. In Singapore, we employ 
both to move things along.

“In the last few years, we have 
been investing in more green 
initiatives like the smart energy 
grid and electric vehicles. We are 
moving in the right direction. But 
we don’t have a lot of time and 
there is a lot to do.” 

Using green technology 
Having graduated in November 
2022, Mr Luqman is looking 
forward to embarking on an 
exciting career with MPA. 

“With its well-connected 
network of industry and 
government partners, MPA can 
provide the platform and guidance 
for me to contribute to the 
industry in green technology. I 
look forward to developing skill 
sets such as data analytics and 
negotiation to understand and 
shape industry trends,” he says. 

“Decarbonisation is a new and 
developing space in the maritime 
industry. With my training and 
research, MPA is where I can 
make the most impact to 
help Singapore reduce carbon 
emissions in shipping. I would 
be proud if I could say my work 
contributed to a better Singapore 
and a better world.”

MPA Mid-Term Scholarship recipient wants to help 
Singapore cut carbon emissions at sea

By Lin Jiasheng

With my training 
and research, 
MPA is where I 
can make the most 
impact to help 
Singapore reduce 
carbon emissions 
in shipping.

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

Recipient of the MPA 
Mid-Term Scholarship

MR LUQMAN HAKIM

When he was a child, 
Mr Luqman Hakim’s 
paternal and maternal 

grandfathers would regale him 
with stories about their jobs. 
One used to work as a deckhand 
repairing and maintaining ships 
berthed at the Sembawang 
Wharves while the other served  
as a police officer during the 
colonial era.

These stories explain his long-
held interests in public service as 
well as the marine sector. He finally 
decided on a public sector career 
during National Service where he 
was posted as a Rota Commander 
at Yishun Fire Station.

“From speaking with various 
colleagues within the public 
sector and seeing how different 
ministries cooperate to deliver 
quality public services, I was 
motivated to join them too,” says 
Mr Luqman, 25, who has a diploma 
in aeronautical engineering from 
Singapore Polytechnic.

In 2019, he enrolled in the 
Public Policy and Global Affairs 
degree programme at Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU). In 
his third year, he applied for and 
was awarded the MPA (Maritime 
and Port Authority of Singapore) 
Mid-Term Scholarship.

“My degree programme is quite 
closely connected with what MPA 
does,” he says. 

Among other things, the NTU 
programme also gave him an 
in-depth understanding of how 
countries are interconnected; the 
short- and long-term effects of 
government policies; and how 
governments cooperate to solve 
problems in trade and climate.

“For instance, Singapore’s 
participation in the International 
Maritime Organization ensures 
that our interests as a maritime 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
mpa-mid-term-
scholarship-local-
and-overseas
for more information.
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Traffic scenarios range from 
basic ones such as obstacle 
detection (pedestrians, cyclists 
and vehicles) and compliance 
with road markings such as stop 
lines; to more complex scenarios 
such as overtaking static and 
moving obstacles, traffic junctions, 
and giving way to vehicles and 
pedestrians, she explains.

Only after the AV has passed 
these milestone tests can the AV 
developer commence further trials 
at designated trial areas such as 
one-north, Dover and Buona Vista.

According to LTA, AVs can 
open up new mobility options for 
commuters while allowing goods 
delivery and utility operations to 
be done more efficiently. Their 
deployment will also create new 
job opportunities for the land 
transport sector and contribute to 
Singapore’s Smart Nation journey.

Cutting carbon footprint  
Apart from assessing the safety of 
AVs, Ms Lim and her teammates 
are also attending courses to learn 
more about hybrid and electric 
vehicles – in line with Singapore’s 
efforts to decarbonise the sector. 
    As digitalisation of public 
transport systems gives rise to 
new borderless threats, she sees 
automotive cyber security as 
another growing field.

After joining LTA full time in 
2018, she has been involved 
in several landmark projects, 
including the Thomson-East Coast 
Line (TEL) project as a project 
engineer with the Rail Services 
Sub-Group until April 2021. 

“As the role involved plenty of 
visits to the construction sites, 
I remember feeling fascinated 
and excited about how the entire 
station will take shape as we 
progress along the construction 
journey,” she says.

This LTA scholar is on a quest to help shape Singapore’s 
public transport landscape

By Mary Wu

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

My sense 
of purpose 
comes from 
knowing that 
what I am 
working on 
will have a 
direct impact 
on people’s 
daily lives.

Recipient of the LTA 
Undergraduate Scholarship

MS LIM HUI HONG

In 2021, self-driving road 
sweepers plied the roads 
along Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU) and CleanTech 
Park at Jurong Innovation District. 

These autonomous vehicles 
(AVs) not only help improve the 
productivity of the cleaning sector, 
but they can also reduce traffic 
congestion as road-cleaning 
activities are shifted to off-peak 
hours and at night. 

They are among at least 40 
self-driving vehicles that have 
been tested and approved to run 
on Singapore’s roads since the 
implementation of the milestone 
testing regime.

However, before they can even 
be deployed in trials on public 
roads, they must be cleared by 
the Land Transport Authority (LTA). 
One of the divisions involved is 
Vehicle Technology and Standards, 
of which executive engineer Ms 
Lim Hui Hong is a part.

The 28-year-old must first 
review the safety of these AVs, 
poring through documentation 
to ensure that the vehicle is 
compliant with international 
safety standards. Her mechanical 
engineering background comes 
in handy as there are a lot 
of technical knowledge and 
calculations involved.

Milestone tests for AVs
Once she has assessed that the AV 
looks good on paper, the vehicle 
is then put through milestone 
tests that determine if it can 
handle various traffic scenarios 
in accordance with Singapore’s 
Highway Code.

Together with Centre of 
Excellence for Testing & Research 
of Autonomous Vehicles – NTU 
(Cetran), she assesses the AV 
on a test circuit such as the 
one at Cetran’s 18ha facility. 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/lta-
undergraduate-scholarship-
full-term-mid-term-local-
and-overseas-institutions
for more information.

Setting safety guardrails 
for self-driving vehicles

Overseas exchange 
in Sweden
Awarded the LTA Undergraduate 
Scholarship in 2016, Ms Lim 
Hui Hong went on a six-month 
exchange in Sweden in the 
following year as part of her 
university studies.

Studying in Sweden 
was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for her as she had 
the opportunity to network 
with students from all over 
the world through group 
projects, social gatherings 
and overseas trips.

“I also took the chance to 
travel to neighbouring countries 
which broadened my horizons in 
terms of what public transport 
could look like,” she says.

“Coincidentally, I was involved 
in the mechanical services 
projects’ installation for the 
Upper Thomson Station and my 
current office is also at Upper 
Thomson. Hence, I feel very 
proud whenever I commute to 
work on the TEL as I get to enjoy 
the fruits of my labour!”

Under LTA’s structured job 
rotation programme for scholars, 
she was transferred in May 2021 
to the agency’s Vehicle Technology 
and Standards team to look into 
AV technology.

As for those who are keen to 
join the transport industry, she 
offers this piece of advice: “Having 
a sense of purpose in your work is 
very important as it will motivate 
you to push through the tough 
times. My sense of purpose 
comes from knowing that what I 
am working on will have a direct 
impact on people’s daily lives.”
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and youth who are in need.
“I want to empower others in a 

similar situation,” she says.
By teaching the youth at REACH 

to play their favourite songs on 
the guitar, Ms Tang built rapport 
and connected with them. Over 
time, they felt comfortable 
enough to share their joys and 
struggles with her.

For her second community 
engagement project, she chose 
Rainbow Centre where she 
attended and co-facilitated classes 
for kids with developmental needs. 
Concurrently, she also volunteered 
at the student care centre.

Through hands-on interactions, 
she was able to build connections 
with the students while learning 
more about how every child has 
different needs. 

“I have a heart for children,”  
she says. “It was interesting to 
be able to participate in classes 
and show love to the children by 
teaching them and caring  
for them.”

Insights into social work
On top of community engagement, 
all SUSS full-time students must 
also fulfil a mandatory work 
attachment of at least 24 weeks. 

Ms Tang undertook her first 
work attachment at Parkinson 
Society Singapore where she 
picked up new skills such as 
planning large-scale charity 
events like golf tournaments and 
providing support for members’ 
physiotherapy and online speech 
therapy sessions, along with 

Even before this SUSS scholar graduates, she has gained invaluable 
experience volunteering at REACH Youth Service and Rainbow Centre

By Pearlyn Tham

I have a heart 
for children. It 

was interesting 
to be able to 
participate in 

classes and 
show love to 

the children by 
teaching them  

and caring  
for them.

Recipient of the Tan Sri  
(Dr) Tan Chin Tuan Scholarship

MS VALERINA TANG

A guitar can be more than 
just a musical instrument. 
For Ms Valerina Tang, it 

was also the tool that she used 
to bond with the beneficiaries at 
REACH Youth Service (REACH). 

Being a music mentor was 
one of the ways she fulfilled the 
community engagement hours 
as part of her studies at the 
Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS). Working with 
the community is mandatory 
for graduation and lets students 
collaborate with various external 
organisations as a way to give 
back to society.

Ms Tang, who plans to work 
in social services, is in her third 
year at the S R Nathan School of 
Human Development at SUSS, 
where she is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Social Work. The 24-year-old 
is also on the Tan Sri (Dr) Tan 
Chin Tuan Scholarship which 
funds her education.

She had also heard from 
her seniors that scholarship 
holders have additional 
opportunities to network and 
gain more experience through 
attending scholars’ receptions 
as well as volunteering with 
charities that the Tan Chin 
Tuan Foundation supports, and 
doing media interviews.

The Community Engagement 
Programme is one of the main 
reasons why Ms Tang applied to 
study at SUSS. 

Having been brought up in a 
low-income family herself, she 
can empathise with children 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
tan-sri-dr-tan-chin-
tuan-scholarship
for more information.

Heeding the call to help 
children in need

online singing sessions.
Her second work attachment 

has to be completed before  
she graduates.

Despite having only attended 
virtual classes since she enrolled 
at SUSS during the pandemic, 
these work and volunteer 
experiences with external 
organisations have given Ms Tang 
the chance to meet those who are 
working in the industry and gain 
insights into the field.

 SUSS’ other pull factor  
was the option to do a minor  
in psychology. 

“While social work helps you 
understand how an individual, 
group or community interacts with 
their environment, psychology 
helps you to understand the 
human psyche and one’s cognitive 
functioning,” shares the scholar.

She also appreciates the 
unique student population at the 
university where working adults 
taking part-time courses get to 
team up for projects with full-
time undergraduates. 

“These part-time students who 
have full-time jobs are already on 
the ground and can share practical 
insights which we can learn from,” 
says Ms Tang. 

“All these experiences and 
networking will not only help to 
build my portfolio, social network 
and resources, but they can 
also give me an edge in my job 
hunting and career progression in 
the future.”

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM
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understanding 
the ‘other’ ties 
into what a 
journalist does 
– making sense 
of different 
perspectives 
and presenting them as a narrative 
or point of view.”

Ms Ang went on to do a 
master’s at LSE in Media and 
Communications (Data and 
Society), which involved observing 
the consequences technology 
has on society, such as artificial 
intelligence and social media.

 
Telling stories that matter  
Since joining The Straits Times 
full-time in September 2020, Ms 
Ang has been part of the breaking 
news team. She also works on 
passion projects. 

She wrote about mental health 
during the pandemic and shared 
reflections of her struggles as a 
cub reporter who onboarded at a 
time when everyone was working 
from home. 

“I wrote a lot about it because 
I was thinking about these issues 
every day,” recalls Ms Ang. 

The stories not only brought 
her catharsis, but they also 
empowered her to raise 
awareness about mental health 
conditions and point others to 
useful resources.

Ms Ang has also contributed 
to The Straits Times’ Millennial 
Mind column, writing about the 
challenges of her autistic 22-year-
old cousin. His story shed light on 
the support that individuals with 
special needs require.

“My cousin is not able to write 
about it, but I could. This is why 
journalists do journalism – to 
provide a space where you can 
examine these oft-neglected corners 

of society and help people gain 
perspective about them,” she adds. 

Now that she is covering the 
environment beat, Ms Ang hopes 
to make climate change more 
relevant for readers.

From autism to mental health, 
this SPH journalism scholar is 
ready to tackle any topic

By Mary Wu

The changing demands 
of journalism
Today, journalism is also about…
• Data and digitalisation: Her 

master’s degree helped Ms 
Ang develop a more critical 
lens on the social implications 
of technology, especially with 
Singapore’s push to become a 
Smart Nation.

• Social listening: Besides 
publishing an impactful story, 
Ms Ang tries to read the 
comments posted by readers 
to hear opposing views and 
consider possible follow-up 
articles.

• New ways of consuming 
content: As attention spans 
have shortened, Ms Ang says it 
is important to create visually 
appealing and engaging 
content. She has worked 
on videos, infographics and 
interactive digital articles. 

Barely six months into her 
first full-time job as a 
journalist at The Straits 

Times, Ms Ang Qing came across 
some drone photos on social 
media of a forested patch in 
Kranji being cleared in February 
2021.

She contacted relevant 
agencies and discovered that 
swathes of land were being 
illegally cleared without getting 
the necessary approvals or doing 
due diligence.

Ms Ang’s article sparked deeper 
questions about the environmental 
impact of an unauthorised clearing 
of a woodland area, which was 
also discussed in Parliament.

“Sometimes I forget that 
people read my stories until I 
see the impact, when they start 
talking about it,” says Ms Ang, 26, 
who is an SPH Media journalism 
scholar. “When I see people 
learning something from my 
stories, it helps make the long 
hours at work worth it.”

Navigating the crossroads  
After graduating from School of 
the Arts Singapore (Sota) with 
an International Baccalaureate 
diploma, Ms Ang decided to take 
a gap year to consider her career 
path. During that time, she did 
a stint as an intern at The New 
Paper (TNP) which cemented her 
decision to become a journalist.

While covering everything from 
road accidents to murders, she 
also met people from different 
walks of life. This steered Ms Ang 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
Anthropology and Law from the 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE).

“Everyone sees the 
world differently,” she says. 
“Anthropology’s approach to 

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
sph-journalism-
scholarship
for more information.

Making 
an impact 
with stories
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people 

learning 
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from my 
stories, it 
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worth it.

Recipient of the SPH Media 
Journalism Scholarship

MS ANG QING

TUN DATO SIR CHENG-LOCK TAN
M.A. SCHOLARSHIPS 2023

ISEAS –Yusof Ishak Institute invites M.A. scholarship applications for the following areas of study:

Southeast Asian Studies, Political Science, International
Relations, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, History,
Geography, Archaeology/Archaeological Science, and
other relevant subjects

Terms of Awards:
• The scholarship is tenable at reputable universities overseas or in Singapore
• Tuition and other compulsory fees
• Monthly maintenance allowance
• Thesis allowance
• Book allowance
• Conference/Fieldwork allowance
• Medical Insurance
• Return air passage (if applicable)
• Successful candidates will serve a one-year bond with ISEAS following the
completion of their studies

Eligibility:
Candidates should:
(a) Be Singapore citizens or permanent residents
(b) Be in possession of a good honours degree (or professional qualifications

of equivalent standing) in a relevant subject
(c) Have a consistently good academic record
(d) Have a deep interest in Southeast Asia and are prepared to take up

courses and/or carry out research on Southeast Asia

Requirements:
Candidates who have already obtained university admission for 2023 and meet the
above requirements are also eligible to apply. Applicants should submit a cover
letter, full CV, two letters of reference, educational certificates and transcripts, a
research proposal and a statement of purpose in pursuing the MA degree, and a
passport-sized photograph.

Submission:
Please send online applications through the Careers@Gov website. Please note
that the two referees should email the letter of reference to ISEAS HR at
HR@iseas.edu.sg separately.

Closing Date: 31 Mar 2023
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified

This scholarship is funded by the Tun Dato Sir Cheng-Lock Tan Trust Fund, Singapore

Delicated to the study of socio-political, security and
economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia
and its wider geostrategic and economic environment.
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Getting a great scholarship can 
make a big difference in your 
life after graduation. It pays to 
prepare your application ahead 
of time and pay close attention 
to detail every step of the way.

APPLYING FOR A 
SCHOLARSHIP

You shouldn’t have 
to pay to apply for 
a scholarship. If 
an organisation 
asks for a fee 
or credit card number, do not 
respond. It could be a scam. 
And if you’re asked to provide 
personal information like your 
bank account number after being 
awarded a scholarship, make an 
effort to verify its legitimacy. 

Do a little research on 
the scholarship provider 
to get an advantage 
on your application. 
Find out what type 

of person they’re looking for and play on 
your strengths to show them that you’re the 
perfect candidate. Reinforce why your skills 
and life experiences make you the perfect 
recipient of the scholarship. And while you’re 
at it, check out the profiles of past recipients 
on the scholarship provider’s website and 
glean key insights from their past application 
experiences. It can give you an idea of exactly 
what the provider is looking for.

SHOW  
YOU’RE 
THE

Don’t dismiss the likelihood that 
scholarship providers may well do a 
fast search on you online. Comb through 
your Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 

other social media profiles, delete 
any unflattering posts and 
replace them with content that 
shows you in a positive light.

SOCIAL MEDIA 
REPUTATION

ACE 
YOUR INTERVIEW

Spelling mistakes, incomplete 
sections or factually incorrect 
information are big no-nos. Get 
someone trustworthy to help 
check your application and 
offer constructive feedback 
or even a refreshing point of 
view. Be sure to follow any 
instructions that are given.

Don’t forget to 
send a thank 
you note after 
clinching the 
scholarship. 
Showing your 
appreciation 
is a common 
courtesy. More 
importantly, it 
is a personal 
way of 
telling the 
scholarship 
provider 
how the 
scholarship 
is making a 
difference in 
your life.
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GET 
THAT 

LETTER
A letter of recommendation 
informs the scholarship 
provider of who you are 
beyond your report card 
and why you would be a 
great fit for the scholarship.
You can request the 
letter from teachers and 
professors; former or current 
employers; coaches; school 
counsellors and advisers; or 
leaders of an organisation 
you are associated with. 
Make sure to notify them at 
least four weeks before the 
scholarship deadline.

Be punctual, dress 
appropriately and mind 

your body language — sit up 
straight, make eye contact, 

speak in a positive tone 
of voice, smile and exude 
confidence. Ask the right 
questions including what 
the organisation stands 

for, the selection process, 
academic benefits and 

future opportunities.

Beware  
OF  

scams
The essay is often the most 
important part of your 
application as it shows 
who you are and why you 
deserve the scholarship. 
Ensure that your essay 
addresses the goals of 
the organisation and the 
objectives of the scholarship.

SAY IT 
WITH 
YOUR 
ESSAY

Plan ahead to allocate sufficient time for filling out 
applications, writing essays and collecting resources such as 
transcripts and letters of recommendation. Be aware of your 
deadlines: Put them in your phone calendar or set reminders. 
Target to complete everything a week before the due date. 

Stay ORGANISED

Starting early takes the 
stress out of the application 
process and ensures you 
won’t miss any deadlines. 
Many scholarships have 
one deadline per year. If 
you miss it, chances are 
you’ll have to wait a full 12 
months! Plus, you’ll give the 
scholarship providers more 
time to follow up with you 
should the need arise. 

CHECK
CHECK
CHECK
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Which scholarship

Infocomm 
Media 
Development 
Authority

in a company of your choice*, 
and excel on a global stage 
with overseas exposure.

 Join IMDA as an architect 
of Singapore’s digital future 
to develop and regulate the 
infocomm and media sectors, 
to create a dynamic, holistic 
and exciting ecosystem filled 
with growth opportunities 
through talent, research,  
innovation and enterprise.
*Subject to IMDA’s approval.

Immigration & 
Checkpoints 
Authority

Under the MHA Uniformed 
Scholarship with ICA, you will 
have the opportunity to play 
a crucial role in Singapore’s 
homefront security.

 As an ICA scholar, you 
will be groomed for key 
leadership positions through 

a structured programme 
of command and staff 
appointments that empower 
you to discover and develop 
your potential.

 Not only will you be 
equipped with holistic skills 
to prepare for your future 
career in ICA’s fast-paced and 
dynamic environment, you will 
also be exposed to a diverse 
range of functions such as 
immigration, enforcement, and 
intelligence fields.

Land Transport 
Authority

LTA is on the lookout for 
future leaders.

As an LTA scholar, you 
will get to experience 
different functions through 
job rotation, participate 
in high-level corporate 
committees, play a part in 
management’s decision-
making, and demonstrate 
your flair as a leader 
amongst many others. 
Your career will benefit 
from our strong network 
of international experts 
as well as opportunities 
for overseas exchanges, 
attachments and training.

Full-time engineering 
undergraduates studying 
in local universities can 
sign up for the Local Study 
Award. Upon graduation, 
you can anticipate 
opportunities to work 
on mega-infrastructure 
projects using cutting-edge 
technology.

IMDA leads Singapore’s 
digital transformation by 
developing a vibrant digital 
economy and an inclusive 
digital society.

 The Singapore Digital 
(SG Digital) Scholarship 
empowers you to pursue 
tech- or media-related 
studies at the undergraduate 
or postgraduate level and 
forge your own career path 

The right scholarship makes a world of difference to your future. Before 
you take your pick, take a closer look at the esteemed organisations 

that are listed here. Each of the scholarship providers serve as a strong 
bridge between university and industry, and offers a host of benefits 

and opportunities to help you create the future you want.

Be part of a community 
of scholars, who can help 
make a difference in the 
region.

 The Tun Dato Sir Cheng-
Lock Tan MA Scholarship 
supports local students 
with the opportunity to 
pursue postgraduate 
studies in Southeast 
Asian Studies, Political 
Science & International 
Relations, Economics, 
Sociology, Anthropology, 
History, Geography, and 
Archaeology/Archaeological 
Science, and other relevant 
subjects.

 Funded by The Tun Dato 
Sir Cheng Lock Tan Trust 
Fund, the Scholarship is 
offered on an annual basis 
and administered by ISEAS 
– Yusof Ishak Institute.

Scan to uncover details on 
your preferred scholarship

www.scholarschoice.com.sg

Guide To Scholarships

Teachers are the ultimate 
influencers who lead 
the future from the 
classroom. Embark on an 
unmatched leadership 
journey by shaping the 
character and values of 
the next generation.  

 The Public Service 
Commission Scholarship 
(Teaching Service) 
prepares you for a 
career that includes 
policy formulation and 
leadership roles in the 

Education Service and wider 
Civil Service.

 The Education Merit 
Scholarship offers 
developmental opportunities 
to groom you for senior 
positions in the education 
sector.

Ministry of 
Education

With the mission to 
develop Singapore as 
a premier global hub 
port and International 
Maritime Centre (IMC), 
MPA is the driving force 
behind Singapore’s port 
and marine development, 
taking on the roles of Port 
Authority, Port Regulator, 
Port Planner, IMC Champion 
and National Maritime 
Representative.

As an MPA scholar, you 

will have the opportunity to 
pursue your graduate studies 
locally or in Asia, Europe, 
the UK or the US, and gain 
exposure through internships 
and overseas exchange 
programmes. Join us in a 
global maritime industry and 
build industry-wide networks 
as you work with us.

Maritime and 
Port Authority 
of Singapore
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The Singapore Police Force 
Scholarship (SPFS) is one 
of the most prestigious 
scholarships awarded by the 
Public Service Commission. 

As an SPFS scholar, 
you will continue your 
learning journey in a world-
renowned university which 
provides intellectually, 
socially and personally 
enriching programmes to 
prepare you for a life of 
service and leadership. 

Upon your return, you  
will be involved in shaping 
policies to address issues 
on public law and order and 
play an integral role as a 
guardian of law and order.

Singapore  
Police Force

Singapore 
Institute of 
Technology 

with the industry, through an 
integrated applied learning and 
research approach.

The SIT Scholarship 
recognises students for their 
academic excellence, robust 
co-curricular record and 
strong leadership qualities. It 
aims to nurture well-rounded 
individuals who will contribute 
to the community, assume 
roles as future leaders for 
Singapore’s growing industries 
and become responsible  
global citizens.

SIT is Singapore’s first 
University of Applied 
Learning, offering industry-
relevant degree programmes 
that prepare its graduates to 
be work- and future-ready 
professionals. Its mission is 
to maximise the potential of 
its learners and to innovate 

Scan to uncover details on 
your preferred scholarship

www.scholarschoice.com.sg

SPH 
Media

SPH Media 
gives voice to 
the stories that 
need to be told.

Start an 
exciting career 
with SPH Media 
through the SPH Media 
Journalism Scholarship. 
You will join one of its 
newsrooms upon graduation 
and work alongside its 
teams of experienced 
journalists, editors, and 
audience specialists.

Its work is published in 

English, Chinese, Malay and 
Tamil across digital, social, 
and print platforms. Many of 
its past scholars have grown 
to take on leadership roles in 
the newsrooms and various 
parts of SPH Media. You 
could be one of them.

National 
University of 
Singapore

NUS is a leading global 
university and Singapore’s 
flagship university, known 
for its innovative and 
rigorous education, research 
and entrepreneurship.

NUS Scholarships 
are highly coveted 
scholarships awarded to 
high calibre individuals who 
demonstrate academic 
excellence, high intellectual 
capacity, sound character, 
strong leadership potential, 
and a passion for creativity 
and innovation.

 NUS offers a variety of 
scholarships to prospective 
students, such as the NUS 
Global Merit Scholarship, 
NUS Merit Scholarship, NUS 
Sports Scholarship and the 
NUS Performing and Visual 
Arts Scholarship.

Singapore 
University of 
Social Sciences

SUSS is Singapore’s sixth 
autonomous university. 
It stands out for its rich 
heritage in inspiring lifelong 
education and transforming 
society through applied 
social sciences. 

SUSS scholarships aim 
to recognise academic 

excellence and develop 
leadership potential. The 
Global Excellence Scholarship, 
Social Impact Scholarship and 
SUSS Scholarship are premier 
schemes which provide 
you with the opportunity to 
develop your full potential in 
your chosen discipline.

SUSS also supports 
outstanding students from 
ASEAN member countries 
(excluding Singapore) with 
the ASEAN Undergraduate 
Scholarship.

be nothing short of diverse 
and dynamic, with a wide 
range of specialities such as 
Signalling, Rolling Stock, Power, 
Permanent Way and Systems 
to choose from.

Expect to gain valuable 
exposure and expertise in the 
exciting rail industry and make 
a positive impact on the lives 
of people in Singapore.

SGRail Industry scholars 
will have the opportunity 
to work on projects 
with the Land Transport 
Authority and SBS Transit 
Ltd or SMRT Corporation 
Ltd through a structured 
developmental programme.

Your career path will 

SGRail
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The MOE Teaching Award recipient believes 
positive teacher-student relationships help 
them score better in life

By Alan Yuen

A teaching stint in 
Denmark taught  
Mr Lishanth Thangavelu 

an important lesson on what 
it means to be a good teacher. 
What stood out was the strong 
rapport between the teachers 
and students in the classroom.

“Their teacher-student 
relationship was amazing,” says 
the 29-year-old, who teaches 
physical education (PE) at Seng 
Kang Secondary School. “It is 
very hard to find that kind of 
bond in Singapore – there are 
42 students in my class and it 
is more difficult for me to know 
every student in depth.” 

That is why he seizes every 
opportunity to get to know his 
students better and build trust 
with them.

In his roles as a PE teacher, 
a member of the discipline 
committee and part of an 
after-school programme to 
engage at-risk students, he 
tries to carve out pockets of 
time to engage students who 
have disciplinary issues or are 
struggling to cope with their 
studies, be it one-on-one or  
in a group setting. 

Mr Lishanth realised the 
impact of teachers could be 
vastly magnified if they were 
able to empathise and connect 
with their students on a more 
personal level.

One key lesson he picked up 
from the Denmark trip in 2016 
– which took place when he 
was an undergraduate at the 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE) – is that being harsh with 
students is not an effective 
way to gain respect or control 
a class. 

Striking a balance
Instead, he learnt to strike a 
balance between being firm 
and being empathetic.  

Building positive teacher-
student relationships is a 
continual process. Every 
January, a teacher encounters 
new faces and personalities. 
To continue honing his skills 
in this area, Mr Lishanth 
requested to be assigned  
to a challenging class. 

Last year, he was assigned 
as the form teacher for a 
Secondary 3 Normal Technical 
(NT) class. These classes pose 
more difficulty for teachers 
because pupils might need 
more guidance and individual 
care to perform well in school. 

To effectively engage his 
class, Mr Lishanth had to adapt 
his communication style. 

“Over the years, I realised 
what works with one class may 
not work with another,” he says. 
“It is really about finding what 
fits that class profile the most.” 

Mr Lishanth stresses that 
it takes time – sometimes 
years – for teachers to see the 
results of their efforts. 

“It could be as long as four 
to five years,” Mr Lishanth 
points out. “You may only learn 
about your impact when they 
come back after graduation and 
tell you about it.”

Transforming lives
However challenging the work 
may be, he says it also yields 
some of the most meaningful 
and rewarding moments.

Mr Lishanth recalls one 
particular student who was 
on the school’s hockey team. 
As the co-curricular activity’s 
Secondary 2 captain, he was a 
star player but constantly faced 
discipline issues in class.

“He got into so much trouble 
to the point where we were 
considering suspending him as 
the captain,” says Mr Lishanth.

However, instead of cracking 
the whip, he opted for empathy 
and care. 

“Through many conversations, 
I encouraged him to channel 
the same resilience he displayed 
on the pitch into the classroom,” 
says the teacher.

Over time, he saw steady 
improvement. The student 
matured and the discipline 
issues eventually subsided. 

Three years later, when he 
was in Secondary 5, the student 
won the Edusave Character 
Award – a prestigious prize 

PHOTO: SPH MEDIA/FRENCHESCAR LIM

Magnifying a 
teacher’s impact

It was a proud 
moment – I saw 

someone grow from 
being classified as 

‘hopeless’ to winning 
an award only one 

student in the school 
can receive.

MR LISHANTH THANGAVELU
Recipient of the MOE Teaching Award

Experience the joy 
of teaching
As a recipient of the Ministry 
of Education (MOE) Teaching 
Award, Mr Lishanth pursued a 
Bachelor of Science (Education) 
jointly conferred by Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU) 
and the National Institute of 
Education (NIE).

As of July 2023, the NIE 
degree will be the Bachelor of 
Arts/Science in Double Major 
(“Academic Discipline” and 
Education). Jointly offered by 
NTU and NIE, this four-year 
programme reflects the 
academic rigour and knowledge 
required of undergraduates to 
specialise in their field as well 
as gain mastery of teaching 
methods to help educate  
future generations.

Visit scholarschoice.
com.sg/scholarship/
moe-teaching-
scholarship-moe-ts  
for more information.

for students who demonstrate 
exemplary character.

“It was a proud moment,” says 
Mr Lishanth. “I saw someone 
grow from being classified as 
‘hopeless’ to winning an award 
only one student in the school 
can receive.”
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